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Perilous Particles

' ]Ob-Safcty Unit Scjs
Tough Rules for 76
On Plunts’ Asbestos

Ry a Wall. RYnawy Jnvanal, Ming Roparice
WASHINGTON — The Occupational talely
and Health Agministration snnounced tough
new curbs on asbeslos {n piants, but gave am.
ployers tour years to comply.,
The new standard wil! 1mit eoncent:stions
Of a3beslos in the work place to two fiberz
per cuble centimeter of air beginning July 1
1976, the agency sdmunistering the new Feﬁz
ecal Job Safety Law sald,

UntRl 1976, the asbestos standard will re-
main five fibers per cubic centimeter. That
wus the “‘emergency’® standard impased by the
erency last December under preasure from lhe

The inhalation of msbestos has been linked
10 & number of human diseases. '
The ‘lllndlrds for asbeston represent a
tme-weighted average over eight hours, Rut,
starting July 7. 1972, asbestos concentrations
aren’t to exceed 10 fibers per cubic centimeter
of air at any time during the eight-hour penod.
Tne emergency standard currently n effect
hasn’t any such upper limit—only the average
of five fibers.

Government sources sald the four-year
delay in effect:ng the new standard was to per-
mit employers to deagn systems o controj as-
bestos. Imposung the new Umits more rapudly
would have encouraged empioyers to comply
by simply rotating workers dunng an eight.
hour work turn or providing protective breath-
Ying devices, government experts believed.

: The Environmenta) Protection Agency last
iDecember banned open.air spraving of asbes-
lns fireproofing and insulstion and required in-
| dustry o use filters to ciean any gases pro-
duced {n the mining, milhng and manufactur-
Ing of materials conlaining asbestos.

AFL-C10. .

. don't use them. Wnat the hell.”

‘I'iny Asbestos Fibers
Pose a Health Threat
To Workers and Public
Long - Exposure Can Result

- In Lung Disease, Cancer;
Industry Seeks Solutions

“The Bodies Are in the S‘treet'

BY BARRY NEIWMAN

Beaf Reporter of THE WalL STaTCT JoUaNat,

. NEW YORK--At Joseph Marnno's gas sta.]

tion on the fringe of Manhattan's Spanish Har-

lem, the proven method of cleaning an old

brake assernbly goes lke this: Pull off the

wheel, aim an air hase st the exposed parts
and blow the dust out.

‘A cloud of brown dust irrvariably flies rigat
into the mechanius’ faces, says Mr. Marino.
But {t doesn't bother themn. “We got masks and
everything, Mr. Marino shrugs. *“The guys

What the mechanics don‘t seem to know-~
like thousands of other mecharucs—is that tre
brown dust is dangerous, Brake limngs are
made of asbestos. And L a mechanic bresthes
in enough dust from the wom-out laingy it
could eventually kil him,

The lethal qualily of tiny, indestructible as-
bestos fibers that lodge in the hung (s well
Xnown, Widely publicized studies by Dr. Irvuing
Selikotf of the Mount Sinaj School of Medicuie
lead him to predict that of the roughly 250,000
asbestos industry workers today, about 95,000
will die unnecessarily of occupsational cancer.
**In the next 10 (0 13 years we will enter the ss-
Bestos cancer era, says Dr. Selikoff. *"This
is one of the great disasters of our time.”
Hazards far Others, Too

The sabestos industry is well aware of tae
problem and is taking action to combat it,
though critics say the steps aren’t as drastic #y
the situation demands. But asbestos industry
workery aren't the only ones who mizht full
prey to the lung cancers and other discases
caused by the mineral's trmitating fibers. li's
hikely that mithons of workers 1n other tndus.
tRes using asbestos {ibers could be atlected, us
well as ordinary people who have come tnto
contact with asbestos in the atmosphere.

