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Robert M. Schaffner, Ph. D.
A ssociate D irec to r for Technology
Bureau of Foods
Food and Drug A dm inistration
D epartm ent of H ealth, Education, and W elfare
200 "C" S tree t, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20204

Dear D r. Schaffner:

Johnson & Johnson has been cooperating with the C osm etic,
T oiletry  and F rag ran ce  A ssociation  Subcom m ittee on A sbestos in 
Talc. In an  effo rt to answ er the question about the req u ired  degree 
of sensitiv ity  of the method of a ssay  for asbestos in ta lc , our 
s ta tis tic a l group has made an estim ation  of a th eo re tica l safe level 
of asbestos fiber in a baby powder utilizing the official TLV for 
asbestos and the data on dusting of baby powder. The calculation 
shows that a substan tia l safety factor can be expected with talc 
containing 1% w /w  asbestos f ib e rs . T herefo re , m ethods capable 
of determ ining le ss  than 1% asbestos in talc a re  not n ecessa ry  to 
a ssu re  the safety  of cosm etic ta lc . The re p o rt is attached herew ith.

Since I have been assigned  a new function at our R esearch  Center,
I will be turning over my responsib ility  in the ta lc /a sb e s to s  a rea  
to the R esea rch  Division of our Baby Products Company. I would 
appreciate your giving me the opportunity to personally  p resen t 
them  to you and your staff to a ssu re  a continuation of the cooperative 
efforts of Johnson & Johnson in this difficult p roblem .

The following individuals from  our Baby P roducts Company will be
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available fo r a m eeting  to be s e t  a t  your convenience:

D .R . P e tte rso n , Ph. D . , V ice -P re s id en t, R e se a rc h  
B. Sem ple, M. D . , D ire c to r  of M edical and R egu la to ry  A ffairs 
G. L ee , M anager of Applied R esea rch  
W. C. W aggoner, Ph. D . , A dm in istra to r of M edical and 

R egulatory  A ffa irs .

1 hope to h e a r  fro m  you soon.

V ery tru ly  y o u rs ,
JOHNSON & JOHNSON

V,VJ . M'_— ►
by: W. Nashed, Ph. D.

A ssociate  D irec to r  of R esea rch  
D om estic O perating  Company

wn/cw

Attach.

bcc: Dr. A. Goudie
D r. G. KLldick-Smith 
M r. G. L eo ^ . <35%
M r. J .  M elton 
D r. D. P e tte rso n  
D r. R. Rolle 
D r. T. Shelley 
M r. G. M iller
M r. R. M iller, W indsor M inerals 
M r. W. Dean, J&J G rea t B rita in  
D r. B. Sem ple 
D r. W. W aggoner
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