
NORTH AMERICAN ABBttTOt CORPORATION

ao SOUTH M>CMI«AM AVOtUC. CKtCAOC, OtlWt mm • PHOMt. OU: «H» • CASltX- NOMMeO. CMWAOO

Kffvikib*: 7, 1966

Mr. Robert Buckley, Vic* President-Sales 
Pittsburgh Corning Cor po rot loo 
One Gateway Center
Pittsburgh 2, Pennsylvania

Dear Bob,

OfllM of the ftwkfcnt

NOV 8»65

We have been corresponding Iron. tlm>e-to-tin.e, and occasionally 
discussing the rather widespread publicity that has appeared dealing 
with the possible baserdt to boalth resulting Iron handling asbestos 
and asbestos products. 2 ar sure you are still accumulating informe- 
tion on this subject.

You may have seen a very unfortunate article entitled "Asbestos;
Awaiting Briel" that appeared in the September 10 Issue ol 'Chemical 
Week*.(a copy is enclosed). Because this article, appearing in an 
important technical journal, Is so inaccurate, irresponsible and 
apparently inspired, the Asbestos Textile Institute, of which we are 
members, made an investigation with McGraw-Hill -- who have since 
expressed regret at the article's publication, explaining that the article 
was produced by an inexperienced reporter who apparently explored 
one side of the problem, (with Drs. Sellikoff and Churg). McGraw-Hill 
have Indicated embarrassment that the article was not properly cheeked 
by senior editorial members, but, in any case, they have published 
two letters in rebuttal. 2 enclose these letters by Mr, Roger Hackney 
ot Johns Maavttle, and Dr. hi. C. Brown of the Public Health Service, 
which were published in the October 8 issue of 'Chemical Week*.

The original article le eo darnaging that the letters in rebuttal are not 
likely to help very much except that I think Mr, Hackney's letter ie a 
very reasoned and thoughtful statement on the sabject. Several companies 
In the asbestos textile industry art supplying copies, ol the page in 
'Chemical Week* showing these letters, to their sale* personnel who 
have encountered problems on this subject.

• continued •
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Mr. Robert E. Buckley Neven.ber 7, 1766

Pt|t 2

If you have mot already eeen Uu »« Items you may find them of some 
interest.

Also, for whatever It Is worth to you. I enclose copy of a letter issued 
By Jim Galloway, who is the Sales Director of Cape ZnsulaUoa Limited/ 
London (manufacturers of Caposlte Insulation). This letter, as you will- 
aotc, has been Issued to the principal sales personnel of Cape Insulation.

With very best regards.

Sincer ‘ 

NORT1 < ASBESTOS CORPORATION

Preeidl

RTCryor/jc
end.
cc: Mr. Russell B fitting ban

Mr. Byrl Stout



[ihg Giant Steps

chemical promt fompe»ie» 
giant step, toward iji'fcrtitymf 

the oceanography Add lav week, 
«* *0 paper companies «<ih com* 

ttle* of nearly Si% hiltinn/year 
ed a tentative agreement to

fendix Corp. (Detroit) ex* 
kt ccvanie activities hy ae* 

ring for an undtsclo-ed amount of 
Marine Adviser* (La Jolla. 

if.J, producer of oceanographic in* 
lit for petroleum and utility 

into, atatc and federal agencies. 
Atm engaged in scientific pro*

Fluor Corp. (Los Angeles) 
R. L McFarland and Associates 

Worth and Midland. Tex.), a 
of five companies involved in 

fihoce.AOd onshore drilling opera* 
have aprecd to merge. tuhjret 

mockhoJdert’ approval The Me* 
group operate* five nfl*-hore 

rifling rip in the Gulf of Mexico. 
£01 A tentative agreement to merge 

been reached by if.fi. Plywood 
(New York) and Champion 

fiaperv lne. (Hamilton. O.). It is tub* 
to both directors’ and stoekhold* 

i* approval. The corporate idemittea 
both companies will be preserved.

rtC«MCiiiJ>QSS ndtdS .,

f&SW Federal Power Commission has . 
El Paso Natural Gas Co. and 

rrantweverc Pipeline Co. to reduce • 
f 17 miliion/year the price of na* • 

gas in the southern California 
R. •

^Thc rate cut stems from the July 
■decision in which FPC turned ' 

the application of Gulf Pacific 
line Co. (a Teaneeo subsidiary), 

supply ga» ^ 0* Los Angeles area 
. dug. *. p. JO). Gulf Pacific 

week filed for a refining, ‘ ** 
TO Paso and Transwcstcni were ’ 

they' would have to lower their 
to reflect the lower costs result* . 

