Dr. A. ?. ¥acCallum
retrolia, Ontario, Canada

‘Dear'ﬁnctcr MecCallum: - '

recoeras,
ﬂaroles of Dlood and urine obtained

The presults would indicate that

absorbed by Hr., Mt the time he w
“in work withln a ga storarse tanik du

‘orevious few days,

Thank vou erv ruch for collscting th

for us. :

Sincerelx
LuS:ve :  Lester .
Encl.
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the analytilcal results for l:sad oo
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the letter of Mr. Reni Barki of June 2, 1953.

If the men who worked in this tank wore air-hose r

(and it is not specifically stated whether or not!they|

I3
i |
| ¥

excepting on the last day or two of the tank cleanlng

very high concentration of lsad in air. o

‘ i
: ]
i : menticned on page 3), they should have been =zafe even in a
w |
‘ .
|
\

‘ ‘
the question as to how this blend occurred and:whéther or not l
there was any previous knocwledge on the part of anv cne in

|

@ the Corporation of this olcn@ and its transport tion. Ir

| o

E no ¥newledge was had of this blsnd, the reascn foﬁ thig lack

' of knowledge should be investigated. ;

% Since definite procedureé have been establish Ed f'cr the

routine handling of sludge, the guestion arises s\tr wny

individual judgment was used and a procsdure which‘differed

from the accepted usual procedure followed. The bgrning
|
procedure, it seems to me, only complicates the pi#ture
|
|

requirin" perhaps more handling and be¢ng very questiongble
in 1ts effectiveness. 1If the T.E.L. was in water, it w

have been at the bottom of the water and nbﬁhing gffect]

would have been accomplished by the burning of stoTe-or

0il cn the top of the water. The o0il, rather obvidusly
: ‘l
would simply have burned off, leaving the lead whe#e it |w

i
originally and there would have been no effect in all
. b
prohabillty on that lead resting at the bottom of tre v

vhen the original report of ir. —iilbess
f

to r, Lewls, it ssems to me that Mr. Lewls was passing m

was made g
edical

Judgment as to whether or not the symptoms might ha&e been due
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to lead abs cﬂntzon.‘ This iéka matter that should have beén
"veferred Lo the Nedical Department at once for ju&gment.

If there was reason to belleve that high ccnbentrations
of lcad were in the air outside the tank {there wés soﬁe
evidence of this as atated in the letter béoauwe of the strong
odor of lead ¢én the outéide), the use of canister masks:would
be questionable even cn the outside.

Y

I both ¥r. Lewis and ¥r. Barkl were using
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redical judgrent and conly in rctrospect and aftery the fact
referrecd the question Lo the nroper department.
Althecugh no specific instructions have Lesn issuéd asking
ate reporting to the ledical Depariment| of tanks

vhich have unusual histeries or pgroved te have umusual
concentrations of lead, gecod judgment might have|suzgested
such an jrmediate report. The situaticon suggests that the

*

liodical Department issue instructions for the irTedi

reporting of unusual tanks when found.
} &
Lester W. banders, M.D.

July 2, 1953
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