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* Government’ aggncies renewed w-smings
about “exposure’ to' ashestos, a‘T"commonly
used.Mmineral that scientists say can ‘cause
- serious- and dlsabling )ung dmease, including
fatallungesncer IO ,g,g-”.r_f\‘

+.The Nat{onal Institute for” Occupational
- Sa!ety and Health; 2 research arm 'of -the
’ Depa:tment' of Healt.h Education 'and Wel-

fare, sald in'a letter to health expert.s that
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‘brake ldings, are, being, exposed . -poten-
- tally* haza:doux‘levgls of airborne asbestos,
'I‘heﬂetter Tiriften” :by,’.T .,Wmiam \Lloyd
director of ¢ NIOSH's office’ of. occupauonal
health-.; survelilanca aaid Tthaty ialthodgh’ s
ot " systematic” stud)uot these workers ‘hadn’t
s v been\ma.dedevels ot dsbestos’ dust are ‘high
-, endugh to cause damage and that four can-.
“cer deaths. assoctated with..such work had
been nported MY Y KRN J0ge ur-'}, N

. -,Another ‘arm of HEW, meanwhﬂe sald it {*
iound "alarming”‘ a: study,that showed var-

“+ folis spackling eompotmds used rgr home re-
e pair:reontam coficentritions of asbestos it
.,;» “ficient to cause disease. The study; by scien-
tists at Mount Sinai School -ot‘Medldne x

; ¥ fects, of nsbestos iy varicus ocdupations, ap:
- pe&ted receuuy in Science. a publlcation of
I the American Associatlon tar the 'Advance
-ment of Sclende] & ;f!;,ﬁ‘ 3 !‘_’
Exposure at !toma,,«v Je vl
Commenting‘ on ‘the’ report, - David ‘P
¥ Rall,"“director: of the National Instituto of
Envlronmenm, Health .. Sciehces, . said,:
“These. ﬂndlngs suggest the® posaibmzy of I
s(gnui cant . expoaum durlng home eonstruc—
- _tion arfd regate.” - o e CeEnGe et
" liSadditional wark by the (Mount Sinai)
scienush; suggests that members, af the en-
.’ tire household or other .occupants. . .mey
. also inhale gsbestos' fibers,” - Mr, Rall
added.
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“35New York who ) have siudled the harmtul ef-{
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sidered in- re}aﬂon Lo “other evxdence being (£
acoimulated by the Mount Sinal- group that
Lndtcahes ‘that tar leas than the intense expo-
Bure’ “of “thet work: énvironment is capable of
producing " asbestn&related dlsease." he
said_.,. ot «r r Lahuhdi
I ..The Environmental Scienm Laboratory
of- Mount Sinal,. which under the direction of
Dr. Irving 1. Selikott has been the leadér in
researdx on’ the! dangers of asbestos, re-
in’ Sclence: that: it- had*ana.lyzed 15
sampxes ‘of spackung, patching ‘and’ jomung~
compound.s purchased in New York City and
foun,iu thet ¢five " contained _.appreciable
amomts of asbestoa "Use\ot these materials'
l;vhome repa.ir work (for exsmple ‘mixing,
[ sanding’ “and f:lea.nup) may expose. the uger.
(and ‘other . mémbers, of,..the househeld) ;to
sigmﬁcant ?oneentradona ot q;bgstos " they
sald_ ! \:.‘« Y 5’; *,x : :
*Wa.rnlngs‘vrge'd!‘.- ! e
The. sclentists:, sa.xd that ‘even more im-
pcmnt, .noneé, oi the! spack!ing -compounds
conitained warhing labels or indications thiat
1t conta&ned ‘,gsgardous\ materials- { They
- urged that.such labels: be: requked with-in-
strucﬂons tof sdfer usage.’ SR
2 ,mf‘,}smai sclenﬁsts*were aiso fe-
sponxible in"part] fox the NIOSE ‘warnings |
about hmke-drmnlmmgs “The NIOSH:letter
noted that the Mount sinm mveaﬁgaturs had
defermined that" workers engaged” in_ the|.
maintenance and’ repauuat automohue "and
triick brake’ linings gre exposed to poten- i
tially hazardous levels-o! airbome asbesms
dust."‘ AR A )
" One ot the” scienﬂxts sadd ln an Xnte-:view. .
that pu.rticularly la.rge amounts of danger-
ous asbestos. dust. were created in mainte- | F5=3
nance shops where the large: ashestos -lin-
ings of trucks and buses were ground to fit
the brake drum or .were resurfaced after|
use. He said that the changing of asbestos
.| braké tinings for automabiles was also dan-
rgerous because mechanics usually use an
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alr hose to blow out lbe loose dust after re-
moving the®old Uning.” 5 i ovosive
7 NIOSH estimated that ss many as 900,000
workers are.eéxposed to asbestos in the man-
ufacturing and ‘servieing of brake' linings
and- clutches,. most of whom are auto, me-
chanics. The agency récommended, as 2n
interim procedure thdt repair shops desig-
nate a segregated area for all brake and
clutch repairs and that sigs be posted in
those areas pointing out the dangers of as-
bestos dust. It also ‘said .that repairmen
should wear respirators when doing such
work, and that strong yacuwm cleaners be
used to remove asbestos dust from brake
drums before working on them.
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