Hvto tos uu*-*t tivort+o* fM»* 
hi the cxpamktl At tlte
lime, FPC said it * ■■<*« conduct 

tber proceedings to .decide if cus* 
;dDmm should get additional benefits 

•• r liberal depreeia* 
don aflowan* •

FTC * .. the companies 45
ft lo show t*uac why the reduction 

•; Jbottld not take piaca.

i*

• r*' J •** • -r
Sources of etroome asbestos v • *

\r-------------------- ----------------------- -— -------------- ------------- ;—^____——i

L. Asbestcs Iined duets used in ctntril)/o!r*condtiloncd buildings, ft 
, Asbestos ducts and insulation In horns central-heating plants.

Motor vehicle brake linings and clutch plates'. *■-v*; * **; J

Construction and demolition •* . : , “V- *;<
tv; Fitting, cutting, and removing asbestos-tiffed traflboard* snd £ 
# *• floorima. oioinc snd insulation. • * • ' . ...............

4 Tvtf
floorings, piping and insulation. • •. 

f„. Incineration of asbestosTilled scrap.' ' 4* * ** .'
••

a Improperly tillered fffluenl front asbestos-proetsilng plants. '' y

Asbestos: Awaiting Trial’
The tod

prodiKh are voiced at more thee 5500 
mifWmi,) tx-wi) he la for e shake* 
»p. ft mnW came hi the fona id 
federal ftgfctstloa tialtint the M 
nshrsim, betattw ubeMei h« heea ae* 
net-(hough nut yet •convicTed"— 
as a stgfilfieant health ha card. Piub* 
able contender for mbtslot markets 
pta*tk*. *

• Recent studies have convinced UX 
Public Health Servlet specialists asd 
other medical authorities that about 
40% of all Americans have mild.

. chronic cases of asbestotis, even 
though most of them never worked 
direeily with asbestos.

Unlike other airborne dust panieles, 
asbestos fibers have the ability—d* 
most as much as activated carbon— 
(o absorb polycyclic hydrocarbons 
and arsenical*. Furthermore, aays 
USPHS. in the past 30 years 1U a»* 
bestot-relatcd cancer rate has in­
creased sixfold.

The Inferences: While the average

*. PHS officials think H may take
• them up to five years to establish 

; asbestos’ true role as an air pollutant 
’ However, Congress may set before
• the research k finished. Says Repre*
!'tentative Robert Wafkies (R-. Pa.):

•^"We’vc seen enough evidence a)* 
7fdldy« Asbestos win never get a clean 

.v .bid of health. With just a little more 
data well more tor coo troll aod 

v'atrict ones.*
-. Some form of asbestos control h 

' to (he offing public health officials 
' *are certain, if only part of a larger 
.. ctean*ambicnt*atr program. However,

’ there is the danger that Congras may 
enact rigorous controls on the quanti*

. v- .ty of asbestos that could be used. - 
/•': * In that case both Canada and U.S.

. asbestos produets manufacturers 
' * * would be bard hit Of the Jive forms
* of asbestos mined today, ehrytotftt. 
” asbesies holds the predominant mar*.

ket positieo because of hs ireulat- 
. . big and processing qualities. Canada 

produces more than 10% of the ehry* .
asbestos worker b welt protected, the. I -sottie asbestos used in the U.& In 
man on the street is not the 5x1*'? both countries. • number of serloas • 
micron asbestos fibers In his lungs etft *'.• diaiocationf would oeeur. * . \
come from • variety of sources (m6(e, ’.. At present, there is no known ma* 
•hove). ' “ *Vf lerial that could fill all of atbeito*’ • •

«uu ubutcat ca^t^u m> tuvtrt m • ‘ aiMtbMC Mwa mu mavr ttituu.*
way to assess hydrocarbon content should federal controls merely call '
in those lung deposits. - ^ for higher standards lor binders and

American Cancer Society research* shielding*, (hat *<*»ld spark a rise of
en fee! certain there Is a synergistic new products, with plastics taking
relationship among altbome asbestoa,.- ..the lead. v
smoking and lung eancer. They reason 
that (he nbndtgradahlc, hydrocatbofr 
soaked fibers mat wtO be l.coosuat.

Reason, say Industry apokesmen. 
present po()mcr. lechaoiogy could 
easily turn op products to replace aw

jSbW CHfiHlCAt WCCX



•Asbestos Safety
♦ •*

To tkt Emroft: Thf article titled 
~A'he«o»: Awaiting Trial*” (CM', 
Sept. to, p. 32) contains many mac- 
piracies, which have led to erroneous 
a«rnnpttom and false conclusion*. 
Briefly, the facts are these:

(1> Asbestos is a uniquely useful 
product serving the needs of modern 
man and soeiety, and H is not likely 
lo he replaced by economically feasible 

* synthetic polymers, or anything else, 
in the foreseeable future.

