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July 27, 1944

Robert A. KOhOQ. M. D.
College of Medicine
Eden Avenue

Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Bobs

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter of July 24 to Jack
Bloomfield. I agree whole-heartedly with practically everything that you
say, and I am 100 per cent for every effort toward genuine unity of purpose
and cooperation between the medical and engineering groups in the fiélad of
industrial hygiene.

The letter which you received from Jack was identical with ome
sent by me to the members of the executive committee of the N.C.G.I.H.
cen July 15, but I supplemented mine with the letter of whioh a copy is
herewith. I believe that you will gather from this that we are up against
some unswnountable difficulties unless the commercial senthusiasm of Messrs.
Halos and others who are making a profit out of our meetings can be restrained.
His attitude when here was that we could not think of meeting at such a place
or on such & ‘date because we would lose so and so many commercial exhibits.
On the other hand, he did not appear to give a damn whether the selection
of a given time or place of meeting would have an adverse effect on the
ability of any number of industrial hygienists to get to the conference.
Frankly, he left Phil Drinker and me so fed up with his obvious pursuit
of the dollar that we saw no alternative to cutting ourselves adrift from
him and his exhibits and reverting to the original purpose of our meetings.

I would be more than interested to have your reply to the above,
for I value your opinion most highly. Once again, let me say that I am
for cooperation to the utmost, but I have no intentiom of being told when
and where I am to go to meetings by a group who have no interest beyond
the product whioh they want to sell me.

Sincerely yours, %
<:::::::::iixsr<1-‘e f:;;l==?‘=f="7" €%
h

Manfred B
Director >



NATIONAL CONFERZNCE OF ~OVE NMENTAL INDU:TRIAL HYSISKISTS

July 15, 1944

M. J. Jo Rloomfield
Ire Pe A. Drehm

)&'. Ry u. R'O‘

Zr. L. ®. Foker

r. P. Jo louser

Dr. ¥, B, Yarkuson

It seems worthwhile to add to my letter of this date the follow=
ing swommary of events sinoce I wrote to you and to [r. ‘lolmblad nn June 13,
at which time I assumed that a combined meetin~ in Mgy, 1545, at the Stevens
Fotel, Chicare, had been decided on, and that we would harte to ride alonz
with this decision.

A circular letter received from r. Holmblad on July 5§ stated that
" there were arain "some difficulties®™ as to cates and hotals and proposed the
Drake otel, Chioago, for the week of Apnri]l 23, Aftar talkin~ with MWigs
Cempsey, Professor Drinker, Ir. Lynch and others, I located ¥r. Bloomfield
by telephone im Chicaro and found that he arreed that there were wvalid ob-
Jjections to this proposa]l and that an eastern meeting place should again be
urged. He did this by tslephene, while a number of us here reinforced the
argument by wire and letter.

A wire received from Ir. Helmblad on July 6 asked immediate imvesti-
ration of sccomodatiocns in Bosten for the week of April 23. Contaocts were
made with twelve hotels and a favorable rerort went to Ir. Holmblad by wire
and letter the same day.

A telephone call from Mr. S. G, !llalos on July 10 irformed me that
he was in “oston for & personal investi~sation. A lunchesn confsrenre the
naxt day ircluded Yiss "empsey, Professor Irinker, Mr. Halos and the writer,

At this meeting it beocame quite clear the the preferences of the cormercnial
exhibitors are of overwhelminz ‘mportance in the selestion of nlaces, hotels
_and dates. We were informed that the -eek of Amril 23 was now ruled out and
that that of Anril 2 was proposed. The St. Louis devise of foronr~ everyone
to march past seeminr miles of cammercial exhibits to reach the meeting room
was defended by Mr. Halos and stronrly condemned by ¥r. "rinker anc the writer.
It was admitted that the overlappinrs of sessions which those of us who ro to
meetinzs to hear the papers found so unfortunate at St. Louis may even be
extsnded under curremnt plans for 1546. ‘he question of possible cleavage
between the medical-nursing and industrial hyziene groups was disoussed and
Y. Hanlos was urzed, if 3Soston appeared "out®™ for commercial reasons, to

in estirate the possibilities of Atlamtic City. Both Professor Lr ‘nker and
the writer confirmed our views in letters to Dr. Eolmblad, the former sayine
that he "rot the impression that the tail was wazrinz the dop and that we
were havins this meetinc to mocomodate the exhiltits.”
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I have written this at length in order that you may arrreciate
the extent tn which the continuance of rresent arrancements seems bound
to involve us in increasinsly difficult, If rot actually stultifying
situations, brouzht about by cons! ‘erations for which we nced have no
oonoerne 4All of this was discussed with dr, Bloomfield ard ir. Schrenk
at PBethezda lust “ednemda. ard cur lett.rs to the officers of the AIFA
and JCCIH are by acrecment at that time. It is my own opinion that we
oould Lold bettsr meetinrs, fully as mell attended, with far less effort
and st ro mdue exponse, if ve d4id away with the commercsial complioations
nsw so ascendant. I believe that cansicerations of teshniocal and scianti-
fio integrity will ultimately force us to this decision ani thet it micht
~ell be made now.

tanfred Bowditoch
Chairman

MBI ML

CCt Prof. Philip Drinker
Dr. H. 5, Schrenk
re T, L. Shipmn
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