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M r. C. W ickem eyer - ■ ■ 1 -jV ■ : — '• - - • ■ •••'* '■  •' ■ -
G eneral Superintendent 1 : : ^ . . i , . . . .
National Lead Company- - j ■ .■ .... .
900 W. 18th S tree t * ■ ' V * -•  r-.-- ^  - ' •*
C hicago, I ll in o is  • ••••• I'.f;

your le t te r  o f N ovem ber 8 , and I b e liev e  that you are  dea ling with a 
ca se  w h ich .a im oat cer ta in ly , w ill be regarded a s  a  com pensab le seq uel 
o f lead  absorp tion .. I do not have the in form ation  that w ou ld  enab le m e 
to be en t ire ly  cer ta in  cf the co r rec tn ess  o f th is opin ion, but th ere  is 
nothing in  the m a ter ia l which you have sen t m e that would enable m e , as 
your m ed ica l a d v iso r , to te l l  you how to com bat the opin ion o f the 
oph tha lm olog ist that th is m an 's optic atrophy m ay we ll have been an 
ex p ress io n  of the tox ic  e f fec ts  o f lea d . This opin ion is  founded on the 
fac t that a  su ff ic ien t absorp tion  o f lea d  m ay  cause op tic atrophy, e ith er 
by d irec t ac t ion  on the nervous t is su e  o r  through in d irec t e ffec ts  upon 
the reg ion a l blood v e s s e ls .  {I have seen  b ila te ra l re t in a l hem orrhage as 
the p r inc ip a l les io n  in lead  po ison ing, and although the eventual resu lt  of 
such hem orrhage d if fe r s  in d e ta il from  that d escr ibed  h e re , such  e ffec ts 
on o ther  lo ca l blood v e s s e ls  can  bring about m uch the sam e e f f e c t s . ) .
F o r  th is rea so n , in com batting a c la im  o f th is type, o r  ra ther in  d e te r ­
m in ing the fac ts  in  the c á se , one is  put to the n e ce ss ity  o f dem onstrating 
e ith er  that th ere  w as no sign if ican t absorp tion  o f lead , o r  that the d ise a se 
was caused  by som e o th er  d e fin ite ly  dem onstrab le d ise a se , p r  that both 
o f th ese fa c ts  w ere  tru e .

A s to the f i r s t  o f th ese  p o ss ib i l i t ie s , I know nothing,at f i r s t  hand, o f the f 
sev e r ity  o f th is m an*s• exposu re to lead  in  h is  work, but I m u st a ssu m e, >-
from  som e fa m ilia r ity  w ith  the lead  trad es,- that during the p ast tw enty ;
y ea rs  in w hich he is  sa id  to  have been working at a fu rn ace, he had the 
opportunity to ab sorb  a  consid erab le  am ount o f lea d. (The m a ter ia l which 
you have sen t m e does not go into th is p rop er ly , and one would a ssu m e th a t 
none o f the ph ysic ian s has any defin it ive in form ation on th is v e ry  v ita l , 
m atter . 1 cam on ly  a sk  why t i l ls  is  not see n  by  them  to be the crux o f the 
c a se . It d oes not appear that you r  Company had any sound m ed ica l b a s is 
fo r  the ap p ra isa l of th e -sev e r ity  o f the exposu re with in the plant; •- Other-®

D ear M r, -W ickem eyer:

I have gone o v e r  the in form ation  on which you sen t with

2 fi '.j -iOi' . . ? I . - . .  .  ••
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M r. C. W ickem eyer -  (2) -  N ovem ber 10, 1954

w ise , you would have been in  p o sse ss io n  o f Ü, I a ssu m e, and would have 
forw arded it  to m e . h i O r. Sym m es' sum m ary report of N ovem ber 2, 
and in D r. H arger 's sum m ary rep ort, including D r. Sym m es' find ings, 
appear the on ly r e fe ren ces to any attem pt to  m easu re  the extent of M r.

