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Smal children who live ‘n

slum buildings and the lany-.

jords whe own the property

hove a stoke in a test project:

5061 to be undsrtaken by the

city- in conperation with a -

y_amt-"xdt.s'rv trade’ associa-
tion. :

The test will be to deter-
mine the effectiveness and
eccnomic feasibility of using

2 non*oxic solvent to remove:

- layers of oid. paint from the

walls of c.et"noratmg apart- .

ments,

Pans for the test -were
decribed last week by a city
. heulth il
cusse¢: a continuing contro-
versy. ovor whether the
{indse;
moving with sufficient speed

‘to. meét the problem of lead
poisoning in small children -

cavserd by paint and plaster
bits that pezal and fiake from

- walls and ceilings in blighted -

apartmentz, Health officials
acknowledge a danger be-
-cause the paint and plaster is
often eaten by -youngsters..

The commmunity groups -

charge that the oity is not
.moving fast enough to de-
velop a program to dea! with
the probleni. Such a program,
-they. hold, should include
not only more thorough and
systematic nmcedures for de-
tecting lead poisoning in slum
children, but also the removal
of old -coats of poisonous
paint from apartments in
‘blighted areas. ‘This kind of

as he dis-

Adininistration was -

act_ion‘_ would - be expfénsive
for landlords and would re-.
quire city aid, leaders of -the
community . groups acknowi-
edge.

over-all they are movmg as
quickly as they can in the

- situation and .that, in ﬂle

metter of removing the old
paint, economicelly pracucal
procedures are sﬁn being m~
vestigated. . - v
Although dke ‘eausa ot t.he
peril—Jead-based apartment
paint—was outlawed here’a
decade ago, and the miost re-
cent coats: of paint'in’ deteri-
orating’ apartments do not
contain dangerous levels of

“lead, Jalling paint and plaster

<hips'in such apartments: are
still poisonous because ‘the
lead content from coats of
older paint usually form ™«
sizable. part of such- chxps.

When smail children eat
the flaking pieces—-—as many
ypungsters between the ages

K

can -damage the kidneys and
the blood and nervous sys-
tem. In its advanced stages,
lead poisoning can - cause
death or permanent mental
retardation, cerebral‘ .palsy
and epilepsy. .-

. In fact, a top city health
official has estimated that
the extent of the situation
here -is. even gmamr than

‘Continsed - mm 8, C@i 3
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Cxty officials ‘contend that

7 ing'to call the lead-poxsomx\:g
er situaﬁon to public.attention.

-Dr. Joseph A, Cimirio, med-
'ical director ‘of 'the Health
!Department's _poison control
center, estimated that theéra:
'were 20,000 young children
with undetected lead in their
systems at a potentially dan-
: gerous level, and 5,000 others
with undetected lead at an
already dangerous revel,”

The scientists’ group, the:

'New York Scientists’ Com-
‘mittee for Public Information,
gives ‘a more conservati

aﬂmate of 9,000 to 18600
i ‘guch . youngsters with fead’

- poisoning here. . .
The committee, formed a:
dacade ago, disseminates -

! scientific information needed
i to determine public policy.
¢ Its board’ ‘of advisers includes
" -well-known doctors and sci-
, entists such as Dr. Alan Gutt-

.”macher, the gynecologist who -
" is. president of Planned Par- -

enthood - World .- Population,

In any case, all the parties
in the controversy agree that
the few hundred cases of
lead-poisoned children that
come to the Health Depart-
ment’s attention each year
rare only a smal] -portion of
the existing cases—a situa-

T4 ﬂeﬂ with the pmblem, J

i theHea!thDepn-uneutfdmed
“apn -internal task force«&ast

M-mdlaecondmxp

““has “also been formed that™

,_includas tepresentatxv&s of
;' that department and .of ‘the
| Bulldings Department, “"the
.- Department - of Rent ":and
Housing Maintenance ind‘
Mayor Lindsay‘s office.. O

Also” formed last August

was a Citizens’ Committee to

, End Lead Poisoning, repre-
. ‘senting -about 20 slum-area

organizations. It contends
that the city task forces have

been moving -too slowly on
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i h
v'healﬂx services, responded;

. txon not hmxted to New York
of 1 to 5 do>—they open - - e - ‘
themselves to a disease that -

-*Within the resources  we
h?e evailehis, were moy-

L ing as fast as we can.

Although the Health De-

par!fmem has the legai g:cwer
“to order the removal of old
coats of heavily leaded paint
. if they are a heelih hazard,
. such an order “without a
pmctz.,al suggﬁvnor for ex-
ecuting it is worthless,” Mr.
Kent said.

As part of an attemp! o

' find a practical snggestior,
he said, the test with the
: ‘nontoxic solvent wiil be car-
_ ried out in an old building in
" @bout two weeks, in coopera-
“ton with ths New York
" Paimt, Vernish and Lacquer
. /Association.
" Costs and results of the
" ‘method will be .compered
with those of ciber stpgesiod
ways of remeving the denger
_of the old paint—hy cover-
: ing walls with plasterboard
i or wallboard or by burning
. or sanding the pain &ff.
© The latter twe methods
"-are considered unfeasihie by
some because one .is ‘a fire
hazard and the otfnr would
cause lead dust dengerous to
workmen znd tenants, :

Whatever methnad is found
Jeast costly shouid be com- .
pulsory in slura buiidings,
with the owners recceiving
tax - gbatement. cr other i
nancial aid to help finance

. the paint removal and resur-

- . facing, Paul Du Bri, #

-spokestman for’ the  citizens
' commxttee, said,

"Landlords. of slum . build-
ings can beexpecied t& argue
that the demanded paint re-
moval can be carried out

; only with full city aid. These:
. owners -contend fhat con-
" trolled rents in. spuch® build--
_-ings have prevented them
from fighting decay and have
: led to owner abandonments
* . As a practical “matter, in
: apartments wbere .a child has
! been found suffering from
. lead poisoning, .the Health
_Department has ~ ordered
. lgose paint scraped away and
a new coat applied, officiais
- say. But they admit that this-

' 'is only a‘temporary soluticn
hacanes erackine and erima



