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Toxic Materials

New Laie to Add Safcguards

The Roman Fmpire declined and finally
{el), accurding 10 authoritative specuiation,
not because of the barbarian hordes, overex.
tended colbnizatipn or moral decadence, but
‘Tainly as a result of lead poisoning.

Eating and drinking {rém vessels contain-
ing lead and dabbing themselves with lead-
laden commenics, the upper<class Romans
unwillingly poisoned themselves, sapping
their \italit
they huaded, (The poor peuple used cheap
carthenware utensils and didn't fool with
cosmetics.)

A study of ancient,

and the vitality of the society’

ing substances for certain uses. This notifi-
cation provision is the “heart” of the act,
's Sen. Warren Magnusen, D..Wash. It
'will no longer allow the public or the envi-
ronment to be used as a testing ground for
the safety of these products.”

Indicates a life expectancy of 72 to 25 years
among upper-class Romans. Their birthrate
was one-fourtb that nceded to rcplnce them-
selves,

WHAT ABOUT us? Could the decline and
fall of our civilization be brought about by
our unquestioning acceptance of the marvels
of modern chemistry?

Each day's news seems to bring lmlher
account of the health effects of some chemi«
cal cuntaminant: Kepone, arsenic, PCBs,
vinyl chloride, asbestos, mercury, lead.

While new chemical compounds developed
and rcleased into our environment in recent:
years dave benefited us greatly, only »
small proportion of ihese substances were
adtquutelv tecled. for potentially harmful
elfects. The primary testing has been on the
Ametican public.-Long afier & chemical sub-

stance has been marketed and widely dis-

persed inlo the unvironmeni, we have
discuvered that it can cause cancer, atiack
the liver, lungs, kidneys, central nervous
system, result in Infant mortality or genetic
damage. . '

But on Sept, 28—alter almost slx years of
Dattling and only days before it adjourned—
Congress tinafly reached fgreement on the
provisions of the Toxic Substances Control
Act—a measure that will Elve us & chance to
Sontrol the use of Presl

@Pr ion of PCB must be ended within
two years and its use must be severely re-
stricted in the meantime. PCBs are used in
insulators and fire retardants. in electrical
transformers, are released into and carried .
hy air and water, are long-lived and toxic.
Even low exposure can cause metabolic dis-
turbances, embryo abnormalit d mis-
carrisges. PCBs have contaminated our
waterways throughout the U.S., particularly
in the Great Lakes area and the Northeast.
The latest bad news is that the Susquehanna
River, longest in the eastern U.S., flowing
through New York, Pennsyivania, and
Maryland on the way to the Chu peake
Bay. may be contaminated.

Congress singled out the PCB hlzlrd and
gave.lt special priority—and indusiry appar- .
ently agrees. Mopsanto Che al alreadv
has anslounced it will cease productvn o1
PCBs at the end of October 1077 and end al}
sales when inventories are depleted.

IN TS final form, the law has wide-rang-
ing support—and now the Manufacturing
Chemists Association and some other ele-
ments of the chemical industry indicate they
can' accept the final version.

But a law at its beginning is just a piece of
paper. 1ts ultimate success or failure rests
on how it is carried out—~and right now, that
means EPA administrator Russell Train,

'rmp says be is appointing an advisory

dent Ford has just signed the bill,
Under the le(ulmun ..

.Mun facturers and proceswrl must test
ehemicals, both those in use and those com-
Ing onto the market.

' @ Manufacturers must give % days nofice
to the Environmemal Protection Agency
before they begin commercial production of
new substances, or the processing of exist.

_turers in complying with the testing, notifi-

0 include rep ives of in-
dunry. health experts, environmentalists,
other public interest groups—and that he
will consult closely with this group in devel-
oping policy, wi insist on an effective ad-
ministration with a minimum of red tape,

But. eas than sufficient funds and
manpower (o handle this Iurgl oomplex 1oh
The ¢ of the

cation and reporting provisions is essential.
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