Dran Hewwer
Mevana

Wnited States Senate

WABHIMNGTON, D.C, BOS1HD

May 3, 2017

Dear Secretary Perdue,

T would like to express my strong support for Mr.
Layne Bangerter to serve as the next Under Secretary of

Agriculture for Natural Resources and Environment,

I had the pleasure of meeting with Mr. Bangerter,
where he made clear to me his strong knowledge of and
passion for solving the issues we face in the West,
including catastrophic wildfires, wildlife management,
and balancing the multiple-use statuses of our public
fands, He also expressed his commitment to protecting
the Lake Tahoe region, given that most of the lands in
this region are under the jurisdiction of the 115, Forest
Service.

Mr. Bangerter is an experienced farmer and
rancher with strong tics to the West. [ believe his
nomination to this position will further underscore your
commitments to these issues. Thank you for your
consideration.
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Dean Heller
United States Senator
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The Honorable Donald 4. Trump
Fresident of the United States
The White Houss

1600 Penngyvivania Avenue, NW
Washington, DO 20800

Degr Mr. Prasident:

Wy are wriling o give you our strongest endorsement of Layne B, Bangerter for nomination as Under
Ssoretary for Agriculiure ~ Naturat Resources and BEmvironment, Layne's reabworld experisnce, publin
senvice record and Weslern common sense mske him an ouistanding candidate for this position.

You are kely already familiar with Layne from bis work as the Trump Campaign Direstor of idaho, bt our
association with Layne goss back more then 2 decade when he began working f&or Senalor Crapo as Senate
State Dirsctor for Agriculiure. Over the years, we developed an Implictt trust in Layne. Ha represented idahe
well o the agriculiure and natural resources community in idaho, and brought his extensive background into
his review on the vardous ciroumsiances we regulzrly snoourter in these flelds,

Layne s one of the most personable individuals you will ever sncounter. His network edernds boyond
geographic and police-related cirdes, snd halps inform his thought processes, He has friends in every
corner of the globs, But thet fendly exierior doesn't pravent iy from providing oritical analysis and expert
revigw of challenging and confroversial issues. He is a problem-solver wha looks for collaborative ways o
rasoive confict, but he also recognizes whan 1 s necessary o forge ahead with the bast solution availsbla.

His expardencs rurming his own farmfranch gives him a2 much-needed perspactive on how government
adicts filter down {0 the 3ctual ground, You have 1o search Tar and wite for someone with as much
aparience and comimon sense reganding natural résowrces, envivonment and agricutiure issues. Layns
knows these issuss because he has lived with them for decades; he understands them through 2
govemment perspective because of his professional work in the Senate and the LS. Figh ang Wildlile
Hendes. You fully understand the value of having peocple ke Layne—ihose with realdife experience—in
gositions hal will orall policy In your Administration

We urge you to give Layns ssrous and thoughtiul consideration for the USDA Under Seoratary or Natursl
Resourcas and Erwironment. Our country will benefit significantly with Layne helping advocate for
commonsenss and workable solutions.

Bincerely,

¢ :
MIKE CRAPCO P i JAMES B RIBUH
Urnited Siates Sensly Linited Siates Senator
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The Honorshie Donald 3. Tromp
Presidont
The White House

PO Penmsylvania Ave
Wisbington, DO

Ploan My, President;

recopmend Lavoe Bangernur o serve i ment Dlodey Scoretary of the U8,

Paerite o
of Apriculore CUSTIAY for Daviranment amd Micors! Resources,

Dreparisnent o

For wore than E3 voars \;}r ¢ has worked for Somator ke Crapo as the Stane Diretar for
Agriculitirn, Nutursd i?c'-:‘m::s;:’a ansd Hovivonment, Iy this vole, he hay sepresented Sentor Crape in all
capavities, regalarty speaking with constituents, sumaging sl and conducting the grivieal onetheground
work peeded o infenm policy ot the sstional level,
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whation and writing atstements 1o offoring voie recommendations and engaging with the press, |
istative oftorts, in particular, have been m ot with substamtiol success, For example, Layne wo
ding rode i pversesing passage of the Owvhoe ’w fie Land Managemony Act, neollgborative bl that

T this point, Layae bay boon involved Drevery Jacet of the fegishaiee process - from crafling
I8
k3

seet torpstanding lind management m;;ﬂa& Aavne b also advanced several Second Amendment
vadddition o drafiing pontions of the B rM:ay lmd Conscevation Vitles ol the 2008 Fann B Fram
Pavish Layves Knows Bow 1o get g bl passed into law,
Priog to his work 1 the fegislotive branch, Lavee serveid for Supervisory
Wildhife B8 (xi istwithin the LES, Fidh and Wildlite Bervive, In :E seganixed, and
ayeney within URDA, aut! 5, d

participated iy Interponcy Masgement Teams,

Layne™s soientitie buckyround and biv substomial polioy expertence will be o romondous asset
1AL Oheer il F Layne’s legislative accomplistunents, and |
Hdent that he will continue to sucsced sy g dedicated momber of vour adminisuntion,
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v yesrs, | hove seen firsthand the rosulis

IR

Fam cortain that Loyee sl continug o tive in the Depariment of Agricubiire, whichis why |
vy recoromond Im o serve s the nexd Under Seorciary for Hnetromment smd Notrad Resoureos,
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DPrear Seeretary Perdue,

When we met prior 1o vour confirmation, we discussed the need to improve the
health of our forests, empower users of federal land, and begin to once again harvest
timber in a responsible way. Layne Bangerter is the man to do just this, which is why |
am proud 1o recommend him for the job of Under Secretary of Agriculture for Natural
Resources and Environment.

For too long the Department of Agriculiure Ew: over ‘Eaﬁfz(:s%;f:d the domman role it
plays in western states. As vou know, the Forest Servic ns more than § million acres
of land in Utah. Hailing from Idaho, Mr. Bangerier is sure m reorient the Department
westward, Such an undertaking will not be casy, but is necessary, and is one Mr.,
Bangerter i capable of successfully executing,

Mr. Bangerter holds @ degree in forest and wildlife management. He is
dadie‘:aied public servant having already worked for the Department of Agric e._.;.iu.sm and
ending the past decade assisting Sen. Crapo as his Director of Natural Resources and
Muwhwr Mr. Bangerter 18 an avid cutdoorsman, farmer, and rancher. In short, he
understands the demands of the Department and those who depend on #t for their
economc hvelithood,

Mr. Bangerter has the experience to dentify the Department of Agriculture’
faults, the vision to s;hcn't a new path for the agency, and the determinalion 1o sec thwu
changes take hold,

I hope vou will make hin vour under secretary.
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Senator Michsel 5. Lee
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