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Inter-Office
Correspondence

Date July 28, 1980

To . R. W. Scott, D. J. Toth
Division & Plant Brake - Gallatin, Louisville
From F. M. Kovalik

Division & Plant Brake - Galesburg

Copyto J..L. Nehring «

Subject Asbestos Brake Lining

Attached is a bulletin from OSHA and NIOSH, whichys
= AT oRd z Iy

problems that could stem from asbestos f1ber
environment.
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It is extremely important that we brin %’bq»a co

grind elimination program so that weyg
problems from OSHA which appears
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May 16, 1980

Mrxr. Jim Pruneski .
Eaton Corporation 3,
Brake Division (;
21220 West Eight Mile Rd.

P.O. Box 935 s N
Southfield, Michigan 48037 L) v
PL N
. . C\ 4 RN
Dear Jim: = (
r\\.b‘ \’?’.?

Attached is an article from,,‘thelErJ.cE'\iz'rb‘ﬁ Mater:.al Institute
regarding asbestos fiber in the wé(‘\:&ng place. Thought this

might be of interest to yeil
.(‘,\

?.‘:}" ‘i?;(‘ry *truly yours,
. f‘}
~ \Xf \;J\T%UQ\M w

« John J. Brown
.“A\ - Account Manager
: Original Equipment Sales
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YRICT{JY MATERIALS STANDARDS THSTITUTE, ING., E-210 ROUTE 4, PARAUS, H.J. 07652
" BULLETIW

J(/ j% No. 679
o’

April 23, 1980

g ,di/c,/
C'/C/ NIOSH~--0SHA RECOMMENDATIOHNS CONCERNING

M/(f ‘,3/1 WORK PLACE EXPOSURE TO ASBESTOS

In a press conference held on April 17, 1980 some expected reconmendations
wvere annowmced to the media by a joint working group of individuals from
RIOSE and OSBA. This press release was in most of the major papers last

Esgentially,—thIs Teleass Etated—that VIOSH and OSHA wera Tete didg., .

that the work place exposure levels for asbestos be reduced ‘xtom : ‘f’tsea:s

per cc TWA standard now in effect to O 1 fibers per cc gxposure 13&;-\
£-3-DX8EECO SHA peopledts ‘us

.vording 100,000 fibers per cubic meter ‘rather than el 3.1 £ per: ce

vhich had been used earlier. This method of expre;s\;hg £{hg7)comts

bas been advocated by Dr. Selikoff and others in(’ogder t&\gg.thaps get

larger headlines in the news redia. wh ot ;

Dr. Robbins of HINSH wrote a letter to Dr.g Bgngham‘%%OSHA concerning
its recommendations. Some may recall D binsr jadvocates the complete
elimination of asbestos from the wor‘.g“ e aixq‘ M. the environment.

Among the items stated in the pre release"\{;\d the reports are:

(1) There is no safe exposure Eot asbestos. (2) All

commercial and several non—co cia of asbestos cause disease.

, They did not discuss any pew inf on they had uncovered thar

‘ pupported their recommen t:io ) Teducing the exposure level from

2 fibers per cc to 0;4.fibexs cc. This is a most jmportant mave

on the part of ItIOS&i‘bﬁd OBEA S ’Ehey"are supggesting that a new rule may —.
Xnonths from the date of this press release..  ~

This move by a—-ost!)g'*::mmled vith the cradle to grave control appreach
of the TP\ d hay 'ia. ovemhelminc effects on our iudustry. lost of
those who Itave uorf 4 with the occupational controls and requirements
feel that a O0g% (ﬁ?:er per cc THA exposure level is the equivalent of no
asbestos iu the frork place., This information on the press release and
the statew by Dr. Robbins and Dr. Bingham are enclosed for your
1nformat;i\o\q*~ ’

é::D - ° xu ‘7. Ddslme
Executive Director

Distributfon: Health and Evvironmental Affalrs Committee

Active Hembers (List C)
Repional Members (U.S, duesg)
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WL S.DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
' ) sz i T e ¢
CONTACT: NIOSH Information 0ffice (301) -443:-2140 T . %b
FOR RELEASE: 1:00 P.M.,EST . . ) . - : \;“‘ ¥
’ «  Thursday, April 17, 1980 R A - L P y

.
2t . . . PO IS ¢ 3

! - . e - . -"%;.‘#:.:. .