Perhaps the most trzmic tact s that for
thote who have siready been suthciently ex-
posed, changes in procedures and standards of
asbesios Ule—inciudiss 3 Bew 22t znnounrsd
yeslerday by the Department ol Labor—are
meaniogiess, ]t takes as many &8 (U years
afier the first exposure for ssbestos-related di-
sesses to surface. Controls instituted now will
inderd have an etfect. dut not for decades

Harry Balley-is one man who isa’l likely to
f#ind much solace in the new staodards. Mr.
Balley lsn't an nsbestos worker. He's a bdrick.
layer in a Mobil Oil Corp. Telinery alontside
the Delaware River in Paulsboro. N.J. He haa
been working at the plant for 33 ycars, snd
every vear he has gone o the company medr
cal department for a chest N-ay.

*“They never said there was any Uung wronrg
with me,” 2sys Si-yvear-old Mr. Bailey, and in.
deed he has thua tar deveioped no outwsrd
symploma. But a few rmonls ago he and 1
other worhers from the relinery went 10 Mount
Buat for an examination, and svery one of
them pruved 10 have scarred iunfa—2a aimn of
sibeslusas, 8 nonmalpnant  lung  duedse.
sMobil has refused to teiemar e medical roe.
ords o the New Yars doctors, Mr. Baev asys
The campany dechnea to comment on the mat-
ter )
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Hret Searrng, Then Complicatiung

Asbestusly berina with X-ray evidence of
AZAMTINE like What foung in Mr, Balley's lungs,
A3 the dueaae progresses. the lungs aitlen and
breathing becomes difticult, The heart bas o
WOrk barder and ean become enlarged. Ulu.
Mmately, death may be causeq by nex~t attack
or aullocation, ’

The mincral can 8130 cause lung cancer-—tn
fact asbestay €an cause cancer st about any.
Plice {n the body {f particles are somehow in.
Feated. The abibity of the sharp, tiny particles
W penetrute the lung once breathed in has pro-
duced a high incidence of cancer In the mem.|
brune surrounding the lung, 5 disense called

« Mesotheltoma. In the Renera) Padulace, {t
Causes one in 10.000 deaths. Ot &2 Asbeslos
workers being studied by Dr. Selikozf, 32 have
died of 1t 50 far. .

The Mobu refinery,
woris, Uke all high-heat {actones in the oll and

/

TppIng out soft brick.
“There's asbestos and bnck dust ang a lot of
aulpaur, 100,” he 8ay3. "We complained about
the dust and dint, Nowung s done to keep it
dowT. The fans Makhe 1t worse, angd you can‘t

company bought new respirators, byt under.the
conditions they clog 1n 13 nilnutes.’

n We asbestas cutung rooms, he ldd:.‘f
there saren‘t any vacuum altachments on the
Power saws. And when the tnsulation workers ’
MW L3desias snecty outside the room, or mix
cement |n a wheemarrvw, ‘“anybaly ean get
the dus:

MobU disagrees with the description of
Workuy conditions, In response to a query, the

use very little of such material, ang what we i
4o use 11 used under strictly controlled cond!.
tions. Recenuv the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration carried out an e.\'(ennve
and thorough Wnspection of the entire Paulsboro
refinery, No violalions were found n the
plant's handhng of astestos materjals.’”

Mr. Bailey'y union, the Of!, Chemical and
Atomic Workery, 15 protesting that inspection.
Steven Wodina, g union health und salety spe-
cialist, says htye allention was paid to health
Violalions. And he complains that afier » week
ot CCOMPUnyIng Wie mspeciors, the company
\nexplicadly *hag me kicked out of the planl.;'
Mobil  deciunes Comment on Me. Wodka'a
charpe. '

Ost refineries Are By no means the only
Places where asbesing tyms up. The vcrxxm.e
sunilance 12 a Lreproof binder and tnsulator in
thousands ot producte, lncluding suen Qungs as
Plaatics, ahingies, Paper and pipes. in niast of

Flease Turn (o Page 10, Column 1
\/
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Perilous Particles:

Of Asbestos. Pose

Continued From Mgt Pagpe
these, the ssbestas L harmless Lo users. But,
depending on how i'sa added to e products,
aibestos can pose a Uweat to workera' in the
faclories where the producis are mage.
' Unul mx menths 8£0, tor Instance, asbeslos
Wit Dbeirg used as an anlleak Ingredient in
Prestonea antifreere, made by Union Carbide
Corp. Al & Carteret, N.J., plant. run for Unlon
Curbide by General American Transportatian,
the aatestos would ATNve in paper aacks,
Workers would cut the bags open with knives
and fee ! the powdery while asbestos tnto tanks
of antireeze, says James lrving, a fire and
safety enpineer who has worked {n the plant
for 22 years.

