From: Michael Mittelholzer <MMittelholzer@nahb.org>
To: "Kristin_repass@ios.doi.gov" <Kristin_repass@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Congratulatory letter for Secretary Burgum
Date: Fri, 14 Feb 2025 20:04:25 +0000
Importance: Normal
Attachments: NAHB_Letter to Secretary Doug Burgum.pdf
Inline-Images: image512264.jpg; image977477.jpg; image896214.jpg; image909681.jpg; image129891.jpg

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
attachments, or responding.

Ms. Repass — | would appreciate if you could ensure this letter from the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB)

congratulating Secretary Doug Burgum on his confirmation as the 55th Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior
reaches the appropriate staff member within the Office of the Secretary.

Thank you and | hope you have a great weekend.

e Michael

MICHAEL MITTELHOLZER AVP, Environmental Policy

National Association of Home Builders
1201 15th Street, NW | Washington, DC 20005
d: 202.266.8660 m: 202.997.5423 e: MMittelholzer@nahb.org w: nahb.org

We Build Communities @

Make 2025 your year! Attend the Builders’ Show in Vegas, February 25 — 27, to get up-to-speed on the latest housing innovations. Not
sure if it's for you? Check out this IBS sneak peek!

Donate to the Home Building Industry Disaster Relief Fund and double your impact. NAHB will match all donations made by March 1,
2025, up to $500,000 total.

* * *This electronic message, including attachments, may include information that is confidential, proprietary and/or legally privileged. It is
intended solely for the use of the individual(s) named as recipients in the message. Any unauthorized use, disclosure, copying or
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient or have received this e-mail in error, please contact the sender by replying
to the e-mail and delete all copies of the original message.* * *
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James W. Tobin I,

CAE

President and Chief Executive Officer
jtobin@nahb.org

February 11, 2025

The Honorable Doug Burgum
Secretary of the Interior

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW, Mail Stop 7328
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Burgum:

On behalf of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), | would like to congratulate you on your
confirmation as Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI). NAHB looks forward to working with
you as you bring your leadership and experience to DOI during this critical time for our nation’s economy as
NAHB members are struggling to boost U.S. home building production necessary to address the chronic
housing affordability crisis impacting American families.

NAHB is committed to working with you and your leadership team to promote sound natural resource
management policies that respect the rights of states to manage their own resources, land use planning
authorities, and reduce the federal regulatory bureaucracy that impedes economic growth. Ensuring that
federal natural resource policies do not place undue economic burdens upon states, local governments, and
businesses, including the home building sector, must be a priority.

NAHB was encouraged by your signing of several secretarial orders focused on advancing President Trump’s
priorities for boosting domestic energy production, reducing regulatory burdens, and addressing the cost-of-
living challenges experienced by working families. As you begin to work toward these goals, NAHB strongly
urges you to consider amending the Endangered Species Act’s (ESA) regulations governing species listings,
designation of critical habitat, and permitting under the Section 7 Consultation regulations and Section 10
Incidental Take Permits, which significantly delay housing production and needlessly raise its cost.

Restoring the regulatory reforms finalized during the first Trump administration, including finalizing a
regulatory definition for the term “habitat,” restoring the 4(d) rule to exempt unavoidable impacts to
“threatened” species from the ESA’s strict “take” prohibitions, requiring full consideration of economic
impacts resulting from a species listing or the designation of critical habitat for listed species, utilizing the
ESA’s 4(b)(2) discretionary authority to exclude specific areas from final critical habitat designation where
economic costs outweigh the benefits to the species, and streamlining the ESA’s Section 7 Consultation
process would go a long way toward reducing the ESA’s regulatory burdens.

NAHB’s senior leadership would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you to begin a productive dialogue

on these and many other issues. Again, congratulations on your confirmation as the 55th Secretary of the U.S.

Department of of the Interior. NAHB looks forward to working with you in 2025 and beyond.

Best regards,

James W. Tobin Ill, CAE

President and Chief Executive Officer

National Association of Home Builders
of the United States

1201 15th Street NW | Washington, DC 20005 | T 202 266 8200 | 800 368 5242 | nahb.org
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