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RE: JOHN CRANK

RRH TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH FRED DAWSON 3/14/06
26 Gwendale

Maidenhead, Berkshire, England SL6 6SH

Q H o w  long d id  they  con tinue to  use  asb esto s?
A 1950s to  1990s

0 W hen  d id  th ey  stop  m ak ing  asb esto s  gask ets  in  E n g lan d ?
A W e n ev er m ad e  gaskets. U sed asb esto s  as an  ad d itiv e  to  so ft packing. W e 

b ra id ed  so ft rope . A sb esto s  w as p art o f  that.

Q U .S. had  S uperS eal packings. Is th a t on e  o f  th em ?
A P ro b ab ly  w as. Y es.

Q U .S . had  d iffe ren t num bers, e.g . 187-1. D id  you  b eco m e fam ilia r w ith 
various sty le  n u m b ers?

A N o.

Q T hey  sto p p ed  usin g  asbestos in  U .S . in  1985. D id  th ey  co n tin u e  to  use 
asb esto s  in E n g lan d  beyond  tha t?

A Y es. T h ey  so ld  the  com pany  o f f  in  1990s to  an o th e r com p an y . T hey  w ere 
still u s in g  it then .
W o rk ed  fo r T I G ro u p  (T ube Investm en ts). T I o w n ed  severa l com panies. 
M ain ly  th ree  la rge  com panies. John  C rane w as th e  la rg e st o f  the  three.
E arly  1990 still u s in g  asbestos fo r p ack in g  in  E ng land . U n til so ld  it off.
In  E n g lan d  and  A m erica  ano ther com pany  m ad e  so ft p ack in g s. W e sold that 
co m p an y  to  them .
W e re lo ca ted  o u r soft p ack ings to N o rth ern  E n g lan d  w h ich  is w here  they  are. 
A  few  p eo p le  can  g ive m ore in fo rm ation

Q D id yo u  k n o w  th a t John  C rane had  b een  m ak in g  asb es to s-co n ta in in g  packing  
since 1930?

A C orrec t
A u to m o b iles  u sed  asbestos in  g askets  fro m  parts  w e m ade. R ad iato rs, sh ips, 
p u m p s, steam . S oft pack ings w ould  be used  fo r ?? an d  valves.

Q D o y o u  k n o w  “ch ry so tile” and  “c ro c id o lite?”
A N o. T h e y ’re strange  nam es.

Q D id  you  m ak e  pack in g  used  for ac ids?  W ere you  ev e r to ld  th a t som e o f  
th o se  p ack ings w ere  fo r acid  resis tan t pu m p s?

A Y es. W ith o u t a  doubt.

Q Is th e re  a  d iffe ren ce  in  the appearance  o f  ac id s  vs. s team ?
A Y es. W e used  m a in ly  v en t p ack ings fo r s team  an d  fo r th e  w et pack ings we 

b ra ided  m ostly .

Q Is th e re  any  in fo rm atio n  or b rochures o r b ooks ab o u t th e  p ro d u c ts , photos, 
etc., th a t you  hav e  access to?

A No. Lots when worked there.
Q D o you  have any  cata logs?



A R em em b er ca ta lo g s, bu t d o esn ’t  have any. G one from  th e re  som e years. 10- 
12 years  s ince  d ea lt w ith  any  o f  this.

Q K n o w  any o n e  w ho  m ig h t have a  ca ta log?
A N o.

Q W h at w as y o u r jo b ?
A M ain ten an ce  tech n ic ian . W orked  on  loom s, etc. N eg o tia ted  on  b eh a lf  o f  

w orkers. G o d  p eo p le  checked  m ed ically . “Understood dangers of blue and 
white asbestos.”

Q D id  th ey  h av e  d u s t co n tro ls  and  reg u la r exam in atio n s o f  w orkers  in p lace 
w h en  y o u  g o t th e re?

A Y es. E x trac tio n  used  in  1970s w as basic , b u t d id  u n d erstan d  dangers because 
w e d isc ip lin ed  peop le  fo r n o t u sing  equ ip m en t p rov ided .

Q D o yo u  k n o w  any o n e  w o rk in g  there  in  the  1960s w ho  is s till a live?
A I k n o w  n am es, b u t n o t addresses:

G o rd o n  R anee , S u p erv iso r fo r several years. L ives in  M aidenhead , 
B erk sh ire , E ng land . G o rd o n  dea lt w ith  th is  on  a da ily  basis.

Q D o you  k n o w  th e  n u m b er o f  em ployees?
A R eg ard in g  th e  p ack in g  d iv ision , th e re  w ere th ree  sh ifts , n ig h t, evening, day. 

