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OSEA PROPOSED NEW ASBESTOS STANDARD

Enclosed is a copy of an article as it appeared in the New York Times
of Sunday October 5, 1975. The full publication of the proposed
standard will be in the Federal Register on October %, 1975.

The proposed new standard is rough. The current regulations call

for the 5 fibers/ce limit to be reduced to 2 fiber/cc on July 1, 1976,
This new proposal calls for a standard of 0.5 fibers/cc (effective
date nor established).,

I have excerpted some of the more significant parts of the OSHA
proposed standard (from a covering letter from the Asbestos Informarion
Agsociarion):

1. Reduce the permissible exposure limit to & TWA of 0.5
fibers per cubic centimeter (500,000 fibers per cubic
meter} and reduce tne ceiling limit to 5 fibers per
cubic centimerer (5 million fibers per cubic meter).

2. Add a 15 minute sampling period for determination of the
ceiling limit,

3. Establish additional requirements for regulating areas,
employee rosters, hygiene facilities, employee information
‘and training, signs and labels, monitoring and medical
surveillance.

4. BExtend the period for retention of monitoring and medical
records to 40 vears or for the duration of the employees
emplovment plus 20 vears, whichever is longer,

It would appear that comments on technical feasibility, costs to ‘
the employer, and possible plant shut-downs might have some hearing
on adoption qf this stringent new standard.

From the draft copy 1 have seen, they are asking for objections
or comments prior to December §, 1975. Written data should be

in quadruplicate to: A DN D B
Docket Officer, Docket B-033 Y-,
U.S. Department of labor P-FMS! 0("2”
Loom N-3620

200 Comstitution Avenue, KN.¥.
Washington, D.C. 20210
Telephone (202) 523-8076

Again, this proposed nevw standard will be in the Federal Register Y://
of October 9, 1975, C g)

E. W. Drislane
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FOR ASBESTOS RISK!

Lzbor Depariment Seeking
Re"uc ion in Exposure of ¥
* Workers and Families

- By JANE BRODY

The United ' States Depart-

meat of Labor has proposed
a new siandard 10 protect:
workers 2nd their familtes from’
the lung-scarring and uncer»a
czusing effects of asbestos, a-
:::nera! ol z tnousangd uses:
10 which miliions of American:
WOrXers Zre exposes. |

The euisiing esbestos stan-!
dard. v.m;.. nas been wxoelv,
contesiel by jador grot.;:s v.'as‘
Gasignec OniV 10 prevent aspes. !
10535, z scz=ming of the iungs1|~

o, ¥ severe, car turn a woOrk-;
er 1710 2 Chippie 1n & respirator.

However, the Labor Dcpan-}
ment's Occupational Safery and;
Health Administration said‘in
i1s propos2! that new informa-
ton had devejoped snowmg'
thzt the existing s:andard.
wanid not prevent asbestosis!
anc wouid ceruziniy no: pre-!
ven: asoestos-caused cincers.!

elancers, especially those in-!
veiving the lung, gzstmxnv.es~
©ma! tract anc x'mr.g .the
cnest and abcomnai ca\'mes
kezve accounted for more i1han
4G. per cent of deaths among
scae groups of asbestos work-
ers, a rate three 10 four times
hizner than that in the general
population.

In addition, studies in South
Africa and New Jersey have
shown that the familics of as-
pestos workers also face an
increased cancer risk because
tr.ey are exposed to 3sbestos
ficars camed home on the!
moraers’ clotung. t

0CT 051875

" ¥ Delayed Fiber Effect . - |-
. Asbestos enters the bodvi
meinly through inhalation. !
rmay also be mgcsr.ed in food:’
‘of drink contaminated with the|

mineral fibers Once in the bo-!
Gy, the fipers tené to persisi:
remaining dorman? for many!
vears. However, 20 or more!
years later, cancers caused by
these fivers may become ciini-
Yedliy apparent.

*The Labor Department’s pro-
posed standard wouid greatly

reduce the amoun: of asbestos{
- fibers now allowable .in the

air, & .wofker breathes and
would sharply reduce a Jower
- standard scheduled to take ef-
jezt mext year. Currently the
sizndard permits a leve! of
‘five million fibers per cubic
meter of air. This was 10 have
been reduced to two million!
.fibers per-cubic meter by n

Juily. - ]
. TTne two milliop level was.

Gecided ypon on the Dbasis o'.-
experience in one British asbes-.

tos factory, where a study of;
290 men indicated thai &t
2bout ‘twice that ievel. or.h
z-small percentage of workers
exposed jor }0 wears or ionger:
deveioped lung scarrng. :
‘IHowever, ‘these woriers have.
since Dbeer re-examined, anc:

- Xeray evidence of lung abnor-

malities was found in 40 to
70.per cent of the same group,

- ol "workers in addition, a num-:

Der of aspestos-reiated cancers:
was founc. . }

“The proposed stancarg wouid,
reduce worker exposwe 10 as-:
bestos 0 500,000 fivers per;
cidic meter, averaged over an|
eight-hour day, with a maxi-
Ton exposure at any one time
ol five million fibers. Workers;
wauid have 1p be educated as:

.iths hazards of asbestos and:

how 0 avoid thew and tested!
piriodically to be sure -tney
were suffering no ill effects. .

“w
. .
-«

':j Records Kept Longer

<Records of both the me‘x..x)
- examinations and tesis of as.
béstos leveis in the work envir-}
onment would have to be kept
for 40 years. or for tae duration!
of' the worker's er.-o:ovmen
plus 20 vears, whichever lo’
was Jger. Tne current standard:
rec.ures retenlion of mecdiical
rézor  § 20 vears anf monie
toring:zf records for oaly tnree!
vears.

-Emplovers wouid also be re.
qn.red under the new swancards{
10 provide shower and change;
. rQoms for asbestos workers 1o
guard against their inadvertani-
)y, carrying the fipers home.
No food, drink or smokingi
would be allowed where asbes-|’
tos was used ‘and workers
would have to wash thoroughly
before eating during the work
das. |

“Tne new standarg woulg cov-
er an esuimated total of 50,000
workers involvéd in the many-;
facsure of asbestos-containing..
produets ang abou: 40.000 fxeld
insulation workans wno are ex-v
pesed to  asbestos duse. pms
many 1ho.xs.nos of oithers wno'
work with producis thai cone’
12in 25DESIOS. i

The standard would not cover:
millions of workers i tne con-!
strucuor industry, where three.!
fourths of 2l asbesios products;
zre used. The Labor Depan-i
ment sai2 it intended to formu-|

“late a separate standard for

. these workers. since they are
usually emploved in nu-:hxed‘

wa')c places and tend to be;

highiv Tansient. i

The Labor Department must!
now prepare an env:ronmemal;
impact and an :nfiationary im-:
pact starement beiore holdmg
: hnnng on tne proposed su.n
cara.

In addition to asbestos sun—
dards, the Qepartment lzst'
week issued proposed new.
standards 1o Jimit worker expo-,
sure tp lead and toluene, l:-omI
widely used hazardous inagus-.
trial supstances, ang smw
lisbed procedures for handung!
3 other toxic chomucals ial
e work environment. - 4



