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[Testifies at Hearing Here

Shell Co. Game Manager Denies

-’

DDT Is Harmful to Wildlife

« By WHITNEY GOULD
A Shell Chemical Co. game,
manager Monday denled that!
the pesticide DDT 15 & threat o)

wildlife, and pointed to i
jcreases in the populations of|popul

{varlous birds and mammals|
‘throughout the U.S.

| The witness was William
1Gusey of Rockville, Md., a wild-
!life specialist with Shell's agri-
ieultural chemicals diviston.
{(The Capital Times reported in-
corrsctly last week thet Shell
makes DDT; it doss not.)

., Gusev, a former empioye of
the LS. Department of Interl-
or's Rurewu of Sport therin]

and Wildlite, and an ex-siaf! of- by

{tcer with the U.S. Department '
of Agricultvre's Peglicides Reg-
ulation Division, testified at the
Mate Natursl Resources depart.
ment's continuing hearings on a
peution to ban further use of
-DDT in Wisconsin.

The hearings Monday,
launched into the third weeXk of]
. testimony in defenss of the em-
'battled pesticide, by witnesses]
{1or 1he chemical induatry,

- . *

Witnesses supportlng & banfis swtobds

had earlier linked DDT to the

pe
of} trations

| il was' Gusey acknowled
(01 The Capltal Times Bty e, S0IEd b w vl monioring 1

other 1
mal
In a “found state,” however,
and cited upward trends in the
atlons of big game, small
|game, and upland gams birds,
25 wall a3 robins in the eastern
haif of the enunlry.'.
. o

2 A

that fed-
orts (which

spots,” partly because by the
time ope report is 5
new aralysis lechniques make it
almost obsolete. .
. L]
The lanky game manager also

took a few potshots at what he
led “the wildlife and environ-

-

He

maliecd dugk population pri-|
arily to the decline in wetlands|
reas with encroaching urbani-

mental interests,” who, he said,
“have Hierally powsded lmets
inte the heads of chemical com-

CUN ellects o

tion. (Lab y experts
hich mullu‘_l‘ were fed DDT

he enviromment (hat may have
lted from the wse of seme

{and exp subsequ
productive failures wers cited|
anthDDT scientists in the
sarlier half of the Imrlnfm)

In & review of federal pestl-

chemical. .
eriticize,”
" Is of

* Stafford called r. koven
Risebrough, @ marine biologist

He said tha mam- test pesticide content of water,) a the University of California at
Wtlon of the U, 8. was air and soil) have “some weak| Berkeley, in an'effort 1o pursue

the contention of industry wit-

prepared, | pegses that the real “villain™ in

the Great Pesticide Debate is
not DDT. but another compound.
the -'r;cn," (polychiorinated bi-

Industry witnesses claimed
that PCBs also lend to be
heve much lke DDT and its
breakdown ypdmhmﬂm

“It's very easy (o
said Gusey. “But
litle value it somo sort of reme.|

elde regulations procedures, dial sctien s net affersd.” Hey

Gusey said there were probabdly
more registrations for DDT use -

«contended that pesticide critics;

have fatled to provide “advice,
dance” 1o chemical

than for any othar p
“it would mot.be wacommos o
parkape review eight to 10 regis-
por waek.”

or &
pantes, “other than casually.”
#Abeut the only thing they (in-
) aver heard was ‘stop,’

or ‘ban,” * he complained. ¢

Is oF spparent attsinpt to I & stase this wasa't partics.

counter the petitioners® sugges-
tion thet DDT dats’

larly belpiul.”

MHe predictad, howaever, that
industry would make greater;
use of snvironmental experts In;
the Muture.

l )

Stafford Monday brandisbed
tecent research ‘materials
((some of them Ty Risebroug:
ihimself), which found that PCBs
‘niso shared with DDT the eapac-
fy to induce enzymes in the!
Sver.

; Wgh aid that although

Ahis was true, there is o proof
‘at the moment that PCBs alone

can cause ihin eggshells.
' He said that all available evi-

dence shows that DDE (a break-
down product of DDT which i3

birds of prey such as the pere-IDDT use a3 & mosquito Iarva.
grine {alcon, whose calelum mie-/leide and as an ingredient In fil-|
{tabolism was sald to be dis-lier fiy compounds in sawage dis-|

stored in the body fat of birds,
i msmmals and even man) ls

. e

rupled by (he pesticide. DDT,:
‘they found, induces enzymes in
the bird's liver which brea
down sex hormones and iead o
thin-shelled egina.

posal plants. |
1t denied regisiration of a pes-

Kk ticide- for dog fly coniro). he

said, and curbed its DDT-for-
Dutch elm dissase recommend
tions, after the pesticide w
tied to robin mortality. He alse
asserted that federal agencies
have stopped using the pesticide

in forests and pagh apeas.

In & surprise. move late In !hl!
afternoon, Madison Atty. Wil4
lard Stafford, representing the
chemical industry, called as an
adverse wiiness one of the scien.
tists who had testified sgainst
DT in the first part of the de-
partment’s hearings.

“much more responsible” for

the thin eggshell phenomenca;

than PCB.
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