(2) No published reports, even the 
moM speculative, support the general* 
ised statements in your article regard* 
ing health effects of possible exposure 
so asbestos.

O) There is no basis for the tapes* 
tioe that Congress “may act” regard­
ing asbestos use, for no such proposals 
•re being considered by Congress. We 
are informed that the congressman 
quoted as predicting action disclaims 
any knowledge of health evidence 
relating to asbestos or of proposals 
ao control its use.

(4) No evidence exists to show that 
asbestos poses health risks for the gen* 
oral public or to show that even 1% 
of Americans have “mild chronic 
ashetfotis,” mueh less the 40% figure 
you give in your article.

(5) Regarding your list of “sources 
of airborne asbestos,” there are no 
data to support the contentioe in your 
article that the “man on the street” is 
exposed to asbestos from these sources, 
or indeed that these sources contribute 
asbestos to the ambient air.

(6) Wc know of no data to support 
your claim of a sixfold increase is ao* 
called “asbestos-related cancer *

As you doubtless realize, the proper 
conduct or our business requires us to 
keep abreast of scientific developments 
regarding asbestos, both medical and 
technical. Is » our opinion that syn­
thetic polymers arc not likely lo the

CW welcomes expressions of 
opinion from readers. The ooiy 
requirements: that they be per* 
tiseat, an brief aa possible.

Addms nil cotmpoadcaao 
lmH.CE. Johnson, Chemical 
Week, 3J© West 42od Sl, New 
York, N.Y. 10031 .

Reaffirmed
foreseeable future to completely re­
place asbestos in the many applications 
for which H h now used. Any syn­
thetics would have to prove superior 
to natural asbestos and be economical* 
ly competitive.

As to health aspeets. in June of this 
year the VS. Surgeon Central ap­
peared before the Senate Public Works 
Subcommittee on Air and Water Pol- 
lotion, with Senator Edmund Muskte 
of Maine as chairman, to drseuts var­
ious problems relating to air-pollution 
abatement. Surgeon General William 
Stewart enumerated a number of sub­
stances in common use, including 
piastits and asbestos, about which he 
said: The public health hazards that 
may arise from these aspeets of en­
vironmental contamination have not 
been adequately documented. In each 
instance further investigation is needed 
to determine whether health is indeed 
threatened and what control measures 
may be necessary.”

In these days when all substances 
ta our ah and water and even the 
food we eat arc constantly under 
scrutiny, as to their effects on the pub­
lic, the fact that asbestos is among die 
subjects of investigation k not surpris­
ing la feet, wt have always supported 
and wOI continue to support investiga­
tions by the U-S. Publie Health Service 
and other research scientists.

Roots Hacxwtr 
' Vice-President

Johns-Maavflte Corp.
New York

To Tut Enrrex; ;M reference to 
your article, “Asbestos: Awaiting 
Trial** (Sept. 10, p. 32), wc know 
of no scientific evidence supporting 
.the statement that “40% of alt Amer­
icans have mild, chronic cases of 
asbcstoiU."

Even in the asbestos industry- where 
more is known about exposure levels 
than among the general population, 
there is imprecise knowledge about 
the health effects of exposure to as­
bestos.

With the cooperation of labor aad 
industry, the Division of Occupational 
Health has under way a long-range, 
indepth study to answer this question, 
as wen as to develop batter criteria 

for the safe handling and manufacture

of itlvww. In ite mc.imimc 
(hr division nil! onmimir u- promote 
the application of kno»n control 
methods so that the workplace can 
be kept as healthy a< ppssihk*

Mvxxav C Baow*. M D 
Chwf

Division of Ocrtipatt.-nj! Health 
Department of Health, llduestion 

A Welfare 
Publie Health Service 

Washington. D C.

CW is pleased to set the record 
straight, gome of those interviewed 
apparently drew unwarranted conclu­
sion* freun insufficient and dubious 
date.—Ro.

MEETINGS
Asm, ef Official Analytical Chemists, 

annual meeting. Tain Rrrtpes Marriott 
Mot nr Hotel, Washington. D.C., Oct. 
IH?

Tectnteon intemntlenal rympodois os 
nomination la analytical cbtmi-try, Stat. 
ter-Hilton Hotel, New York. Oct. 17-lf.

Drug, Chemical A Allied IHdn Also, 
annual meeting. Hollywood beach Hotel. 
Hollywood. Fla, Oct. 30-32.

