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T WAS TOO 1ATE FOR \MCETIEN.
“You huve nane mionhe.” ek
at WA Fremamie Hospital 1
Rrent Tuylor last May when his
capreer was diagiosed. “There's 1o
treatment and no read hope, We'l
make vou us comfy us we can.”
But Tuylor, the 32-vear-vld futhe
of three soung children. has refured
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CANCeT 81 g wien blue aslestos fie
bwes are inbu.ed and spesr the lung
lining—snateh him sway, Faat i, he
plans to be around a while yet—-long
enugh tos waich his children grow,
plant trevs, play cricket and sceure
bis funily’s fiture by winning « size-
#ble compensation puyout from those

ter fffusnees tor
casy that will evdig glly kill lim.
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a yqungster. In
Coynt test cas

]

ich

o

r—— " t— 2. ¢ b ar



 been razed and the businesses have

=4 Jong since disappcared. But John
$ ¥  Gordon, of solicitors Slater and Gon
P don repreasniing Brent Taylor, says -
24 that of the 6,500 mine- and millwork-
B4 ers, one in three has developed or will
3 develop tha:bess’gu&mhted cances. And
-4 among the 1 ron-mineworking
B residents st least one in 20 has oc will
g ﬁ“wmﬂo&eﬁm The Perth-besed
¢ s Discases Socicly estimates
: % that at lenst 2,000 miners and rsei-
5§  dents have died to date.
B Fallowing more than a decade of
S  bitter, headline-making legal battles,
E23  CSR in 1988 admitted lLiability for as-
JIE~3 bestos-naused cancer developed
1K mine- and millwurkers and set asi
—:}\ more than $20 million to seitle the
il 53 claims of the 200 miners then seek-
*¥  ing compensation. Since that time,
cluims have continued to be filod and

& further 150 people have received a
tota) of $22.5 million, averaging
$150,000 each. But the compaay ad-
mits no lishility for the cancer suffer-
em like Teylor who lived in the town
but were not mineworkers. “There is
0 much unresvlved in this matter,”
explains John Mengler of CSR's solic-
jtory, Jackson McDonald. “Jt {s atill
unknown whather there is a liahility

§ < Brext Tayler ¥ Witteneow’s
. fin€s stronyith in ashestos mine Is
falth, 4 beflevels  shut now; enlya
stemal Ufe andR's  ecore of sgiatiers

: Ashiburton. “t
am ot to die pretastuncy,” be
says, “and the people who must 1od
after my family arc those who an:
responsible for my death™

people who lived or worked ar Wit
tenoom from 1943 until 1966 wi
the ashestus mine was clused do
Tuday the houses in Witterioum
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p J thosc actually *
ed in the fuine. I's still to be
what jeffect this level of

ure had.” - | |

fotwithstandigg this denial of
fmc;!:ibmibﬁity, C$R 's'policy is o offer
such victims $500000 compensation.
So fgr three former Wittencom rvei-
denis bave takes cmey.hut
marty mesotheliopme. vuferers are
waiging for the regv't of Breat Taylor’s
claim. I his bid fot a'larger payout-

the pracedent could help
& ailing ex.r

he
of six figurcs. N
eclining on § black leather
rige in his moféim brick-and-tile
¢ ins Yangebyp, south of Parth,
Tay!
life

dents win sums

calmly dijc.sses the tum his
takea, T4 fobmer health and
;d‘gy ogicer,b byed lg'n;ewfomd
aith and positivg-thihking courses,
i mtﬁ’lov wife Debbie, 28,
twitjs Brendan agd Lauren, 2, and
beby Brent, 7 mdrths. Though weak-
er by the day, hi ul
ran'’s

G
anje sasily accotmmo-

t¢s the twins, who clamber aboard
their dad and snpgglé hard. Soon the
ildren, snowy-eaded inheritors of
Brent's startling bright blue eyes, .
peacefully, lyled to sleep by his

gentle voice as e of horrors
that they will only lajer understand.
IMy whole famjlyicould be de-
fyed by this djseaso,” he says, re- _
:-Tgng how for fjve yéars beginning i
- in 1961, he, his pjiner dad Butch, ;
tmuin Dot and twoisidters were ex- |
pd 10 blue asbetds fibres afler the

aniily setiled infthe outback mining
town 1,600km npith of Perth, Though

Brant is the firs{tis fall victim 1o
asbeytos-relatedicanuer, the others
feag that it may b4 only s matter of .
time hefare theyld>perience the
lessness and gharp pains in
chest, back sl{ouk!er that
sighal the illnes) |
uvlor recall speni
splashing in eryhtals:lear rock pools
playing in b richered Wit-
tenpom dirt—dit laked with asbestos
dugt and fibres fhot would Quat out of
the mine and sy dn every surface
in the town. Likp:!ihé flies and the 40-
degree-plus hest)1h tiny blue fibrgs
caught in d clothes and!
swirled into the and down the
thibut whien thelwesicrly winds blew
| R
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were just something the people of
Wittenoom leamed to put up with.
Suys Dot Taylor, 52: “It seemed a
great place to live. We niever knew
anything about the dangers of as-
bestos. The kids used to play in the
sand pits, mix the dust with water 1n
throw it around.” She adds bitterly -
“What has happened to miy son is
heartbreaking. ¥ atill look at Brent
and can’t believe it. 'm very proue
the way he's handling it. He's mads
up his mind he's going to live.”
Other former rexidents. share

