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Vthl-cancw link .
poses food queshon-

By DENNIS POLITR

. and DON ROUGHTON

Lutsniie Timas 30300 Writers

An Talfan seicrtisl hos found that lato-

animals fed tiny amounts of vinyl

chi de — a bazic chomicat used in many

plattics — developod a rure eancor called
angloxorconn.

Unlil now the enly Xknawn link botween
vinyl chloridg apd cancar was through
cxposure to the chemical’'s fumcs. The
romhlmy of conlcacting the cancer by

gerting vinyt chloride through the di.
g«l)n system, while hinted ot, had net

cen prosad in 8 lsboratory.

A spokemsn for the Nationsd lnnmm
of Occupolionsl Safcty snd tle:kh apid
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ng used on food
rm ul to the goneral pul !lc.

‘l‘h Ralinn sclentlt, Cosuro Maliond,

hod sorao thne sgo vacovered the &ppas-
ent ink botwern cuposury to vinylchlo

‘v

'&

P

sids fumes and & higherdhan-normy) rate

of ¢yglomarcuine among chomical work.
o,

Tis Javestigutions by Maltoni and
othe. acientisla tnto the dangers of vinyl
ollo Iy worv moved out of the leadora
torirs and Into the chemicol and plaitics
Indurrics after tho B. F. Goodrich Co,
repo ted In January last year thet soveral
of 11 Louisville employes may have dled
of it # rure vancer
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.+ stored In the bottles for sevovs! months : . sbarch Ditle as 80 parls of the chemlesl por bile,
" conlalned up 1o 20 parts of tho chemical kitlogrsm — g third the dosgge’ — :;grf' ltlzll!:fll:; 't‘:::mc' tendoney o lcach out il::kg::;n or the m&d:{h bl:lg'g mled‘:.g ’
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- Cancer-vinyl link raises a question. of
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. Continueg From Pags Ove

vertigations uncovered st Jeast iwo dosen
+ - deaths of chemical workers from the un-
usyal eancee, which stlacked thelr livers.
Suven of the known deaths were among
. workers at the Goodrich plant on Beils
Lane. The most recent death occurred
- Tuesduy. Two other employos here are

R being treated for the disesse.

Up 1l now, however, the bulk of the
. been

pressure hay on reducing exposure

l', %0 the chemicel, not on Jooking inlo what

!

.-

2
¢
2
L3

'

,

- the use of plestic bott

" happens to people who est food that has
.~ deen packaged in plasiie,
Howover, federnl rr{:uhtou did dan

es by the lquer

. industey afler i1t wan found that liquor

per million paris of tho produst. Vinyl
~ chlocide spparontly was leaching out of
the contalagrs Into the liguor. The feder-
8l regolators clalmed tha ban was only
. precsuticnary and allowed distillers to
" sell of( liquor thal slready had bets bot-

+ tled In’plastic.

has found ihat anlmh' tvenn  small
smounts of vinyl chloride with tdelr food
develop anglosarcoma. .

Vinyl was put inte food

The UX. Nruunhtln sald that a0
conding 1o the information the sgancy has
retel one oxperiment porformed
Maltont Involved tho sddition of B0 mll
gtams of vinyl chloride to each kilogram
of food glvern 1o Iaboratory snimals,
{There are 1,000 milligrams in 8 gram
and 1,000 s In & kilogram, which Is
about X3 nds.) The animals dovel
opod saglusarcome in about 45 wooks.

. When the ratio of vinyl chloride to
food was fowernd to 10.8 mililgrams

animals ghowed signs of anglosarcom
w\vuu‘hthc 7] ﬂumnuu " 1o

The cancer was. produced in the
thymir gland of the neck of the animals.
Reacar hers ropotiedly favor the study of
this glind In many cases bocause of Il
rapid ¢evelopment during the eatly yoars
of 82 .rimal's lifo. The rescarchery have
found -hot ongiosarcoma produced by ex-
posure {o vinyl chloride Is goncrally not
dotected until humon beings huve been
expoat to it for st least 10 years.

The difficulty with viny) chloride for

is that the chemical s exttemely un-
stable. Evon whon stablized In tho form
of polivinyl chlorido or socalied PVC,

" the viuyl chloride han a tendency to
breck tlown in tiny amounts. As the te-

on liquor bottles Indicatod, the

torials, ,
Polyiinylchloride packaging s ex-

trumely populer in the food industey,’

where R is used ln botties, fars, wrappers,
and troys used to hold mests. It Is also
used in plates, cups, eoting wtamells, and
food-storaga containers, . )

The B. ¥, Grodrich Co., In a Jotter to
the Food and Drug Adminlsiratlon Iasg,

. month, reported that it could endorse the ,,
fastics In the food industry “pro."

use of

vided there is no detectable monomer (lnd

!

Sugxest now lechnlqui ' -

Goodrich suggestod an analysts fech.!.
nigue thst permils the detection of a9).

tical detinltion of sero” pressnce © they
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tMs case, vinyl chloride ting to the - .
‘the chy mical, plustics, and food Industries food.” Y ) mignding to m,.'
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}'. The plagtics Indust has olresdy |t . \ v ' :
" begue restyrch on developing a pisstic| @ > o L0 B T BRI LS .
!> that will not lsach out the vinyl chloride . . YL e . R R
Into the material belag packaged. R S ¥, g o L N o
- __According to the spokcsman for the | - oo sa e y SRS R L I DELIUE LY ¢ IS ;
nele o3 industry, o Jea ' : S vy x :
trsde gcoup, Bas disclosed W&.l“!ﬂ’ U chemical ln u matortal. (By contrast, Jolow 3 parts of viul ehloride gor mif. ?o ! | :
B O BRI +he = Jovels of vinyl chloride in the uir xx¢. hat e 0P g
. 'ml' e?lmhud in parts per million, A . 4 :
. 4 A N d B . . : )
, : o The chomleal firma that convert vinyl . . : : ‘
C R ’d\'!‘oﬂ:!‘: g Into iny polits of polsvins) 7 deaths ware In Cansds et i
. S L X . v 00 ed - cmh . R Y ’ .;:
* . S L ﬁ;ﬂ. llm:d"!l ::m.:mg expouresto thy 10 addition to the seven h‘:’lmblmlll': i
e e chemical, Regulators have cut the max- eathy and two workers who Wi T . .
PR .., imum permissible exposure to 00 ports of ireated for the discase hore, DUTNRTAL

of tha indusiry doaths preu st a Cp- WY
andiun plant r:w operated by Gondrleh, ,j’ !
The Gaodzich spokarman, however, noted ¥ "
that six of the employes worked for the o=~
firm that s0l@ tha plant to Goodrich and oyl N
the n‘:cnu‘\ was 3 ot the time of the ;,-‘_-: 3
lant {zansfer. - LAt M N
' Hs said that while other emgploye cans * -0 -
. sqr deaths have been favestigatod by Ce- "2 o
aadlan experts, none of the otbors have « -
been confirmod ty sulopsles.

ST the or milion parte of sic — a 10th
ST the %‘n::%om at aﬂ ~— ond sftey April
1, the incdustry’wos to cut opcraling Jovels
.. to lesy than one part per nmitlion. How.
s qver, the ndustry le waging & Jegel fight
“. yagainst 1o April 1 dvad! m.ich .
A kesman for Goodr slerdsy
AU . &’?ommg Jerels ol the gulwulc
PR RN plnt )ﬁ:l\.r- bo%n:utll to icoe tbs‘g ﬁx”pan&‘
e ’ miition. rm
s;l.:um when levils wi 1be plaot Tise.
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