NBRING, My,
TRIBUNE
D, 8,500

AUG 2 6 1975

PCB BAN ASKER

! ST. PAUL (UPI) — Min.
nesola's two Liemocratic sena-
tors have calicd for & ban on
PChs  (polychlorinated bi.
phenyls) or at least better
methuds for disposing of the
toxic chemical.

Svus. Hubert Humpheey and
Walter  Mondale joined the
Frowing controversy over PUDs
during a visit Moadny of the
Metropolitan  Waste  Control
Commission, where they were
told the conumission is helping
search for the source of PCB
contamiination of the Mississip-
N River,

PCRs, wused in plastics,
printers ink, hydrawlic fluid and
electrica) insulators, are manu-
{actured only by Monsanto Co.
in the United S1airs;

K commissigi STaff member

* fold the (wo scnators that

Monsanto  hud  refused to
disclose who purchases the

Hia

When they were lold that
PCBs are essential to he
clectrical-transformer in.
dustry, Humphrey sugdesied
that Letter disposa) methads bo
found,

Besides  portions  of  the
Mississippi, the chemieal has
been faund in Lake Suparior
and Lake Pepin, where authori-
ties  Lelieved  concentrations
merited a ban on commerciai
fishing earlier (his summer.
Carp lishing has been allowed
(0 resume on Pepin as long as
catches are limited to fish of
five pounds or less,

In addition, concentrations a!l

PCBs not belicved to be
dangerous have been found in
groundwater ncar Winona and
traced o oil from clectrical
transformers deposited in g
funkyard. Initia)l concern was
for municipal wells not far
from the contaminated ground-
water, but tests showed most of
the chemical {rom the spilled

1, prompling M

know" who's using the chemi-
al

oil apparently remained in the
ground, ,

PCEs are believed to cauge
birth defects and reproductive

failures and possibly cancer.

92.22 THE NEW YDPveR
WKLY. 430,000

SEP8 1975 (Zimmm)

(w¢Co. .

“1 Junderstand  thae despite all (e
warnimgs we've had, General Electric
was puttiog 48 pounds of PCR itnta the
Hudson at Hudson Falls and Fore Ed-
ward each day,” Me. Rejd sai. “Ihis
year, they apparently reduced the amount
to less than two pouads a day, 1 don't
see why they should be putting any of
this stuff into any river."—7The Times,

Because it's there!
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Toxic chemical should be
banned except for use in

capacitors, group says

CHICAGO, Hl. — An environ-
mental study group has recom-
mended a ban be placed on all
domestic and imported polychlori-
nated biphenyls (PCBs), except for
use in electrical capacitors and
transformers, according to an ar.
ticle in the U. S. Environmental
Protection Agency's Environment
Midwest publication.

The Lake Michigan Toxic Sub-
stances Committee agreed with an
earlier task force report that con-
tinued use of PCB in capacitors
and transformers in the near fu.
ture is necessary because of the
significantly increased risk of fire
and explosion and the disruption
of electrical service which would
result in an outright ban.

Additionally, PCB use in these
two applications presents a mini.
mal risk to the environment. The \
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Monsanto Industrial Chemical Co.
has placed voluntary restrictions
on its distribution of PCB to all ex-
cept manufacturers of the electri.
cal equipment and this will bring
a decrease in the amount of PCHs
in the environment, the grou
said. =
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