Beut's fight. Colesn Coulthard, 4€; |
ulthard, 4€

lost her father, mi
ashestos-related cs
sell is o vitim of mesotheli

prime mover in the Ashiestos Dincy
Soviety, Strong and jolls. ehe spends
her days bucking up fcllow victims

%d Dodd,

such as Taylor and ruising funds fer |

wesothelioma research being done b
associate professor Bruce Robinso
Pentir’s Sir Charles Gairdner Hosp -
1al. She recalls how the Wittenoon:
was always thick with ssbestos dust.
“We hiad flywire on our windows.

30 ciomrweo
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When the blue fibres caught in the
wire and gew o thicls o o?lxlwdn't
sce out any more, you'd give
screen 8 hit with th broom.”
The whack would serd them hillow-
into the sir. Doctors say just one
inhaled fibrs is enough tv ki
According to Robinson, 42,
mesotheliona Is the most resiatant of
all known cancers to the three stane
durd forms of treatment: 1t cun't be
removed surgically and it shrugs off
radistion and chemotherapy. That
leaven immunclogy-—stimulation of
the body’s anti<cuncer cells—and
that is where Robinson is directing
his enctyy, And where Brent Taylor's
hopes of living longer lie. “Mesathe-
lioma is a concer not of the luug it
sclf, but of the plevrn, the sac the
Jung sits in.” Robinson says. “You ins
hale the fibre and it penstrates the
Jung like a spear. 1t inakes its way
through the lung and penctrates the
plenra. Over the years it stimulates
the calls of che pleurs arnd in 10 10 15
years you gat domage that produces
the cancer-—an uncentrollable gruwth

gows inside the
+3 the Jung and

Jung {intil it collag g
ibsucs,” After

i atfer surrvunding

} he
nally ill. “It
o]. But the per-
80N cheryone was ing was atifl
alive) ft was an avp
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v";::g he met Coleen Coulthard,
“She was a soure of great strength
for us,” says Taylor, who later fourd
solace in religion, joincd a positives
thinking class and resolved to ﬁfht
gaaranice his young family's welfa
For help with his legal and medics!
affairs, Taylor turved 10 Robert Vajas

i ———

< Volakovic ad-
dressss Wittenoom
viction ot Serpon-
tine, WA, sarly this
mowtis. “Im grate-
ful Browt is taking
this action, met
oaly for himset! and
s family but for

| kovie, 52, presidcnt of the Asbestuu
Diseasus Society of Australia, Voja.

kovie's link with the residents of the
town goes hack 1 196], when he
was a broke young Croutlan migrant
packing usbeston in the Wittenoom
ggomm p(::i Christmas mgm won
in a puker game it

his ticket out of t?::t. But he never
forgot his workmates.

‘nday the former accountant is
dedicated 15 helpie; theae who ro-
mained behind, “We have not yet es-

is of Wit-

R is prepared

jt.e this offer

{850,000). Take it bt lenve it. In the

past it's been taken by & number of
" And what of Brent Tayloe?

we're prepared to

His dlaira is poteritislly a large one.
He's got 2 family a3q is & young
man,”|seys Mengler.*“1i’s up to him
to the court that his meso-
theliota was causdd by exposure
[to blue asbestos fibres].”

Taylor intands t¢ ¢lo Just that. “It’s

CSR and the go

. Today, as he fights for his life,
Taylof surrounds Hithself with livi
thi is family} thelr friends who
oome and go, his bblinding 4-month-
old blise heeler, Jack. Even the Jush
tropical palms and shrubs in
his garden thrive. My aimistodoa
TAFE in horti¢ulture and work

part-time in & nurspty,” he suays, “A

go:!lljkemuis' :mt.]lt Ips
with dry positive tiifking. angry
when:people throv ir. the wws:; My
gces;:x}:,; in ll; d hands, and I'l}
ghhing af everything 1o stay
alive+—diets, acuplthcture, herbal
remcdies, anything.Tiis is one of the
mainzeasons | amsunning with the

churdh. P'm not siging back and ac-
oceptitig what doctdrb say is gospel.”

Orjce his family'§ fihancial fusturé
iy sedure, Tuylor pléna to make quali-
ty lirfe of howeveg magy montha or
years he has left: bing with Deb and’
the kids, landscags

meags hitting sixds
don't have to mo
! . ;
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