" REMARKS BY NIOSH DIRECTOR ANTHONY ROBBINS ON @5, colewa

- THE NEED FOR A NEW ASBESTOS STANDARD P
e )y NS :

’ . Y . . .
- . . . Y BREICRY

R T T o0 {:;? q@ .
Good aftemcon. 1 am Dr. Anthony Robbins, Diregg_’,rs of H}‘(a National

. Inst:itul:e for Occupational Safety and Health, ,NI!Q&H Wici}ne are Dr. Eula

53

Bingham, the A tant t £ Safet: d :
N gham, the Assistant Secretary of Labor fq\}wcupg;:%mal afety and Health;

‘}"n .,
Dr. Bailus Walker. Jr., Direct:or of Bea‘i{s\'\éitandgtd} for OSHA; and two NIOSH
o i P
scieucists, Hr. Richard Lemen and Jhn.,ngme;xt. .
Ve are ‘here to announce thé?(&x!din sfqﬂ' a joint NIOSH/OSEA Work Group
T3
tha: has reviewed recent saiémifiq:’éngomtion about: the health effects oE
N
: 23
8s‘_,besc°s‘ ) i % {\J“J ‘M ‘\ . . e ! '. ‘. ; IR
The Group recox\l.(t;med t;!:aahhm-:‘t ' P ", .-
"*“-t‘ R L T S S S SR tite o mdng
KT AN , e
P \,\,\ .'~" R UL I C L P RS T O B
‘o Ihere is a0l éa’fe exposure limir. Eor asbestos. R .-
, . (:r}' ) I L A DU SR M (¥ AT Y
"l o Mégmucial and Several non-commercial forms of asbestos cause
- . D A L RIS | v ii
Tt easa. .
u’n\gg%.z_- I R L TS Lk I Y Teat, ! ey 3 [
I R T S N & L I B ' ] ~ LAY

On the bas:la of the Work Group's findings and recommeudations. vhlch we

endorse, we are today recommending to the Departmenc of Labor that it:

~-marea-
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MARAR R
promulgate a safer standard for workers exposed ta asbestos and that it

eliminate from the workplace all exposure from new non-essential uses of

L T e P SRR
ashestos.

P,

e e a4 sey

e, . N . e e - !
sKed thac the new Standard set a maximum workplace expasurk

We ha
. -' Cc < \ . , ety
1imit of \100,000 fibers per cubic meter of air) the lowest level which can be ﬁ:\%\s
Y

LW

accurately measureds e—-p:esent.level—{ in 1972, is two million fibers L;“‘” | "

et e T . LTt L » e . & i“ ok
pexr cubic meter of air. R . (&P \1'
’ @}w tlu,
Asbestos poses a grave danger in the workplace. At least I74 m{li}&a

workers are exposed to asbestos in ‘the United States. Fw@duq‘f\;’&a
e
Nar.i.onal Occupacicnal B’azard Survey from 1972-76 N{\Q}Sh“ aun{ t 45 percent y
- " - .
of the ocCupacions observed involve exposure to ‘EF\’,» su sg:.sxge. Nearly three -

. tl’
s a

quarters of a million tons are used annuall)\,&'nf this u:u\mtry in a wide range
1. i"}) - -
of produccs including Eloor tiles, cemgg:rg cou%i‘cal products, brake -

linings, aod roof coatings. Betve %and 1{ mt\ilinn. warkers have been

v e

exposed to asbesms since Worldsgsé IT. r \'
. Aebestos is ubiquitouswa&yd ins .é‘fgct:s. measured iz disease and dea:h.

are staggering.. Asbestﬁj a ;‘g\ very serious form of lung fibrosis known as
~ \l ;!
asbestosis. Ic 6"%5. % mﬂg cancer and mesothelioma, a cancer of the,

\*-"'

membrane that {linek théqcﬁe%st: and abdominal cavities. Exposure to asbestos
’

*has also been re]}a.pgé:}?o s:.guificant :anreases 1n 1ung, laryngeal, and

gas troin tes nnq%sjcancers . . ) . . .

e

T In 19]223 SHA promulgated a workplace asbestos -;r:andard set:l:.tng the
wax 3;{:§a:osure level at 2,000,000 fibers per cubic meter of air. Since then

both 'N’IOSH and OSHA have munito:ed ashesms health effeut:s research and the

CRNPR Y

devalopmen: of asbes:os substitutes. In 1975, OSHA pmposed louer:lng the

l--. . - . . » . - A
. - t.. T W . L . . JE A TR

EADB DOR36Y



-3- ~un
standard to 500,000 Fibers per cubic meter of afr. In 1976, NIOSH recommended
lowvering the standard to 100,000 f£ibers. e mamr %

$e =
e .

NIOSH and OSHA establisked an Asbestos Work Groaup in the fall of 1979.

