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LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION
Geaybar Building, «20 Lexington Avesue
New Yok, N. Y.

Decemder 12, 193,

To Memders of the Lead Industrias associationt

Bblect; Alr Sygione Poundation of Americs

The Alr Hyclene Foundation of Amwrica, of which
the Lesd Infustrive association (s & mabar, held a miste
ing 1a 2{ttadurg oa oveader 24, to conviler scue of the
rrobleas 0f the Tcundation, We wvere retresentdd Yy Mr,
Andrew Fletchor, Vice Prasident of tho St. Jossoh Lesd
Cocroany . A couv of Mr, Flatcaer'n revort {s sttached,

The Yonrndaticoz §8 broadening thas basis of (s
support Lo ¢ rry on §ts etulien ani scientific investie
gstions ac exolained in Mr, Pletcher's ttatement, You
wil]l proboly rezaivre, {f vou have 2ot alreai~ heard from
him, & latter from Hr, Y. 9. Meller, Mama~ing Director of
the FounZation, {aritin: you to eubscride inifvidually to
tho work of tha Alr Evziene Founiation, In ma'Adrng yowr
docision in this matter, J fuel sty tast ths comments of
. Fletcher vill be vory helprul,

Larpectfully subaitted,

Secretary,
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82, JOSIPX LLAD OOMPANT
250 Park Lremis,
Yew York

-

B December ¥, 1936,

Ur, 7. £, Yomer, Secretary,
Lead Icdustries Aesociatiom,
420 Lexingtom avenus,

Yew York City.

Dear Mr, Yormeert

In compliance with your requost, I attenied the Meeting of the
Ar Bygiene Pound~tion of Amsrica, haeld fn Pittsburgh on Foveaber 24,
1836, vhere upwards of Lwo bundred perevis .ere vrosent, Reporte cover-
ing the legal, modical and englnsering aspects of the dust prodlem were
presented. As extrectes of the vrocsedings will ahortly bte avelladle, {8
s not necessary for ma to discuse them, becsuse the izmediate phase ef
the vrodlea is to zake soas reccmmeniations as to the course that xight
orofitably bde followad during the year 1937 Dy mexbers of the lead I~
qustries Lasociation,

As you probadly know, there (o a tendiency throughout the United
States to inclu‘e uvater the Coapensation laws intwies suffered from {n-
halation of industrial dust, ml wmfertunately, sc 1ittle {8 knomadout
the hazard that the vicrious legislatures will orobatly vass la-+ setiing
otaxiards, detalling requlations «s to the engliecring aspects, etc., vithe
out any real Inowledpe of the Trodlem or Becessity,

As a caes {n point, I have receatly noticed a great tendency oa
the part of dust authorities, sich as the U.8, Padlic Eealth Service and
even the U.S5.Bureaa of Kines, to adopt th. attitude that cll duste are
hazardous until vroven harmiess, and that 4ust concentration of cver fifty
million particles per cubic foot, evea whea the dust {s bolieved ton-toxie,
should b%e preventod, I slse call your part{ ular atteution to the report
of the Dust Coatrol Comittee in ek Prilling Operations, which has beem
robxittel to the Few fork State [nlustrial Board for {nclasiom in the State
Inductrial Cole, whorein the following definitions have been uaedt

*5111ca bearing ruck means & rock formation karing as a cooponest
part any free silica dloxide,.*

*Iajurious silica duet coocentratiocns shall mean duet produced
from &rilling «ilica boaring rock which 48 in excves of ten mil-
1i0s particlus per cubic foot, 88 deterxined by an avoroved dust
count method . ®

. ¥ith the help of the R.search Devartaent of the Metropolitan Life,
the St. Jos.ph Lesd Company took dust counts ani ve found concentrations of
tvelve million particles {a our wet drilling operations. [ am informed that
ia &rilliag {n granite, whare the ®wet-ability® of the rock {s not as creat as
in dolomite, the durt concent =tions eves under the wet method rua as high as
fifty milltoa. It sbould, therefore, be quite apparunt that the adoption of
sy regulations as outlined above, wherein a standard of ten million 48 recou~
manded, vould have & very esericus effect on industry. Yorksen who coatracted
ordipary diseases, as for exsmxple, tudberculosis or beart troudle, might pose
8idly even rustatn the contention dufore a Cocpansation Soard that their con-
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¥r, . L, Yormser -8 - Decenber 9, 1938,

dition was the reslt of working {n a dusty atmosphere, and an award might

be granted as the dust concentration was greater than that preecrided under
the State Code,