A t its h ey d ay  there  w ere  140 people. W hen en d ed , 50-60  peop le .
A w are  o f  p eo p le  w ho  g o t sick. H ad  tw o  peop le  co n tac t h im  regard ing  cases 
ag a in st Jo h n  C rane. H ad  a re la tive  approach  h im  reg ard in g  h is  father. W as 
co n v in ced  h is  fa th er d ied  o f  asb estosis  b u t d ea th  certifica te  sa id  heart failure.

0 I f  c la im s w ere  filed  befo re  1970, h o w  w ou ld  I find  th a t ou t?
A N o t sure. R ay  D illo n  a t the  U n ion  m ay  be ab le  to  trace  it. I f  tak en  up by  the 

U n ion , he  w o u ld  k n o w  ab o u t it. ( I f  p riv a te ly  p u rsu ed , w ou ld  no t.) A m icus 
reco rd s sh o u ld  sh o w  up. A m icus w as th e  un ion .

Q K n o w  any o n e  w ho  dev e lo p ed  m eso the liom a?
A N o . O n ly  by  w o rd  o f  m outh . M eso th e lio m a o r asb esto sis . C o u ld n ’t  g ive 

n am es or add resses.

Q A re yo u  fam ilia r w ith  th e  w ord  “m eso th e lio m a?”
A Y es. D efin ite ly .

Q D id  any  em p lo y ees  dev elo p  m eso the liom a?
A N o t th a t I ’m  aw are  of. K n ew  peop le  w ith  shortness o f  b reath . N o  lung 

can cer cases. O n ly  tw o  cases w ere  th e  ones he w as co n tac ted  ab o u t by those 
w o rk in g  vs. Jo h n  C rane.

Q W ere th e re  reg u la r in spec tions o f  the p lan t by  the  h ea lth  and  safe ty  peop le in  
E ng land?

A N o. W e had  fac to ry  inspecto rs. Y es. T hey  cam e a ro u n d  p eriod ically , bu t 
th ey  w o u ld  n o t h av e  d ea lt sp ecifically  w ith  the  asbestos p a rt o f  it. T hey  only  
ch eck ed  the  p lan t to  see i f  it w as o pera ting  in a  safe co nd ition . D id n ’t check  
to  see i f  asbestos.
In su ran ce  ag en ts  cam e around , too . T hey  w ou ld  have b een  do in g  a p lanned  
audit. N o t sp ec ific  fo r asbestos.

Q D id  th ey  req u ire  resp ira to rs  w hen  w o rk in g  there?



"  A R eq u ired  to  w ear resp ira to rs  in  room /areas w h ere  th ey  w o u ld  find  certa in  
lev e ls  o f  dust. W e dev e lo p ed  certa in  tech n iq u es fo r c lean in g  eq u ip m en t. In 
genera l d id  n o t w a lk  aro u n d  w ith  resp ira to rs  o r m asks. W as supposed  
ex trac ted  su ffic ien tly  eno u g h  no t to requ ire  p erso n al p ro tec tio n . E x tracto rs 
w ere  lik e  h o te ls  and  had  ven tila tio n  dusting . M o st ex trac tio n  fans pu lled  
th ro u g h  v en tila to rs  th a t w ould  be p o o r b y  to d a y ’s standards. D u st w as 
co llec ted  in  b u ild in g s, in  w alls, on  sides o f  w alls. In  p lace  in  1970. O ld 
stuff. U sed  W atso n  ex tracto rs. E nded  up  w ith  ex trac to rs  fa r better.

Q ^ D id  y o u  h av e  a  d o c to r a t the  p lan t?
A N o.

Q In d u stria l h y g ien is t?
A Y es. S p o u g h  In d u stria l H ealth  C enter. ( I t’s b een  so ld .) W as fo r general 

p ro b lem s. T h in g s in  the  eye, etc. P eop le  d id  h ea lth  ch eck s a t th e  local 
U p to n  H o sp ita l in S lough. P eop le  w ou ld  go get c h es t x -ray s there . N o t done 
in  1970s. S tarted  la te r in the  1970s.

Q D o y o u  h av e  an y  lite ra tu re  abou t risk  o f  b rea th in g  asb esto s  and  th ings you 
sh o u ld  do  to  p ro tec t ag a in st it?

A Y es. H ad  w ritten  ru les and  regu la tions. H ad  h ea lth  and  safe ty  po licy . 
G en era l ru les , b u t d o esn ’t th in k  they  w ere  in  p lace  in  the  1970s. T h inks it 
w as  in  th e  1980s. U sed  to  have som e hea lth  and  safe ty  docu m en ts . W ill 
look .

Q D o  y o u  h av e  an y  p h o to g rap h s o f  the p lan t?
A I h av e  a  co u p le  o f  o ld  pho to g rap h s s o m e w h e re - in s id e  o f  the  b u ild ing  

sh o w in g  the  m a in ten an ce  team  doing  som e specia l th ing .
W as U n io n  C o n v en er fo r years.


