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paralyzed birds were given different treatments, such as ultra-violet light, 
special <liel or the widely advertised iodine vermicide, but all were ineffective.
The disease is surmised to be due to a neurotrophic virus.

(Investigation under the direction oj Dr. H. TV. Hill.)

Associate Committee on Asbestos
Co-operating organizations:

Canadian Asbestos Producers and Manufacturers 
Dominion Department of Mines 
Quebec Bureau of Mines

A preliminary study of the asbestos industry was made in 1926 by the j
technical staff of the National Research Council, at the suggestion of the j
Associate Committee on Physics and Engineering Physics, whose members j
had enumerated a Urge number of problems. In the report covering this s
preliminary survey it was recommended that work be done on certain j
problems of the industry, but as the asbestos producers did not at that time |
feel any special need of government assistance, the Council decided to take !
no further action. j

In the spring of 1930, however, the asbestos producers after consultation J
among themselves made a formal request for assistance to the National j
Research Council. The President accordingly arranged a conference with j
the producers, which was held at Theiford Mines on June 2. 1930. The j
situation was reviewed at that meeting, and it was recommended that the j
National Research Council form a committee to make a systematic study of ;
the problems of the industry and to undertake such laboratory investigations j 
as might appear to be warranted. »

Until a few years ago Canada was in the happy position of being the 
world's chief producer of asbestos, which was readily sold at a good profit. 
Prices during the war rose to a high level and remained high for some time 
subsequently, but this proved an incentive to other countries to utilize their 
asbestos reserves. Important advances took place in the Union of South 
Africa. Rhodesia, Russia, and the slate of .Arizona. "With increasing quanti­
ties of asbestos being offered, the price fell rapidly, this movement being 
greatly-accentuated bv the severe depression which began in 1929 and has 
continued to date. It was a particularly severe blow to Arizona and Canada 
where labor costs are high and tlie deposits in general of a comparatively 
low grade. In South Africa, P.hodesia and Russia, however, the grade of 
rock is high and labor costs STe low. These countries consequently made 
important advances, chiefly at the expense of Canada, In 191S Canada 
produced about S07c of the world's tonnage of asbestos and 717c of its dollar 
vnlue. whereas in 1D29 the tonnage had fallen to 71% and its value to 53%. :
The relative position of Canada was still further weakened in 1930, although 
it is to be noted that in the latter year the dollar value of asbestos products 
manufactured in Canada reached a new high record.

4

Realizing the urgency of the situation, the National Research Council } 
immediately appointed nn asbestos committee with representatives of the j
asbestos producers and manufacturers and the Dominion and Quebec rie- :

parlments c: 
Thetford Mints cr.

One of the chi 
that there is r.: ea 
for gold, silver, cc; 
deposits. Cht~i:a 
it occurs; its vzlu, 
properties. Tr.e c- 
differer.t lengths v 
common use eras:- 
of standard dhaer.: 
out, however, the : 
in compacting the : 
it after shipneat. >. 
purchaser finds it 
asbestos to erasure 
their destinalira. 
committee acccrair 
an investigatica of

Another prrhle 
fibre, especially the 
covered by the tail 
for the short a:re 
properties make it 
utilization of caly 
application of ashes

Problems ia r.\ 
agreed that these ; 
portant improvta-.e

At the secrad 
1931. the President 
IVolochow, wh: h: 
cement, had beer, s 
the National F.tse: 
at his task. Test; 
asbestos, and Isrir

In connect'.:a • 
formed under the :. 
Uniform Classiarat 
agreed that this o 
mittee on Asbe-sto- 
order that each ::::

The commute-, 
brought into Am.^r 
secure a comparlsc-: 
gested that this re 
merrial manufu.".:


