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W, C. Page, Vice President and Qeneral Manager of Western Opsretiong
United States Smelting Refining and Miring Compeny, Ine,
Salt Lake Cily, Utad

Osntlemen, 1t is always a real plsasurs for ms to attand these 1ud et
ings, more particularly becsuse of the opportunity they gresent to ¢
friends and aoquairtances and 0 maks new ones,
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states of Colorzdo, Utah,levads, Cslifornia, Arisvna end New hNexico,

1 have prepared & tabulstion showing the pounds of recoverwdls lsad pro-
duoed in thepe states for the years 1946 through 1A and the estimated productiom
for the year 199, I shall not burdem you with uu.nw the figures, You caa
eraming them ub wonr latsure,  An eweminzilcn 32 LG, LESVET) Teveais wee saub
that lsad production increased rw.,.l: nirety million pounds,or over L3, as be-
tween 1946 and 19,9, New Mexico 18 the only state of the mupu:n.proaeod
less lead in 199 than in any of the precediny three ysars, 1950, on the other
hand, pressnts 5 sceewhat different picture in that production for that year will
show a substantial drop., 50 far as ] Bave been sbls to ascertain,the luwer proe
duction in 1950 resulted from low netal prices during the early pert of the year
and labor disturbances during the sumemer and fall months, My company's 1990 pro=
duction 48 off because Of 2 strike which shut its Utah mining and seslting ope-
retions dom for five weea during the sumser, Them, as aany of you know,during
the strike a fire occurred in the company's Lark Section wiich we did not get
under control untlil October 30 whan we were able to resume opsretions on a limited
scals, Other mines in Utah, that suspended operations in 19L9 dus to Jow metal
pricea,resumed operations during the summer and [all momths of 1990, Si=tlar
in Orant County,Mew Mexico, & number of nines that had suspended operetions in
19,9 did not resuse until May and Jume, 1950, thereby affecting ths overall produo-
tion in that state,
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tine Production of Recoversbls Lead

{1n pounds)
; » 19UL5¢ U7 15L8e 15L9w 195000
i Ttad 61,122,000 99,396,000 111,590,000 106,1LL,000 99,527,000
Arion L7,860,000 57,132,000 59,796,000 67,135,000 $2,150,000
Coloredo 34,072,000 37,392,000 50,286,000 53,706,000 S3, 580,
California 19,806,000 20,150,000 18,220,000 20,636,000 32,220,000
Yevada 14,350,000  1L,322,000 19,554,000 21,252,000 18,806,000

'“ *‘“ 9. m;m n, 7“5“ 15"“;“ 9.3@,0” a,mO,m

187,348,000 21,165,000  275,06,,000 276,178,000 264,493,000

Jiotes o From preprint U.5.5.M, Minerals Year Book 199,
e *» Approximate figuree only,
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aanatsail Liio,

¢ Presented at the 23rd iAnnuxl Meeting,lesd Industries Association, Nay 17-18, 1991
New York, N.Y., at the Panel Discussion of Lead Produocers.
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While the results of our effort are alwayy gaged by producticn figures of
the past, in a discussion at this ueetin, such figures appear % 28 to be of
valus orly te the extent that they cin be usad to predict the results of
future effort. S0 mAary variables ars ccrlronting the lesd miners today thet
the crystal ball i{s extre~ely cloudy 0 say the lzast and predictions even 88
to the immedinte futurw are &L{fficult 1f not {mpossible to make, In two
months froa now many of us {n the mining game in the intermountxin region will
be confrorted with a deadline date with respact to unica emtrsct negotiaticns
or wags recpering negoiietians. The two major unioms in tids field, L.e,,
International Unton of Kine,X¥1ll and Smelter Workers and the Urdted Steelworimre
of Aserica, have both pubtlicly announced their wage and other bemfit geals for
this year., Mine~¥ill is damarcing a }Cf per hour wage increass, whareas Steel
{3 asking for 254 an hour, Both unions are desanding adjustments in wage df=
forentials and the elizination of geo.rsphic differences in wage retes., In
sddition, fringe banefits are being requested whi if coaverted into oexnts
per hour and adied to the wage dmands, would very result in 8 oombined
iikivare apprviimailug 53¢ Or more per bour, If we are seasuring reasonsbly
socurately the present teaper of the unions with respect to the ooming wage sod
contrect negotiations, it a pears now that negotistions mxy end in s stalemate
and may precipitate strikes in some miming districts. Unlike the World War IX
situation the Ad=irmistration has not this time insisted upon a no-etrike pledge, . .
It aust be recezbered that these tzo unions are today engaged in a conflict for -
suprecacy in the pon~ferrcus metals indistry, Each union will attempt to
achisve §ts goal in order to convinoe the workers of its superior strength to
make the best gains for them, Ths ocpemator, as usmal, is canght in the miXls,

