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March 10, 1948

Dr. W. R. Stovall
Director, Aviat ion Medical Service 
Civi l  Aeronaut ics Administ rat ion 
Department of Commerce 
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear  Doctor Stovall:

Your  letter of Februari* 19, request ing an opinion a s to the 
advisabi l i ty  of increasing the tetraethyl  lead cont ent of aviat ion 
gasol ine f rom 3.0 cc. to 4.6 cc. for commercial airc raft, has been 
viven consideration. .

As early as August 7, 1934, the Surgeon General of the Public 
Heal th  Service In a let ter  to the President of the Ethyl Gasoline 
Corporat ion expressed no object ion to the use of 4. 5 cc. tetraethyl 
lead per U.S. gal lon of gasoline for av iat ion purpo ses. .The letter 
further stated that "the Public Heal th  Service can see no object ion 
to the above proposal, provided the recommended pre cautions in r ega rd
to ethyl 
bul let in

asol ine 
o. 163)

are observed 
covering the

(as given In Public: 
mix ing and marketing

Heal th  Serx-ice 
: of ethyl gasoline.

The proposal to increase the content of tetraethyl lead f rom 
4.5 cc, to 4.6 cc. should have no effect on the general heal th  and 
meets wi th  my  approval, provided, of c o m m e , there is strict ad­
herence to the establ ished safe pract ices for the h andl ing of this 
.gasoline,. So far as the records of this Service a re concerned, there 
have been no cases of I l lness reported to this Serv ice f rom the use 
of this concentrat ion (4.5 c c . ) since the opinion e xpressed In 1934.

In reghrd to a dvising the Medical  Service of Safet y Regulation,
I shall be very glad to do so If you wi l l  submit mo re informat ion as 
to just whom this should go to and. the ad-dress.

Sincerely yours,

/s /  Thomas Parran

Surgeon General

G. H. Gehrmann 
R. L. Shea
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