Its charge was to review all health effects data since the 1976 NIOSH

recquueaded standard was transmitted to OSHA and to determine whether any

D

B

i on
changes to that recomsendation were warranted. Was there health d.an}eg ""‘{.3\ )
occurtiug at the level of the current st:andard? The Work Group nsis J}bf

%, a..
four e.*cperts from NIOSE and three from OsHA. - AT C; ;r

> The Work Group has completed its report and NIOSHf hé@fo

L .v l

recommended tha!: OSHA adopc the Work Group s findxg\gg‘)'\ A copy\'of the report
. 1s in your press kit. \'f}‘ -(:\
The Group reconfirmed that there ie \fe e:qn;gure level for asbestos.
- | Although data suggest that lower exposu}t‘gﬁ resnll‘g‘ih lower risks of deve10p1ng

cancer, ' there is no knmm level 'bel’tQ\w 1c§l~‘é.§‘hestos-related diseases do not

accur. ‘?gj {:‘1

'nm ‘Group reconfirmea tét a]&f;c&nercial and several non-cnmmerciax
r‘w Q
Eom:z of asbestos cauqﬁ\‘ Zea !I;here has at rimes been debat:e ovet uhtch

\-. 5
types of asbestos, ﬁée’rs ca‘ueé* disease. The Group found strong evideuce that

all forms are\k‘agg ro sk\:lncluding chrysotﬂe. crocidolite; and fibrous

‘
: cumingtonite~g é4§e including amosite, fibrous tremolite, fibrous

actinoclite, an@bmus anthophyllite. The Work Group found no basis for
&S N .
. ~resu1a:in%,\(§§?}type of Fiber and not another. B

&E&@hese two premises in nd.nd let me enumerate some of r.he specific

findifigs of the Wark Group: M ST T B i e

o Optical microscopy continues to be the most reliable and

-economically feasible wmerhod for determining airborne levels of

-more-
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7 agbestos. Its lowest reliable detection limit is 100,000 Eibers per

cubic meter. ) T . X
e « i te L, i . - . . .
. et Tad Al N HESPS I S 4 .'2:":;-;-; Fet oamai o ooy e o
. - . -.- - -
° Substitutes for asbestos should be used wHenever possible so that H
“inon—essential uses of the carcinogenic fiber are eliwinated, S E’}
. o Q.
e STt e . * *\ i
T LSS DY e - R VI LT . \ a0 &{3 .

o 'The réport comtains recomendations for medical test?.g%‘ ﬁgocd';,‘lu(gs

<4
including chest x—rays, pulmnnary function tests o@erva:%pp‘jof

tespiratory and other clinical symptoms. ‘I;he@ﬁ ‘l\s‘é'ecommends
T, L

“that sputuu cytology be evaluated as a sv.@:\gillaﬁhé,cechnique. ]

.
*’\ \ *.
‘\( iy \g:) T
‘o ' Results of medical examiuacions Shc‘yid be.‘i{- ort:ed directly to the

-!)

employee, and aggregate med‘};gal& hfo Qion-—-wichout individual

Identifiers-—-»sbould be @?&’ted to an employer’s entire workforce.
4"" ‘*-ﬁ

o  Asbestos workerﬁ ;'héwi 'Q\Bpiratory problems should be afforded the
opporl:un:[ty;\ﬂqftranager‘ to jobs where there 18 no asbestas exposure.
‘fhey sqozgl'_'d suff—e}sno cut in pay or benefits to do so. The Group

u@gégés x:hq:& tﬁis program should be similar to t‘nc one now enforced

by 0S! ﬁ?aead workers. BERICERCIR-L-A 0 T PR S

ry B - - ) -
l BT A LS .-
3 s ] S R R N .
(«QF e S E R B R L R RS EUNE S

%mtlations should protect all workers exposed !:o ashestos,

L R Je S S S A ]

ff;}- {?éincluding those in the ccm';!:tuction. shipbuilding, and maritime
‘) industries, where high exposures have historically occurred.

I e T B T T S I RO Wiesmatei g e s .

al - 1dseq - b et . N . )

EAB (08371



- i iy .
\t‘:{; )
LI
\:';Q LDV rInva Sh gl asalvann o
A o |
: .:.:z:-';:.s:f:.: AR T2 [N B SO ST S
s g - - o Pem s H {ry= <~ - -
SLEe3T Lerca ap dotoa et dd oo
LRl A, 11 S
. [ ]
3
- b

sAyaSh 2 MCLS

XSS AT R s
Co.

Pt cmod v s
.

s Bl

Y S A B

.