“They'd wear face Masks, but no protective
elothing,* Mr, Irving says, “'and the blowers in
the roam where they worked would send the
dust out to where olhers were working. Tnen
they'd pite up the bars oulside the bullding ang
& crew would pick them up and throw them
oato the truck, rausing & big cloud of dust.*

Asbeslos was removed from the Prestone
formula late jast year, Mr. lrving says the
change took place after the Otl, Chemical and
Atom.c Workers mude an isaue of it. Union
Carb.de derues that. The decision, says Herbert
J. Haanigan, the compdny’s technical manager
of auto products, was based on marketing con.
siderations and  *‘had ootlung 1o do with
healtn.” . .

Asbestas also can pose hazards to the ulti.
mate consumers of certaun products. Bits of as.
beitos used in filters for beverage making have

- been found tn wine ang beer, for instance, and

could be dangerous if awaliowed. The wae of
such filters in beverage making seems to have
‘been curtailed, but knowledge of the hazard ap-
- pears to have had little effect elsewhere, even
in medical circles, Asbestas, says a soon-to-be-
published study, is bewng used in some hospi-
tals as a filler tor intravenously fed liquids,
Siving the particles an entree into the blood

Atream.

The use of asbestas in fireproot textliies i
common. Once in a while, asbestos tiber even
finds 1t way into ordinary fibrics. Dr.Willlam
Nichoison, an sxsociate of Dr. Selikof? at Mount
Sinatl, nas a girl's charcoal-colored winter coal
With red tnim hanging 1 one of his laborato.
ries. IU's one of mare than 200.000 1mported
€oats made with 4%, aspestes fiver sold . two
Years ago. Sume of them are presumably suit
being wom. “Cive that coat a shake.” says Dr,
Nicholson, “*and you get dust levels as high as
in an asbestos factory

Asbesios workers in the construction {ndus.
try are pernaps the most sensitive of all work-
€ra to the s3bestos hazerd. It was the conatruc.
Lon industry, which uses two-thirds of all as-
bestod products, that was the target of the first
Wave of antiasbestos publicity more than four
years ago. At least four cities—New York, Bos.
ton, Chicago and Philadelprua—~have banned
the spraying of aabestias tireprooting material
altozether. Substitute materiais are being de
veloped. thouzh there's some question being
raised about their safeiy, too

Among construction workers outside he as.
bestos trades—virtuallv all of whom are ex-
pased to asbestas whether they work with a di-
recly or not~concern remains reiatively low,
Jacok Novak. business manarer of the Asbes.
tas Workers Union Incat 1n New Yorh, aavs he
has tried withnul sucvers. for mnstance, to
duce a Eroup of plasierers to have chechupse
“*Some of these people don t wan: to fuce a free
X-ray because thevre afraid of what they
mizht hear,'* sava Mr. Novak a 43-vear vet.
€ran of lie asbeaits irades. who had 4 NoNNIa-
ISnant tumor removed trom » lune It winler,

Anxlety In the demahbimon Indusiry also
seems minimal “We acnt have & dust [ I
lew in demotition,™ savs {renard Kapy, vire
president of Wreeking Corp of America, ane of
the iarres| demalition conipanies In the eoun.
try. ““Same people think vou ran take down a
bulding withnut duet,” he save wilh a dansh
As for sshestos, Mr Kapiv 1an't wormen -y
know fellas whn have {aid asatwaine ppe for

Tiny Fibers

a Health Threat

YPArs, and there's nnthiag wrong with them v
When working In closed quUaTters he aayy, N
men use drop claths and lana, byt they dant
wear respirators because “they're too hot ang
they don't work.*

Nevertheless, the federsl En\'lronmem.x
Prolection Agency ts prepanng regulations ex.
pected ta bs announced this fummer (t(hat
would attempt to imposs controls on 4 poliu.
tlon from demolition operations. These coylg
include requirements for wetling down the
wWork areas or the removal of all 2358108 D
fore 2 building is toppled. The technicsl proy.
lem of measuring dust levels, however, “coulq
10ss out the demolifion regulation entirely,
savs James Krowder, an engineer with the
EPA’s hazardous poliutants branch.

