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‘Dr. Cu H..Baylor U fgg I

Texaco, Ince = S ’l:”-’”ﬂEﬁl"

135 E. 42nd Street T - i

New York N. ¥. 10017

Dear Curt:

» One of the things I ,promised to do at the last meetingrdﬁ Ehe‘Central
Committee on Medicine and Health which has slipped my mind until the present was to

' write you concerning the potential studies that the Public Health' Service would like = -
to see done on lead workers in industry. You will remember that as API's representa-

‘tive on the Lead Liaison Committee with the Public Health Service I was provided
with certain studies which they felt might be worthwhile undertaking in an attempt
to-answer the question of whether or not lead is having an effect on the health of
“the general population. They passed out to us the five sheets which I have attached
to this letter., Of particular interest were the studies suggested by No. 1 under-
Occupational Group Studies on Lead. 1In this regard I agreed to contact the medical

directors of ‘the three major automotive manufacturers and see if they would be will-

ing to do studies of this nature on their lead workers., 1In addition, I agreed to
contact, through the Central Committee on Med1C1ne and Health, the medical directors -
.of the o0il industry to see if they might be w1111ng to undertake comparable studies
in lead workers in the oil-industry. Actually, the number one study under Occupa-
tional Group Studies on Lead parallels quite closely the epidemiology lead studles
number one project.

The question which I posed to the Central Committee on Medicine and Health
at..its meeting was whether the medical directors of the petroleum companies would be
willing to participate in such a study. In my view, the data.are usually probably
already available in the medical records maintained by the various petroleum com-
panies, and it would be simply a matter of getting the data out and putting it . down
"~ on paper. Thus, blood and/or urinary lead levels could be correlated with any-
critical findings ‘that might be available, including hemogloblns, red counts, or
other blood effects specifically. It is very likely that nobody has done red cell
‘fragility studies, and that this information thetefore probably would not be avail-
able, but it could be that one or another of the petroleum companies would be willing
to undertake red cell fragility studies in their lead workers and attempt to corre-
~ late this with blood and/or urlnary lead levels and env1ronmental lead levels, if
such are available, . S '

It Just seemed to me that a study of this nature could be done by the
various petroleum companies involved in the Central Committee on Medicine and Health
~ and perhaps. collect valuable information which would add to the already available

information 1nd1cat1ng that lead exposures less than a certain figure do not constl- -

~tute a hazard to anyone.:' I would sincerely hope that.the petroleum companies
through their medical directors would cooperate in such & collection of data for the-
Public Health Service, since it would be invaluable to the Environmental Health

- Committee in its discussions with the federal authorities on the hazards of lead.

in our environment.

2 »




" As indlcated, I have already met with Bud Irv1n, Marlon Jocz, and Dan ;
Steiner to see if they would .be willing. to part1c1pate in & study of thelr workers. -
My letter of December 7, 1966 outlines more or less the thinking I have on what
~this study mlght consist of, and T am 1nc1uding it 51nce I think it mlght be of ‘
value to you in attemptlng to assess whether the petroleum 1ndustr1es w111 cooperate ‘

in thlS studye L e ?3_

After you have had an opportunlty to rev1ew the attached 1nformat10n
and should you still have any further questioans concernzng the ‘nature of the study
to be undertaken, perhaps we could get together sometime in New York and discuss
this more fully. I would hope that a decision on this mlght be reached at the
May meetlmg of" the Central Committee on Medicine .and. Health in order . that thls
informatlon ght be. conveyed to ‘the. Ppblic Health Serv1ce.'fM1ght I also add.
parentheti 7 that ldck of- cooperation by the petroleum companies in: such: studles
- might well Serlously misinterpreted by the Publlc Health Serv1ce. : L

‘ Sincerely yours,

? 7. imw?/“/

"/R. E. ECKARDT, MD
Dlrector i
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