; l l j ^  él; lead  ; ^ ,:ahnlytiehJ.;' m e^ns, :; A pparent ly  ■ both th e ; ■
u r ine and the blood w ere ana lysed , the la t te r  on July .14 {day,of reporting).
I know nothing o f the an a lyst o r  the m ethods o f a n aly s is , .The resu lts  , 
obtained, how ever, if  taken a t th e ir  fa ce  va lu e, show that M r. B rooks had 
absorbed dangerous quantities o f lead . Of pa r ticu lar  im portance is  the 
resu lt on the blood. The concen tration  o f 0 .1 0  m g. p er  100 gram s (given a s 
0 . 1Q0 m gm . %-in D r . Symmes* report), i f  co r rec t , is  such a s  to ju stify 
the d iagn osis o f lead  poison ing in  the p resen ce  of a  le s io n  o r  le s io n s  which 
a re  com patib le w ith the e ffec ts  o f lead  absorp tion . (The norm al range is 
0 .01  to 0 . 06-f, and anything above 0 .0 8  is  po ten tially  dangerous. )  It is 
sim p ly  not p o ss ib le , under th ese  c ircu m sta n ces, to sa y  that lead  had 
nothing to do with the optic atrophy. - 1 su sp ec t that it  did not, but there is 
nothing by way o f ev id en ce.to  support th is opin ion in  th is c a se . In sum m ary, 
then, w ith r esp ec t to the sev e r ity  o f the exposu re to lead , the fa c ts  a re  not 
en tire ly  adequate, but from  the in form ation  which  has been developed, it  is 
n e c essa ry  fo r  m e to  conclude that M r. 4H H R M w as exposed  to lead  in  h is 
work, and that he absorbed lead  to an exten t that was poten tia lly  hazardous.
If you have any ev idence to  ind icate that th is .was not the c a se , you should 
bring it  out. I should ad v ise  you, a t th is poin t, that i f  the data on the m en 
in  th is r esp ec t a re  the find ings on the stipp ling  of the red  blood co rp u sc les , 
you .may ju st a s  w e ll fo rg e t about th e ir  e x is ten ce . • A s an answ er  to th is 
question , o r  to any o ther im portant asp ect o f  the effec t ive  m odern m ed ica l 
contro l o f the hyg ien ic situa tion  in  the'hazardous lead  tra d es, th is p rocedure 
is  ob so le te , and in any m odern m ed ico~ lega l hear ing in  th is country such 
reports a re  not worth paper on which they a re  w r itten .

This b r ings us to the considera tion  o f the nature of M r .M jH H J | i l ln e s s .
• The o r ig in a l report o f D r . A lv is  says ca teg o r ica lly  that t f i^ d isea se  o f the 
.eyes was not ind u str ia l, and it is  ev ident that D r. A lv is  b e lieved , a s  did D r . 
Haggard (who is  sa id  by D r ., H arger , in h is  sum m ary,' to be the plant 
physic ian ), that i t  was syp h il it ic  in o r ig in . Subsequently, D r . A lv is  ( le tter  

- , - o f Hall C ochrane, N ovem ber 3, 1954) is  sa id  to have adm itted that the optic 
. ; atrophy could have been due to lea d  absorp tion . ,{Just why th is fac to r  was 

not consid ered  by both D r s . Haggard and A lv is  a t the tim e the le s io n s  of 
: optic atrophy w ere f i r s t  d iscovered , is  incom p rehensib le  to m e. This was 

the t im e to determ ine th e.ex ten t o f th e em p loyee 's absorp tion  o f lead . This 
. was a lso  the tim e to institu te  trea tm en t to p reserv e  as m uch,of the patien t's 

v is ion  a s  p o ss ib le , and if  the therapy fo r  syp h ilis had turned out to be
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Mr. C. Wickemeyer - (3) - November 10, 1954

b en efic ia l, one would have had reason  to su sp ect that th is d ise a se  w as the 
cause o£ the le s io n . ) D r . H arger quotes two other oph tha lm olog ists a s  b e l ie v in gi  i
that lead  m ay have been  the cau se of the optic atrophy, and then, h im se lf , 
sta tes  that th is m an had both syp h ilis  and lead  po ison ing, that h is  secondary 
optic atrophy is  not due to the sy p h il is , and thus we a re  le f t  w ith chron ic lead 
poisoning a s  the ca u se . This conclusion  m ay o r  m ay not be tru e, but it  is 
p lau sib le , it  cannot be d isp roved , and, in m y opin ion, you a re  inescapab ly 
stuck  w ith i t . ,

C ord ia lly  you rs.