Setting a standard for asbestos concentra-
tlons at work sites has besn similarty ditheunt
for the fNledgling Occupation Safety and Healtn
Admimisiration. a Yesarold Department of
Labor untt, The resson: Nobody knows how
much asbesios |s dangerous. The ssbestos {n.
dustry, led by Johns-Manville Corp., the larg.
est in Lhe field, has fought for & standard aliow.
Ing five asbestos tibers per cubie cenumeter of
Mir in the tactories. Bul the doctors at Mount

Sinal and elsewhere aigue that the only trye

safe leve!l of wsbestos poliution would ke Tero.
The povernment's decision yesterday wag tn

Impose & fve-fiber aversge, with a maximum

concentralion in the work ares of 10 hibers per
cubie cenumenter at any time. In 1976, the new
regulations cail for a more siringent two-fiber
limit, wath the four-year delay intended 10 pive
the ihdustry a chance 1o control the problem.

The industry savs even & two.-fiber himit
could hurt 1t ecanamicaily. J. B. Jobe, Johns.
Manvilie's execunve wice prestdent, said at
heanngs tn March thet 1t would be ‘‘socially yr.
responable’ to adopt such stnngent repuwa.
tions.

The company operates the largest asbrsias
factory in the country at Manville. N.J.. where,
sccording to a recent Mount Sinai studv., Ll
of the workers die of asbestns.related ranrer
Corrective steps being token already. Johnas.
Menville maintaing, are adquate 1o dral with
the problem without CAUNMAL & cutback in tre

plant's production the lifedlood of hs New
Jersey town of 15.000. At least one ssbestod fae.
tory, run by a PPG Indusiries ana Corung
Class Worke joint venture in Tvler. Teaas,
closed laxt Februsr because of Cpreatattiy

Actually, the curbing of asbestos contamira.
tion is nmiore an exercise 1n good nouseasering
than capital expenditure. Wnile tne cost a!
slopping poliution at a POWeEr plant or smeler
MIERt run inlo the hundredr of milhons. the
cost of cleaning up an asbestoe operation wou.a
be cioner tn & 30th of thet mugniuae, aceyo.
ing 10 dnctors. engineers and union officials

Some of the st3ples of sueh an nparation al.
resadv In use in many planwi, are enmpar..
tively inexpensive closed plastic bass for nux.
Ing eement, vacuum sltachmenms on v er
s2ws, drop cloths, dust-anppressant chemicate
and battery.powered respiratois that hlow ni.
tered 2if Into the user s fare to ease Groum-
lort .

Tne new Labor Department srandards aa
Indeed. call Inr manv of these wora.m1s tire
rules. But while thes are urquestinasc +
nerded step (OWSPA &IriCt contrais. [h Se 1artt
SaYS, he atlvo xave nNe remaine [ LR
“The potential for surveillianie 1o tenmtr .o
A3Vvs. becau~e of the sinsll undesticanied
Atalts of federal and atate inspertors A
recently compieled at Mount Sirar of ¥ e as.
bestos workers around tpe vountrs, far an
MAam e, rnuwed thal In 1950 and 1811 Inere wae
0nls 0ne dust suuit tanen in asiwalus freaiiit 101
every 20.000 man.davs worled
| AnA while he savs he appreciates the ashwa.
110 industres a PAPIEsvet INterel n mnlving Lhe
Pblemn Dr o Selholf 10 Pate pir.onn 1a po
Plaia the cantimung apathy AMANZ ANy Wl
ere and mansgers. Tl Jany st sAatnes
3C81e."" Ne amva ''Some people want (n aer the
thutica In the street defure Ihey berome rnn
ceened Untartunately, 1n thie ca se, Lhe bngies
are an the atreet

catven

8nd concern over safely.” & spokesmrn vane,
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