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TH! TRAGIC TOLL
‘ OF ASBESTOSIS

“ | ' . 1 MEMORIES REFRESHED
T4 BY THE MO,

/ v ' /\ [)FAH\(' with sacial conditinne in

/ L) Rarking in his annual report far
5. jusl aseued, Dr. €. Leonand

!
o Vmems. medical officer of Health,

; oL __-_:\J‘])r the borough, makes the following )
ervations ; - e e

1
)' lThone who in this way or in that
. . twn, been foreed to take an interest|
| : the tragic Yncidence of asbestosia
{ . 1 Barking may wish to refresh their
- temories of what was done in the}
o Jowvn during the years 19281930 by
. . iferenea ta my earlier annual repmtc,}
{ For the purposes of this annual

epoart. T owounld wish to quote onlt

1 . rom my annual report for 1930, ()nf
) wge 19 uf this report I wrote as

i oltows: It is pob unreasonahis lcu;
. ' mppese that for the next 15 yeats we

shall e getting death from uhcs(nqwz

wmonst  those peaple  whose lunvx'

ire already affected.” }

. The 15 years which in 1930 1 thought,

xould see the tragic end of so mn

of these then aftected people have

compe and gone and  we  still have
. deaths in Barking from Asbestosia.

I can well believe that some of lius
deathe ocrurring to-dav are due to the

imhatation of ashestos dust more tha nt

15 years agn, but my records are netd

suthicient fnr me to say whether son el

of the deaths accurring toaday are hwl{

i

’

l

'

due ta or agf:mvmml by the inhaly
tien of dost during the past 15 years.
In this econnection, I am templed to
quote from another annual report, tof;
~wit my report for 1929, whete on pagej
68, 1 wrote as follows: " The fact tha!
i “the heallh of woiliers in factones ja
! landrer one Minisiry and the health of
| these enme  workers  oulside  the
! {actories iy umler anather Ministry s
aasentialll bad. :
Today, J sm afraid that suc’t al-
#tatement gpuight Be held to be verging
ety dlanfdrously on poliey. Partiaps
1 wes more tourageous when § was
young. perhaps  the times  have
‘ changed, but thare can be no doubt
! that what T safcl in 3920 is stiil as
true to-dny ne it was then.
1 atn not in K position to sseess the
f essetitinl necessity of asbestos and it
- products to our national economy,
but § am frmiy of the opinion that it
ie n deadly and dangerous commodity
and that unless those whio are charged
th the responsibility of rafeguard. |}
% the heaith of the psople in the
indusiry can give poeitive pasurances
! that they have now after ali thesely
vears retnoved svery possible danger,
: the processing of asbestos, except in
| &0 far ae ity products arn pcarntial o
our  national  econemy,  shocld  be
‘ tiarred. )
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