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John Stender, Assistant Sceratary of Labor and
head of the Qccupational Safery and Health Ad-
ministraticn  (OSHA), is now consu.en..b
volumes of evidence suproriing and opposing a pro-
posed stan l-rd for working with viny! chloride and
polysinyl ¢bloride (FVC) resing, Thaal standcid,
ailowing far “no dotzctabie levels™ of vinyl chioside,
is supported ty lcbor and opeoied by muny indus-
trial and mapasement groups.

Of all the information Stender will have before
him, probahly the most useful could be :be data
guthered during fonr davs ia Juns, in a small West
Virginia ¢ity, There ia South Charleston, membars
of 1AM Lc::d 598, cifcizis and employees from
Union Carb:d Corp., and stati membars from the
famzad Moun‘ Sthar kool of Med:vine in Wew
York City v.otkea oqethar scarching fer answers to
the frightening probiems posed by working with

inyl chlonda,

James Coc:nhaver, Lozal 558 rep, reports that
Union Carcid: and the JAM asked Dr. Irving Seli-
kolX, dirzctor of Micunt Sinoi, to come to South
- Chariesten acd screzn the more than 400 active
workers, {orer emplovees asd roisces. The check
was for liver atnormaiiiies thai neight lead to
angiosarcoma, a deudiy cancer of the liver.

Angiosarcoma has already claimed the lives of 21
PVC workers around thz world. Two of the victirs
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were 18-year veterans of PVC work at South
Charleston. Carpide has been making PVC at the
West Virginia piant since 1935, longer than any
other plant in the USA. -

The product rroduced by TAM members at South
Churleston is Drrel. It's a svnthetic fiber that is
used widely in ihc manufuciure of wigs, slespwear
and upholstery. Copanhaver adds that evea before
the current contioversy began iate last year, Union
Carbide pressed for exposure levels of close to 50
parts of vin;1 chloride per million parts of air. At
tihe same time, some of the industry was loosely
adhering 1o a 500 parts per millicn level,

The Mount Sinai tests averassd two and one-half
hours, Workers haa thaeir chosts, hands and feet
x-rayed. Ciber tosis included pulmonary functions,
urinalysis end tlocd samples, The examinaticas were
siven on compony nhrne, {1 a worzer was detoired
past quitting time, Carbide paid kim time and one-
half,

Dr. Willizm Nicholson, associate professor at
Mount Sinai, rerons that the tests are almost all
gnmpicted in the izbocatcries. Those results will ke
given to each worker and will remain confidential
unless the worker anproves the refaase, Coples of
the overall findines will bs sent 10 OSHA in time
to heln John S:ender dacids on the stzndard that
will protect vir;1 ciloride workers in this country,
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PVYC ccasumer produci:z numerous,
FDA checking dll, banning some

Polyvinyl chloride resins are used in a wide range of consumer
products. With two notable exceptions, most of the products contain.
ing PVC, are thought not to be harmiul to consumers,

One of the recently publicized exceptions is a wide varicty of acro-
sol products, such as hair and wig spray, inscet sprays, foot
deodorants anJ sprays. anti-perspirants and Gecdorant sprays, first-aid
sprays, and somz medicated vaporizers. The Food and Drug Admin-
istration explains that the actual preducis do not contain PVC. The
aerosol mechanism of the can uses vinyl chloride gas as a propeliant.
It’s the propcllant that's dangerous to breathe,

In another case, plastic liquor bottles contzining pelvvinyl chloride
have been ordercd off the sheives. The FDA found that the PVC
combined wiih the alechol. Lab studies showed as much as 20 parts
per million of PVC combined with the liguor and was subseguently
taken in by the consumer.

.

Swudies are continuing by the FDA. the Fnvironniental Protzction
Agency and other medical groups irto possible PVC huzords in other
consumer goods. Here are some of the products thot use polyvinyl
chloride:

Shower curtains
Tablecloths

Constructicn pipe

Electrical conduits

Vinyl wall coverings
Gaskets
-Vinyl asbestos flooring
Steel beer cans (in.ide lining)
Mectal screw-on jur lids
Swimming pool linzrs
Phonograph records

Shoes soles and hecls

Auto seat covers

Bicycle saddlcs .
Salad dressing, datergent bottles
Upholstery (coated fabric)

Dentures

Garden hoses

Credit card;

Foamed carpst padding

Weather stripping

Stationcry (sheot separators)

Fruit. vegotahle can linings

Latcx paints ard lacquers

Vinyl house siding
(especially mohile homes)

Inflatable beach balls

Vinyl auto tops

Auto head and arm rests

Food wrappers (meat, cheese,
crackers)

Baby bottles
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