'. . * .
- . B . .
. = Ecn 4
0-5-' . t
o Asbestos product manufacturers should perform air sampling io all ’
possible processes involving their products to determine probable
. LS RS A .
airborne asbestos levels. This information should be passed on to
—rm S T T SO N '
the products’ potential users. .. .7 ¢ 1o Q‘ft
. . b}
) . . SRR
3. g . . 3 ~ - ) . \w
ST Pl I TN T sy Te s sl . ., e RN
Thank you for your time. I would now like to open the conference to N hN
. - - S -
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exgosed t%aangerous levels of asbestos. But this

-
ENE

PN 2 wiiceesn yipr. Eula Biaogham .csioncs Ja.-;'xa':;; nudesden

¥7437ry PSSISTANT SECRETARY .OF LABOR © - :r quqy +fafi-- o

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AHD HEALTH !

o PooaTedug prroeiln
REﬂARKS AT NIOSH NEWS BRIEFING

April 17, 1980 R A R

Thank you Dr.' Robbins, and good afternoon to all of

ol R

S

health connum.ty, both in and out of government Q}avex&

expressed concern about the healt‘u effects Q\Qeﬁbaﬁ&re

A

to asbestos. In recent years, the subst%ge h{a@e’come

v
the focus of public attentlon as we],kf"a.ébeshos is now

) perhaps the foremost symbol of t:h%s'tzéoun'&j'}:') concern

about toxic substances 'in the' e::g;;(xroqﬂ'ién’t and in the
workplace. Consideration Qp gsbes*tcs health effects
and regulatory protec%&g‘havg @lways been complex and
cont'rovérsial. In ,:‘t}lis {qu@. the current data and
solid recommenc}f\}:bns &o “dme out of tlus HIOSH/OSHA
project are ,,éi‘spé\:u?ﬂ:?‘ welcome and important.

The Ea\rt %\gi‘.;%sed today is certainly a cause for

\
concern--coad’e-m for the numbers of workers Stlll
o

teportz‘;‘and OSHA's respanse to it, should also be a
fax{% for hope among American workers everywhere.
It should be a cause for hope because it conf:.rms

that occupational health research is not a static -

- more -

)

o0

N ts?%)\“

\Q.

N
RN
you. For quite some time, a number of us in the p@é&xc ,\:}-...

. en
LE i8]
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science. On the corxtrary, under Dr. Robbins' -

" direction, NIOSH has demonstrted on ongoing commltment R

to the- re-evaluat.ton of all ava:.l_able.data with only
one thought in mind: ti\e protection of the warker. The : \i’\“b
current workplace standard gove;'ninq asbestos exposure -’ \"f:z
was OSEA s first comprehensiveg health standard. Igb\q.-s C*\L;“
based on data that was assembled and analyzegd d%r’ng &Qf‘,,
the mid-sixties, if not the infancy certain} thet‘*-

e ‘ PR SINANG
childhood of occupational health. uch ha;s bg
learned in the laboratory and '1n ‘t?’i\v‘o‘ﬁcplac‘:e since ,-
then, as this report indicates. @.vaxew\ what we ' | o
know now, OSHA's current stan{\eg n{ Ex”s\gmajor N SR

x«t W e

improvements. . GO e B

ThE report is ca éor l{i@a%because, contrary to

_some of OSHA's critics 2 ency's regulations are
rity .{tli\e\ gancy's reg

< Mo

a‘u A

the best s%g’Leﬁce avaﬁiﬂlable. As science- continuﬂs to

not carved in srtb “&:I‘hg ara instead a reflection oE

improv%&j wlm.“’é\%HA s ‘health stardards, and warker
protectwm{‘g‘he report we are issuing today demafids ' T
correcti% gctxon. ‘ We will begin immediately.

!@have designatec} a team within OSHA to begin

R@{)\Qx.ng on a proposed rev1smn to the present OSHA

- more -
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-3 -
asbestos standard. We will be developing that proposal
pursuant to the OSHA cancer policy announced last _—
January. I can't tell.ydu yet what permissible level..

will be proposed or whether we will issue an emergency : - - v’.,b
\f‘:}

cempora.r_y standard or pursue the proposed permanent . Q_f%\
. . W ! -]
standard route. But the sevefity of the threat pqsed .5;'."\ i
. . . . \‘ f\‘\;‘-f )
and the very high numbers of workers exposed E?:\’&rer‘?;“;: '
. - J 4 :“. .

ashestos hazard dictate that we move with 1. 2o

T~
deliberate s.;eed in amending the presei:t%g&an é?g;’of 2 .-

o
. al L

.million f;’.bers per cubic meter, a\;’e\sﬁa ovéei\ s waorkday .

I am con.fident: that the procedgai’?},get,ig?ﬁ by the

.cancer policy ar?d the synthg&i%}n"g géi;%act of the

rulemaking procedure wil%&g}ufﬁ,“@g}aﬁ much more . -

proteckive standardf%‘»}%?t(g?i?u; finally move toward

an end to fatal as;be‘ﬁtos\-l ITvted diseases such as lung

cancer,'.’és!'aeséq‘%:gs‘.% "alﬁi%esothelioma. R TR
L ._3’»(\%1:‘5“ E AT T R
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