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Faulty PCB data reappears

National reports cite Escondido tests

By JIM MOLNAR
T-A Staff Writer

£SCONDIDO — Faulty information
gleaned from ms tests about ule
of p 1 bink
(rcas)mmmmmem
fhﬂumnymhhmnaumd
environmental

EPA reports presented to Congress in
December 1975. Washiagton Post
stories at the time listed Eiscondido with
four other U.S. comminities as having
evidence of PCBs in tap water.
Follow-up investigations by Larry
Michaels, director of the Escondido
Mutual Water Co., and inquiries by John
Tunney, former California senator, led
to apologies from EPA last June.
Michaels bad forwarded findings of
Metropolitan Water District (MWD)
studies to Tanney in rswue to the

Mency (EPA) adminututor in
have been shown to

Washi Post stories. Robert E.
whaley. MWD chief operations
engineer, sud that two gas

m-uk‘n & and liver

and reproductive anomalies in

. animals.)

«'* Jhu April-May isswe of the Consurner cerning the
u.thnYﬂbym

Untted Consumer Service Corp.. echoes found in the two !

graph tests were taken of

possible
“The data indicate that no PCBs were
of cohr-d-

River water.” Whaley wrote. “We
believe the cufrent results should as-
sure you that PCBs are not presest in
nnaunblumumsmunmbdng
delivered to you by Metropolitan.”

In 1975, General Electric (GE) and
the state of New York formulated 2 pact
to begin 2 $7 million program to
eliminate the chemicals that GE had
been flushing into waters near produc-
tion plants at Hudson Falls and Fort
Edward for 25 years. Later the

present & threat to human heslth and
the environment. :

The tests, compleled Gree mouths
280, ied to a ruling that bans industrial
mmmndrc&amﬂthm

the
mmodbyhmrym’

Monsanto_Industrial Chemicals. the

announced that it had developed two
new compounds to replace the
dangerous, stable PCBs.

A federal bill requiring testing of
[ i before
release into water or the atmosphere

was passed by Congress and signed into
hw by then President Gerald Ford in
October 1976. PCBs were the only

chemicals specifically named in the

sole uf er of PCBs said it plan-
oed to end PCB production by
November 1977,

The MWDrww two pos-
sibilities to Michaels: either there were
no PCBs in Escondido drinkiag water or

unlikely chromatograph
muducudwlaoﬂmthlm"-
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and pesticides In local water.
. The presence of stable com-
‘pounds like PCBs would show
up, and it neverbas, . -

Michaels learned that -the
‘test resuits presented te
- -ducted by EPA, but by Moo-
santo at a local lirm,
Capacitor Speciatists, which
.uses PCBe in Us

* B omye samples ware taken o
bmmlu the level of PCBe

"Information in
" 'PCBs dlacharged lnto the
sewer dystem from the
roduction process,’
ichaels wrote to Tunaey,

“The iampling polat Tor

i the public water supply as
" background
the amounts of .

A1 M3 rosponse, EPA o
eurred and explained that the .
{nformation was presented to

Congress under pressing .

Geadlines that had not allowed

- more reliable testing. Later

formal tests showed no
- ovidence’ of PCBs in the.

.1 rogret g et
inconvenience caused by this

" “unfortunate occurrence,’

wrote Vietor Klmm_, EPA
—t———————
T Vi r,egrat’.z,;'-;
- any problems
‘of inconyenience’

.'dqputy assistant ad-
b .

Mministrator, “and assure you'

‘vent any reocourrence.”.... *
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