A new factor in the production figure presents itself this year in the fom
of mateting fund aid fcr exploretion grojects by D.N.A. That the net result of
the Qovernment!s effort will be cannot now be predicted, mor will it be measur-
able for smme tiz=e tc ccoe.,  Thoss Of ua who work rather clossly to the gruss
roots in the ;roduction end of tha business feel that if properly adainistered,
the 2unds wdarthe DXL, projrm say be productive of et lesst some good resulte,
I bave asked same of our men who sre in the field a great deal and who are ia
touch with the prospect.r, the lesses and the smll operstor, to give ne a fww
figures that mi It present a bird's eye view of thoss seall mines and prospects
that year after yvar make thair cont ribution to the sum total of lsad procho=
tion in the intemountain area, It is not intended that the ssversl figures
I have represent the coaplete picture by any mseans,but I think thay are an ine
dex which shows that with the intelligent use of funds for axploration purposes
8 few pow mines might possibly be developed, Our estimates show that in Utah,
¥evada, Yesterm Coloredo md Northern Arisona there are st least 185 likely
prospects and small xines, Approxizately 20 of them are more Or less oon=
sistent shippers, Some of them may only ship a truck load a month, (Cthers,
on the other hand, ship upwmards of five railrozd cars a month, Mot necessarily
consistently month after month, but through the years these propsriiss do proe
duos, Ve setimate that in the aggrogats their average productian is in the
naighborhood of a quarter of & millisn pounds of lead per year, Jost of thees
properties live what might be termed %a hand to mouth existence.® MNawy would
ot qualify as participants under a scund explorstion progras and actual ex=-

- ploration work will no doubt take others out of tha category of %mines,® Howe

over, it {s unrealistic to assuse that all of these small aines will fail to
measure up and it is entirely probable that some good ore bodies may be found
&8 & result of the D.M.A, program that are sixply out of reach of the small
opsrator when he relies upon his om resources, I, therefors, telieve that
t.holl.).l.L. program will in all probdability locate same new potential producers
of lsad ore,
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1 have not touched on the question of what i{s a ressonabls price for lead,
nor on the wubjiects of taxss and impory tariffs, These subjects are being

treated by others, In closing I serely wish to make this observation - thst

the wages npow penerally being paid in the non-ferrcus indusiry spprorizately in=
clude the 10Y general adjustoent that l{s permittad under present Wage Stabili-
sation regulations, Ay furthsr increases will go beyond tris 10f and will ree
qQuire a *thowing out® of the present wags freese or ¥age Statilisation approval,
Sheuld the Wage Statdlisation Board see fit to perxit wages to rise substantially
over present ceilings, it must be made %0 realise that the lssd mining and smelt=-

ing industry should receive a higher price for its product without which there

can be 1ittle or o incressed production of lead, but rather it may resclt in a

noticeable decrease, You can judge frum this situstion that the western lsad

producer is far from optinistic as to the immediate future, Some of us om even

Bow see the "old wringer® being set in motion.

s SISE e g v, VN S

e e e ¢ S ——

ekt e




