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Sentenber 13, 1962

3. A L. JOES

SUMJECTs Workmen's Cogpansation Clalas - Asbestosis

Dear Altoni

In a rocont meoting of wWest Coast Coatractors ab Vancouver, a seation
of ths mecling wes devoled to discuasing the incroasing po=larity of

clalins for aabestosis belng mnoda with 1bhe Health and Volfare fd<inis-
tration.

The J. T. Thorpa Coxnagy of los Angeles bag had to recont claims and

bad a hearing before tha Ranalth ard Welfare Adxinistrrtion on two formar
eployses. Although 4t 4a thelir oopany policy to furaled respirators

to the ssbestos workars, theso sro ssldom wsed. In tho Spokano Office

of E. \l. Bartells, they have had three oladwms. In los Angeles, Arasirong
bas had one claim, Katlonally, there ham been ooo claim {ilsd in the
State of Ohio, 13 in California, 1 4n Coanecticut, 1 4n Florids, 1 in
Peanzylvaniz and 1 4n MHovw York, This fad for mzking asbeatosis claims
could easily losd to the classlification of this trads 23 a bhexardons
occwoation with a subnequent dncrease in State Insurance costs, In soxe
greas of the Country, the ksbesios Workars are nov roquired %o take X-ray
exrinations and mogy of tbe local asbestos workers wndons aro cladaing
that they are bedng rated higher for personal insurance, Slnco the cost '
of modical =ld snd wolfire has doubled 4in the last {ive yoars, mosi of
these contractar asnoclationr 2re intarestod in obdialning infarzation from
ary of the mamufacturors thatl include asbeatos on tbhelir exporicnce with
worcyen who hove boea nsing these produncta over a long pariod of yesars,
The Aetns life Insarance Company in 1340 meda & privete study faor Oxens-
Corning, ahowing that plast poople hod mot boen affected by fiberglas.
The Assoclatod Insulation Contractars of the Wesleorn Stotes 4 now com-
plling information on this problen and I bolieve wo have an excellent
opportunity to place our case in the record as pot boing a contritaling
cause of axy of these types of cleime, If wo con dervelop amy statistics
or dats thot c¢onld be useful on this subject, I will be gled to forward
the information to the attentlon of Mr. Ken Belaffreo, Ixecutive Secretary
of the Assocliated Insulatica Contractors, for inclusion 4n his report,

John P. Fartinglon
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