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This will record some of the comments made to me by Harry Waraer,
Corporate Vice President of B, F. Goodrich and ex President of
B. F. Goodrich Chemical, in the Cleveland airport mid-December
concerning their health problem involving PVC,

N
In addition to merely confirming the seriousness with which Goodrich
management considers their health problem with PVC, Mr. Warner
stated that not only had they observed the severe dermatitis problem
now showing more serious effect in some employees' hands, including
some drawing and fixation of the joints of the hands, but that they are
also concerned that some effect can be detected to employees who have
never been involved specifically with the cleaning of the interior of
their polymerization reactors, but who have merely worked in the area
of vinyl polymerization. In fact, Mr, Warner stated that this phenomena
was first noticed, as far as he can remember, when he was a plant
manager several years ago.

He reported that recently they had taken some X-rays which is the means
of detection of the bone structure of employees’ hands. Apparently an
M, D., expert in this field from Brussels, when observing the X-rays
stated categorically that the damage to the bone tips to him indicated

that these people had been working around PVC, This doctor, and I
don't have his name, has had similar experience in Europe with Solvay,
and stated that he was about to publish an article covering this phenormenon.
Goodrich was concerned enough about the response to such a published
article that Mr. Warner attempted to have one of their representc:ives,
who was in Europe, stop by and try to discourage or to influence ise
wording of such an article to be sure that it didn't condemn PVC in
general. He was unsuccessful in catching their representative but their
man from Hague has been in Brussels and talked to this Solvay doctor.
Perhaps jointly, for consultation as well as to discourage or edit the
publication, Goodrich is sending a team of either two or three men to
Brussels next week to be with this doctor.
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As Mr. Warner described it, the bone endings appear to have experi...cad
some of the same symptoms similar to the astronauts with an a2pparent
loss of calcium from the ends of the bones. The fact that this has been
noticed with employees who have not been involved with kettle cleaning
may explain the lack of action you have been getting from Goodrich on

our kettle cleaning license,

I expressed concern in the general area and assured Mr. Warner that
with Monsanto Europe’s headquarters being in Brussels, if they were
unsuccessful or if assistance from us in this area would be helpful, we
would be happy to cooperate with Goodrich in trying to be sure that

the Solvay doctor publication is not condemning to PVC per se.

Mr. Warner also suggested that if we had not done so, we might wish

to have a random group of emplovees who have been exposed to PVC
manufacture for some time X-rayed to detect whethe r or not there
appeared to be any bone damage. I am sure Messrs. Reese, Chamberlin,
ot al, will want to consider whether or not this should be done from a
safety-union relationship, et al, standpoint.

J. V. Waggoner
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Dr. Williems Nessall, Spricgfield Plent, asd I attanded a meating et -
B. F. Coodrich im Akvon yesterday. These attendimg fer Goodrich were:

Dr. Rex Wilsom, Madiecal Direeter
Mr. Wi1liam MeCornabk, Manager Iadustrial Rygisme & Taxicelogy
Mr. M. Miller, Vica Presidsnt of Parsonmel

The purpose of the discussien was for Coodrich to relate tc us thair
sxparieace with the workars in their varicus vismyl ehleride pelymarizing
planta.

In brief, Coodrich has 22 pesple whe have qither sywptews of painful hamds
and/or absorption of the bome in the distal parts of the fimpers to a grester
or lesser degreaa. While approximataly 6 or 7 e¢f thase have developed symplons
and hyve csme iato the dispensary, the sthers have been fewnd a8 s rasuit of
an X-vay pregrum vhich has sees 8500 werkers in Ceodrich’s pelyvianyl chloride
planty having their hands X-rayed. Amether 1200 gre schedwled within the naxt
two menths for sweh X-rays.

These casaes heve oscutrad as follews:

Avoa

Benry

Velland &
Niagara Talls
Loulevilla

o o ~N o

All bet one wavre clesmars of the pely kattles. This exceaption was a chemist.
Coodrieh has pald compensation su sems of the cases, and 5 of them ars being
represented by 8 lawyar., The first csee was discovsred adbout 3£ meaths ago.

Thers i3 at present a¢ clus ss te the cawpe. Neo one knews vhather wonomer
{s isdicted dDut Coodrick is eveatually geing to X-ray vorkers is these

installations alse. No ena knows vhethay this is lscal adbsorption, ifphalatiom.

axpooxre to plasticisers, or wvhat, Cesdrich has explained this ssme situation
to Unism Carbide amd that cowpany's Tesponss was wech like owrs, “We dem't
think wa have any cases but we will leek."

Vhat Memsants should de 19 X-ray the pesple whe are presemtly verking io the
P¥C pelymsrizatisc reom st Spriagfiald. I aa swre Dr. Nessell can prepare
these pacple with an adequsts story se that ne prebles will exist. Depending
wpom wbat happemes fellewing tile I-rsying. we will have te see what owr naxt
steyp is.
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I am to kesp in coutsct with Cosdrich. At present their Dscter Wilgoe

is en his way to Brussels te see 1f he can 9top & publication of a paper
by a Solvay doector vhe sllegedly had at least twe cases oceur in a Solvay
plamt which axhibited the ssme bene dastructies that cecurred ia the
Ceedrich cases.

While this is wot completely hush hush, I thisk discration shewld bHe
used to prevent amy wndue talkimg, amd the nmme of Geodrich sheuld be
kept in the backgreuad.

2. Yamet Kelly, M. D,
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