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June 15. 1955

Harinite Dust

Attached 4s a lettsr by ¥V, B. Padhmn in vhich he 18 calling to ow

attention, a situation in yhieh J« zay 4in the future have sonme
Tesponsidility.

wsuld appreciats your review of this 1s¢tar znd give me the bamfit
yoro eRIliy in regard 0 the company liabllity.
has besn suggested by Mr. Flavin that possibdly A. statemant could

made in owr litaraturs calling attention to the potential hazard

pa-
of
It
be
in corfined quarters.
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attach,

ec: I, D. Flavin

V. B, Pl‘hm e Nashwm
fils . :
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T. B, Iaton
Marinite Dust

I Bave discussad your memaragdum of June 18,
. 1938 with Bugh Jackson.

Y. B. Padbaz is to be commended for his dige
covery of the situation existing at ths Nevpart Kews
Shipbuildigg Yard, I thiak this is a matter that may
result {n extensive legal liadbility 1n te fature un-
less it is properly haadled,

The important feature is that the smployee .
eho is using & sawv on Xaripite should know what the
precautions are that mmst bS fazan. 7lacing a state~
pent {n the literaturo does mat 22007 t5 tlé wupioyee:
the {nforrzation he should bave, It is suggested that
) & label be placed on the back of the sheets of Marinite.
Dugh Jackson and I will de glad to givo you the ¢opy
required for these ladels. ¥e bave had the sans #x~-
perience iz caution ladbeling on Celite products.

I um gsending 'copies of this letter to Bugh
Jackson aand Al Bchmidt of the Insurancs Departsent
since this i3 & matter which will increase cur preaiuas

0B product liability <(asurance if any lav suits sre =
:rou::t againEt us for failure to wara of this potential .
azard,

Berbert Morton Ball

e¢c K. D, Flavin ' .
V. B. Psdbam, Xashua
B, M, Jackson
A. M. Behaidt
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W. P. 3. Breese

Caution Label
Marinites

Following {s the werding of the proposed cauticn label for Marinite sheets which
va digcussed yestsrday.

Caution
Marinite 43 composed of asbestos fibre and calcium siléicate.

Inhalation of duet produced in sawing, drilling or trimming
this beard may be harmful.

Avoid breathing this dust.

) Dust should be kept at a safe minimum by proper controls. If

thria is impossible, respirators apiroved by the U. S, Bursau
~ of Mines are recommended,

In my opinion, the use of this label should be given very careful considerations
1f we apply 4t to one of our products such-as Marinite, I belisve that we would
have to apply it on several other products such as Transite, Flexbaard and

certein pipe covering materials. I believe that such s move should be a policy
decision made by cur Senior 0fficars.

L]

Kanneth W, Smith, M.D.
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The matter of & caution label on Marinite has been discussed with
Dr. Smith and Mr. Ball. Our discussion covered all board producss,
not juat Marinite.

As Mr, Ball indicated in his letter of July )}, 1958 to T.H. Eaton,
the impoztant thing for us to do is provide the employee who i3
sawing or sanding Marinite - or any board product for that matter -
with suitable information so that proper precautions can be taken.

How do we dissesminate this information? A label could be used.
However, because sheets are sometimesa faced with other materials

after they leave our plant the label would be covered and not seen

by the person doing the fabricating. Where sheets are not faced '
or painted, many labels would have to be used on both faces to make
certain that all persons who cut, sanded and drilled the pieces

were suitably wagned.

We have many ccmpetitors in the board products field., A cactivum

label on our produrts - and nose on theits would make our selling

eijorts most difficult, Until the entire industry takes such sction,
}we should consider other means of communicating with the users of our
‘materials,

Mr. Ball's letter of July 1 also indicates thst placing a statement,
in literature does not carry to the employee the information he should
have, On most sales promotion pieces and dbrochures thig would dbe the
csse. In the case of bosrd products, we have a different type of lit-
erature - namely, an instruction book covering cutting, drilling and
machining Transite and Ebony products. The purpose of this instruction
book is to reach the shop fozeman and the man doing the actual work
to instruct thez on the proper method of handling our materials. This
has been in use for several years. It is pow bDeing revised to incluge
data on all our other board products. The old inmstructions carried
this note on dgy cutting - "In dry cutting there must be available the
proper equipment to remove dust®
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when the ingtruction book is zeissued, this statement will be

- ‘expanded to covek all our board products and will read as follows:

"Duging cutting, mechining, drilling, snd sanding operations
adequate precautions must be taken to eliminate air contamin;t;on
by dust resulting from these operations.*

In my opinion, the action we have already taken is the most direct
means available to warn the person handling our material of the
potential danger which he may face if he continues to work in a
very dusty atsosphere and breathes the dust, 1 believe that gince
our division has already taken some cognizance of this danger
through the publication of an {nstruction of the need to remove
dust plus the fact that we are enlarging on this statement in our

new literature, represents all of the action which we need tn take
et this time,

1 recommend that Building Ptoductt Division be advised of the steps
which we have already taken. Since we have taken what 1 think to
be suitable steps on the matter of cautioning the users of ocur mat-
erial about dust, I don't believe that any proposal needs to be ’
aubmitted to the Senior Officers. The only other division involved
is Building Products tld once they know of our problem they can
take similar stene if they {eei it is necessary.

w.G., Hoffer

ce: J.B. Jobe
ile ji;;yé' . Gl
/
¢
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The matter of a8 caution label on Marinite has been discussed with
Dr. Smith and Mr. Ball. Our discussion covered all board produc:s,
not Just Marinite.

.D Lo Hi naon

As Mr. Ball indicated in his letter of July 1, 1958 to T.H. Eaton,
the important thing for us to do is provide the employee who is
sawing or sanding Marinite - or any board product for that matter »
with suitable information so that proper precautions can be taken.

How do we disseminate this information? A label could be used.
However, because sheets are sometimpes faced with other materials
after they leave our plant the label would be covered and not seen
by the person doing the fabricating, Where sheets are not faced

or psinted, many ladbels would have to be used on both faces to make
certain that all persons who cut, sanded and drilled the pieces
were suitably wagned.

We have many cempetitors in the board products field, A caciiuvw
iabel on our produrts - and noie on theirs would make our selling
«itorts most difficult. Until the entire industry takes such action,

we should consider other means of communicating with the users of our
materials,

Mr. Ball's letter of July 1 also indicates that placing a statement
in literature does not carry to the employee the informaticn he shoule
have., On most sales promotion pieces and brochures this would de the
case, In the case of board products, we have a different type of lit-
erature - namely, an instruction book covering cutting, drilling and
machining Transite and Ebony products. The purpose of this instruction
book is to reach the shop fozeman and the man doing the actual work
to instruct thez on the proper pethod of handling our materials., This
has been in use for several years. It is pow being revisea to incluace
data on all our other board products. The old imstructions carried
this note on dfy cutting - “In dry cutting there must be available the
proper equipment to remove Just’



