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»Dea.r Mr. Wickemeyer'

I have gone over the information on which you sent with
- your letter of November 8, and I believe that you are dealing witha
- case which,almost certainly, will be regarded as'a compensable sequel
‘of lead.absorption.. Ido not have the information that would enable me
‘to be entirely certain d the correctness of this opinion, but there is
;nothmg in the material which you have sent me that would enable me, as
‘your medical advisor. to tell you how to combat the opinion of the : -
loﬁlhthalmologxst that this man's optic atrophy may well have been an
‘expression of the toxic effects of lead. This opinion is founded on the
: }1cient absorption of lead may cause optic atrophy, either
n on the nervous tissue or through indirect effects upon
cod vessels. (I have seen bilateral retinal hemorrhage as
> ‘ion in lead poisoning, and although the eventual result of
) ‘;""Ef.ers in detail from that described here, such effects
ood vessels can bring about much the same effects.)
ini comba.ttmg a clazm of this type. or ra.ther in deter— :

i-e rwa.s no’ ugmficant absorptxon of lead, or that the disease
some\ ather definitely demonstrable disease, or that both
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As tothe. firgt of these possibilities, I know nothmg.at first hand. of the
severity of this man's.-exposure to lead in his work, but I must assume,

frorn some. famﬂxarity with the lead trades. that during the pa.st twenty

Yaiciams has any definitive information on this very vital X
n only ask why this is not seen by them to be the crux of the
3 not'appear that your Company had any sound medical basis
sal of the severlty of the exposure- thhin the plant. : Qther=
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Cordially yours,.

Robert A, Kehoe, M. D. ;

RAK ef

C.C.: Mr. BE. G. Kestenbaum o o

Enc.
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I am not saying this because I believe, necessarily, that the optic atrophy
resulted from lead absorption. I suspect from the description of the eyes
that it. was the res f‘t%of dwease of the blood vess els of the eye. But no

—)

C____

hability. Medxca.l suf
the necessity'*w SR I

1e¢ v sion wxll prdtect your pe0p1e ;
y!; posxtion; and'it is quite clear that the time is
wﬂ.} not be able to ina

: ctwe médzt

as socaaf.ed withw l‘e‘s aﬁd hyglemc‘ sﬁpervzsmn.

1 ta.ke a.dvantage of ﬂus rather cmtical situation to point thzs out, since these
are the only Opportumties that present ‘themselves to industry to learn from
their mistakes what not to do. -If thit seems to be unfair, I ask you to rezmnd
yourself, if necessary, {and 1 hardly think it is necesaary) that my concern-

with this matter has come out of long and sometimes pamful experience, and
that it arises out qf a pmfound interest iix the well being of American indus-

try and a Jusnﬁzabl‘ pride in its accomplzshments, because of which I am a.n
the more sens;tive to its faults.
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~To:z National L.cad Company
900 W. 15th Streat
Chicago, linois:

Attention: My, . Wickemeyer

Creneral Superintandent

Zeimbursement of the Meltering Laboratory for

Se A, ¥ehoe, M. Iy, in the case
of va Plational T.ead Company 225,00
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