The vrodlea 19 not confinsd to only aining operations, as every
industry has some 4uet or ~as, and 1t vill be Bt a short time after the
sstting of etuniaris for minicg occucaitions when staniards will be set for
the dust and guscs of & toxle rature incidont to other aperstic v,

In viaw of vres,at conditions, 1t svims o De absolutely imperstive
that there be same orgunization {n ths United States, whare legislatures,
{ndustry and all interertad varties can ¢o far advice, 821 whare comvetsnt
resoarch work can be undertaken, If all vhases of the oroblea were krnown,
ressarch would not be necascary, btut the longer I studr the matter, the more
1 sa couvinced of how 1ittle i3 actually knswn of the rrodlem.

At the present time, the Alr Hyriens Toundation has the suvoort of
the laading suthorities on industrial duet, for exnxple, Dr, Sayres, U. §.
Public Eealth Service: Dr. lanza, Metropolitan Life Inwurance Company; Mr,
Philip Drinker, Barvard Scnoal of Industrial Eyglene; Dr. Gardner, Sarsnac
Laboratories, and their interest {s evidencyd by the extriasly cozpdetent re-
vorts that the Founlatina has {erusd coveriar the work done during the vear
1936, There 1s no reason why thelr supoort anid the reocommandations for ree
sexrch work outlined bty these centlesen cansot be yrofitadly undertaksn, if
the Forndation haus smufficient financial resources,

I frankly have never been i{=proessd «ith the wanner {a which the
Yoandation has b:en taniled frca a financial ansle, for {t has been a great
omdstakXe to peitit trale orgmnixations, like the lead Intustries Association
to became a aecder uvon paring dues of $500. & year, as obviously sufficiat
fioancial bBacking couid not bs obtained on this bBasis, Although the Alr
Eygisne Toundation has toZar avoroximnately sight !mndred companies interested
ia 1ts work throvch sssociations, the contritution on the part of the trade
associatiode for the year 19356 wns only about $15,000, rhareas the Foundation
spunt about £30,000, Yor 1937, the ciairmy budzet that the Foundaticn should
have, would de $100,000, {f suitadle research work {s to ve uniertakon and data
prepardd, that would be of help to lecislatures, tha }ederal Dopartuent of
Lador, etc, The only way that th.se funis can ds collectud {8 by having the
Load Indust-ies and otler trade asscclations urge their rmders to contributs
to the Founlation Yy becoming manbers unier the schoaule adopted at the meatirg
held on Zovember 24, 1936, shich 1s as follows:

grovg Rber of LXploress dngua) Dueg
1 20,000 ant over $1,000.00
3 10,000 to 19,999 750.00
3 5,000 to 9,999 $00.00
4 2,500 to 4,999 350,00
] 1,000 to 3,499 200,00
¢ 500 to 99 150,00
r 100 to 499 100.00
] Less than 100 9,00
] Aployer Associstions $0.00
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Mre 7, X, Tormser -3 = Decader 9, 1938,

Trile at first thought the annual &ues oay seea rather hich, if
anv cozpeny shovld be forced to undertake individually the study and re-
ssarch rork on the dupt problom that the St, Joseph [6sd Company has ex-
periunced during the last few years, (and it will be cecessary if there {s
1o 056 place that industrv can go for advice), the amual contritutior ocut-
1inad above mould rews negligidle,

Avprecicting that the Alr Fyglens Foundation 18 a new organisatioa
snl consequently wijl have many 41fficultiss to overcoms, I 40 not feel that
you are Justified st this time in urging mecbers of the Lsal Industries Associ-
ation to contriouts Jor aver one year's maaberahio, Yut I definitely feel
thut it »mald Do & axcellun® $avueetoent on the vart of all of us to actively
support the Found:=tion for the year 1937 on a financial basis, a8 wsll as¢ by
civing the fu1l cooparation of those maubers of cur industry vho are familiar
with thie vreesing crodlea.

Ath drlset reguds, I am
Sinceroly yours,
ANDREY FLITCHiR {SIGFD)

Tice Prusident and Tressurer,
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