Ceouwirrtal Cbemtesl Development 
Ana, dbcusaios of packaging. Drake 
Hotel Chicago. Oet. 2V2«.

Natfooal Am, of Pnrrttufng Agents. 
Chemical Group, annual faU conference. 
Continental Plata Hotel Chteago. Oet
rt.

Ssdety of Eaelnaertae Sdcoet, fourth 
technical meeting. North Carolina State 
University, Raleigh. Oct. M-Nov 2.

American fioefety for Moffib, natiooal 
metal congress and exposition. McCor­
mick Place, Chicago. Oct. 31-Nov. 3. '

Pmental Drug Asmt* annual conven­
tion. Suitter-Kilton Hotel New York, 
Nov. 1-4.

Penttlsei lading? round-table con­
ference. Mayflower Hotel. Wasbisgiun.
D C- Nov. 3-4.

The Sorter? of the Ptasttes Indueoy,
IIth plastics Aim. sheeting tad coated 
fabrics conference. Waldorf-Astoria Ho­
tel New York. Nov. p-if: conference on 
cellular plastics in transportation. Edge- 
water Beach Hotel, Chteago. Nov. 25-17.

The Proskla IwtHvte It ear arch tab, 
materteh fourth annual tympotium on 
the organic-eelid state, Philadelphia. Nov. 
14.

Const Atanir DMdos of Cestnl 
Dynamic* Cory, and Air Force Office of 
fictenfWc Be starch. fundamental* of pea* 
aufface tertmdiona, San Diago. Califs 
Osa. 14-14.
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2 wote in Kay tatting cut coze points Tor the general guldenc# ‘
of rtaistn the are faced ritfc questions ca thi possible dinars ts 
health involved in tbe use of asbestos based astsrials. Charges la 
tha situation uhieb. hr.\ao tahon pine* sines then g«Vr it seeosaazy aes 
to aaplify 97 instructions# - ‘ *

Although Asbefiteeia has been reoesniesd as an industrial basard 
for cany years and safely regulations hara been la feres sines tbs ' • ' 
ZPJOo. tbs latest eon can eocss to be caused sort by the discovery 
of an industrial concur 0ailed cssotbsllons th^ ty any inerts ta 1a - 
tbs inoidenet of Asbeetesis* Zn vies of this X it is ieportant 
that you should Zero* tbs follonin^ facto# . •

% •

1* lb* fora of lag cancer teora as nesotheliosa Is an trtrercly * 
rare condition and careful rtsurcb of rseords throughout tbs 
TTcrZd (covering tbs last AO to $0 ?aer»>. stimulated by tbs .

* • International Talcs gainst Cancer, baa eo far revealed a
total of cpproslcatsZy SCO cesss. Elia should bo ©catrasted • - .

. srith tbs inoidenoo of 1 ua$ etneer in England aloes* ohlch, *
. during oss tear (195$) totalled 21,000 cases. .

*. 2* Ei* asbsetos content of our Capcsits and Capo til eoulded 
insulation oatoriala which art non our principal asbostoe 
based products, is entirely ecoaite asbestos# .She sacs 
careful research, to which I bars referred, bat so far . 
rereeled not one case of ccjotbelloaa asaoolated with *

‘ exposure to ar.ocito asbestos. ’ t

. Although tbs Instruotioas contained In cy ntcortndua of tbs 23rd 
Kay, about rtprssen tativee avoiding discussions on sedlesl aspects of - 
aebostos and health oust still bt observed and uhorever pooalbls questions 
of this bind should be referred bad: to lead Of flea 9 tbs foots stated abo7S 
say be pointed out to anyone who raises the quostien of the denser to health 
involved la tbs use of either our Capoeite or Capoeil cculded products.

JXC/Cili

v(? -
Salsa Tireotor

Bictribution*
Hr. 2. A. C. lanes 
Hr# P. 3# Grabs*
Hr# J. 1. Thosas 
Hr# 2. K. Tiahurct 
Kr. 2. 2. 3. XtrshcU 
Mr. X. A. F. Sithop 
Hr* 3. X* Johnson 
hr. 8. P. Grseload 
Hr. 2. W. f. Broad 
|£r. 3. V. Hands 
Ur. P. 3. Battle 
Ur. 3. Garland

Ur. ?• X. G. Coups 
Ur. tr. C. Cantos 
Hr. J. Kaaecnoy 
Ur. H. T. Snith 
Ur. P. $. Pays 
Ur. K. Shea 
Ur. J. XcSinlay ' 
Ur* H« K*d*e

Per Xafomitioni- 
3r* A. Case 
Hr. b« Csehtll

Ur. J. 1. Geddcs 
Kr. I. IU Y. Cattle 
Dr. S. Soither


