July 22, 1940

r. 3. B. Yottes
Tropical 011 Coapany
Barranca

Colombia

Dear Doctor Yetten:

A short time ago I
recsivad a request from Mr. Lester B. Roberts of
the Assoclated Ethyl Company Ltd., asking for
information with respoct to the adsquacy of the
per cdic examination cf workmen engaged in mixlng

Ethyl Fluid with gasoline.

I am replying to thisa
by sending you a copy of a memorandum which I prepared
some time ago for the use of physlciens in connection
with the suparvision of these workmen. This, I belleve, .
will convey my general 1deas on the subject but in order
to be more specific, I am sending you & copy of our
examination blanks which cover the initial physicsal
examination and which deal also with the details of the
periodic examinatlion In a tabular form. It 13 our
practice to re~examine workmen in detall on the occasion
of each visit. We queation them carefuliy as to any
matters of personal or medical consequsnce since the
last examination, we repeat the physical sxamination
entirely and we try to size up the man's physics
condition. The examination of your record form indicuates
that your examinations are &3 comprehensive as cur own
appar-ntly, and that the laboratory procedures which
you ocarry out are somewhat more detalled than our own.
My associates have to make most of their examinations at
refineries where frequently there are elither no laboratory
facilitles or inadequate ones, and conseguently we can not
make extensive laboratory studies. However we do examine
the blood for its hemoglobin content and we make blood
filmas for subsequent examination both for abnormal cellular
forms and for stippled drythrocytes. If a man presents any
suggestive 1llness, we go further and carry out any other
diagnostic measures which may ve indicated by the condition

which presents 1tself. Inrare instances where there 1s any

question in the minds of the workmen or the management cone
- cerning lead exposure, we obtain samples of blood and urine
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for chemical analysis in orddr to determine the magnitude
of the lead exposure. However we do this rarely for the
reaaon that fiftsen yeara of axperience have proven dsyond
all doubt that when the plantas are properly %Lilli and
operated, there 18 no aignificant lead expcuourg.

If my informmatlion is correct,
vo are asgoclitsd with Dre Guay and if this is true, I
tolaa you will find that Dr. Guay haa a series of articles
crandn abod tnto 3panish which deal with 3 numboer of sspects
w0 bas pevoblen of 3thyl Fluld and leadsd gasolline. If you
Gu ol h2ave access to such articles, I would appraclate
your dropping ma a line and lebting me lnow alnce I can
send you gpublished material elther 1a IEnglish or in Spanish
wnich will pres:nt the facts and »ur conclisions concerning
then withrefersance to the ccoupablonal hazarda witlch are
is3socilated with this industey.
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LE you would write to me directly.
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