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Specifiod Primary Table 18 also answers a question pre- * “Mortality fmm luny Canrer In Conads,™ 1831 to 1353,
“Towl . Proves viously raised. It shows that the members .

23 13 Aof the cohort have nof died from lung can-  increase is particularly marked after age .
R b cer at an age earlier than the general popu- 50, confirming an observation previously -
ai e lation, and that such an explanation cannot  made, to the effect that until reccatly lung
X 13

-3be offered for the absence of lung cancer
in 240.mcn with inore than 40 years of
m““‘“’"""" ’unplownent referred to cn payge 641,

@ Before leaving this comparisem of the

rized in Table dProvince with the miners, it should be.

ed number -of ‘Jshown that their age distributions are rea-
ot significantly dsonably the same. That this is the case can

- mber of deaths, Jbe observed from Table 19.

1954 and 1955 { It should be remembered that the miners
is true that, in mnre and consequently, it can be expected

f 65 and over, ~-|hzt the oldest age group will be larger in

figure which is {ihe general papulation. The data presented
¥o level. How- Jin Table 20 indicate that the lung cancer
at this numbcr Jjrate generally decrcases after age 70. There-
d but unproved jfore, we could expect the rate for all people
« Furthermore, over 65 to be smaller than the rate for the
¢ rate for the {FOUP between 65 and 75 which would apply
rstated in this o the oldest group of miners. Tt is felt
reason that the jthat by using the whole adult male popula-
very old is.noy J9O™ We have developed rates for the gen-
eral population which are somewhat lower

he A:: wal gng _{tan if we had been able to exclude the

wg Carcer “3people in the general population over 75.-
bl A comparison between the asbestos miners

mm—m———— . Jand the population aof the Daminion as a
: om . whole was made, using statistial material
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_l i« Proved Torg §1TOM several sources. In one source, Phil
Jhps ™ gave age- and sex-specific rates for

i' i i JCanada for three periods between 1931 and
! ¢ 5 41952 The rates for males are gi\'cn in
R e N Table 20.

amg:_c(m 198 ang These Agures show strikingly the increase

in rates between 1931 and 1932, and .this
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cancer has probably been underdiagnosed
in the older age graups in the general popu-
Ltion,

To use these figures for purposcs of
comparison, it is necessary to combine the
rates for ccrtain age groups in arder to
confonn to the age distributions used in this
study. Since the exact populations in each
age group for the years indicated is not
known, this must he an approximation.
However, the rates would be sonewhat as
follows:
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These rates are, in general, lower than
those develuped for the total (proved and

suspected) cases of lung cancer among the °

asbestos miners. The only large difference,
however, is in the age group of 65 yvears and
over, and it is quite possible that the rate
for - this group may have increased for

Canada between 1952 and 1954 as it did

for the Provinee of Quebee (Tallc 17).

A further cumparison has been made with
an over-all rate obtained from the American
Cancer-Society for respiratory cancer deaths
in Canada in 1953. This rate, for males,
Is 20.8 per 100,000, or 5 more per 100,000

than Phillips’ 1950-1952 rate. aml compares®

with 23.3 per 100000 for proved cases and
33.8 per 100,000 for total cases among the
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