R obert A . . Kehoe, M. D .

RAK ef

Vr~

. ■ ■  - iKi

C. C. : M r. E. G. Kestenbaum

Enc.
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How s in ce  you brought th is to m y attention, and s ince  you know m e w e ll 
enough to understand m y m otives in  say ing what I think about a situation 
of th is so r t , I sh a ll go som ew hat beyond the ord inary p rov ince of p ro ­
fe ss io n a l candor, and com m ent to you a lon e, on the rea l s ign if ican ce o f 
th is c a se . The thing that d is t r e ss e s  m e about it , beyond m y natural 
humane reaction to a trag ic  situation , is  that th is m an was perm itted  to 
work in a job involv ing hazardous absorp tion  o f lead  until he was a lm ost 
l i te r a l ly  blind with optic atrophy. If th is is  p rev en tive m ed ic ine in . 
i ndustry, it  barks back  to the dark a g e s . Such a  thing m ight happen, 
perhaps, a s  the resu lt o f som e fa ilu re  to reco g n ise the ex is ten ce  o f a 
ser io u s exposure to lead  in  the m id st of a  m anufacturing ac tiv ity  in which  
lead v/as on ly a m inor engred ien t. It m igh t happen in a o n e-h o rse  plant 
in which inexper ienced  o r  ir resp o n sib le  and ignorant people w ere operating 
in  d isregard  of a  poten tia l hazard . But that it  should happen to an 
em ployee of a  la rg e  and w e ll known Company, lik e  National Lead, is
a lm ost in c red ib le . It.is  then an ev id en ce o f g ro ss  incom petence on the
pari: of som e resp on sib le  person  o r  p e rso n s.

I am  not say ing th is b ecause I b e liev e , n e c e ssa r i ly , that the optic atrophy 
resu lted  from  lead  absorp tion . I su sp ect from  t ie  descr ip t ion  o f the e y es 
that i t  was the resu lt  o f d ise a se  of the blood v e s se ls  of the eye. But no 
m an w hose v is ion  is  fa il in g  in th is m anner should be sub jected to the r isk 
of dangerous absorp tion  of lead , whether the r isk  is  that of the man as to 
h is v is io n  and health., o r  whether if  is  that o f your Company as to its 
l ia b il i ty . M edical su p erv is ion  of a  po ten tia lly  hazardous lead  plant in vo lves -r 
the n e c e ss ity , as a m atter  o f p ro fessio n a l duty and com petence, to know the ■ 
exten t o f the haaard of lead  absorp tion  o f the people in  the plant, to know the. , 
p r e c ise  exten t to which each job in vo lves the likelihood  of lead  absorp tion , . - 
and to know the p h ysica l sta tus of the ind iv idua ls, in  re la tion  to the . -
ch aracter  and the w ear and tea r , as w ell a s  the hazard s, of th eir  job . ,4j_,
Nothing le s s  than th is type of m ed ica l su p erv is ion  w ill p ro tec t your peop le *•' ' t  
and p ro tec t your Com pany's p osition , and it  is  quite c lea r  that the t im e is  -,
n ea r  when your Company w il l not be ab le  to accep t the financia l r isk  .
a sso c ia ted  w ith le s s  than e ffec t ive  m ed ica l and hygien ic superv isiez!.

I take advantage of th is ra ther  c r i t ic a l situa tion  to  point th is out, s in ce  th ese 
a r e  the on ly  opportun ities that p resen t th em se lv es to industry  to lea rn  fro m ,  
th e ir  m is ta k es what not to do. If that seem s to he unfair, I ask  you to rem ind ' ■ '? 
y o u rse lf , i f  n e c essa ry , {and I hard ly  think it  is  necessa ry ) that m y concern  ", 
with th is m atter  has com e out o f long and so m etim es painful exp er ien ce, and 
that it  a r ise s  out of a profound in te res t in  the w ell being o f A m er ican  indus­
t r y  and a ju stif iab le  p r ide in its  accom p lish m en ts, b ecause of which I am  a ll 
the m or^  sen s it iv e  to its  fa u lts .
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