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Haltto Using |
PCB Chemicals .
Sought by EPA

Agency Asks Firms Utilizing
The Industrial Pollutants
To Cut Back Voluntarily

—

By & WaLL STARET JOURNAL Btaff Reporter,

WASHINGTON—The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency called for an end to the use
of certain industriat pollutants known es po-
iychlorinated biphenyis, or PCBa.

EPA Administrator Ruasell Train, in urg-
ing the ban, ssked manufacturers and users
of the substance 1o cut back voluntarily
their use, saying that adequate substitutes
for the chemicals don't yet exist,

PCBs, & chemical family derived from
bengene, ATe Known to gause severe human
silments such ss skin disease and liver
probleme, and laboratory tests with mom-
keys h e shown a high incldence of repro-
ductive fallure. They are most ocommonly
used s tnsulators for transtormers and ca-
pacitors, and are particularly attractive be-
cause of their abliity to conduct heat but not
electricity. The chemicals work their way
into the environment when flulds are re-

to degradation by natural forces.

The EPA hasn't any authority to order
that PCB use be discontinued, However, the
KEPA can control their discharge Inlo the na-
tion's waterways and Mr. Train sald he will
seek court infunctions, i necessary; to foroe
Induatry to stop such praciices.

PCBa have been datecied at unsafe levels
In water snd fish particulsrly in the Great
Lakes. Bating fish, Mr. Traln oaid, 1s the

N tes and other large capacitor and trans.

most common mode of entry of PCBb» into
the body.

“The public has 0 understand
::v: & hell of & problem and mmm'ﬂv‘:
ency can do wil) sol "
Mr.MTnln o will Ive it for & long time,
. Train sald he will
with Tepresentatives of M:‘v:-ln:: gmﬁ
sole UE, producer of PCBa, & wel) s 37
:mul‘clunn of transformers and ¢ "Qﬂ-
rs using the products. He also pl:n’n W
meet With the heads of major slectriec utlll-

former users, such as rai)
:-uch programs (o devol;;‘:'}’::.lwmn ";
ute. He aiso said federal agencies will be
;:o:‘ :a l;:l-.nlory the uses of PCB-contaln-
and to devel 2
mr;’u.!u disposal of these ml:rcr’iﬂ.r et
r. Train said he will urge ma:
. m -

:or: of PCBs and truulormc‘l: l::u:::::l'

8 (0 develop safe and environmental .
coptable alternatives to PCBay - rwy -
poasible. He also said tedera) I(meluly s
: :de to inventory the uses of PWmm
' Ing materials and to develop pians to as.
ure Pl;‘: disposal of thess materials,

o have been manutactured since 199
lnleng':.n:"y (‘.I:Iﬂ‘ early 1072 that o {ederad
orce bey
should be done about the :n.cl::n::' ime
z;el of their use, And the Food AMNDru'm.
lovls T PCB - eevenc e lrance
“‘;ru‘"ly o8 veral types of food,

r. Train took the
announcement to ml:e?l::ncelqn-d - Pci:'
puss a Toxic Substances Act, introduced tive
ban lonk chemisuts e o EEA L0
auch
12 sUll In commities In both houses of Cor”

gress, i
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