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Dear Dr. TerHaar:

I have the f e e l in g  t h at  I have not  d ea lt  w it h  you, d i r e c t l y ,  to such an ex t ent  
or  in  such a manner as t o enable e i t h e r  o f  us t o a r r iv e  a t  any p o in t  o f  acquaintance 
or  understanding which i s  sa t is f a c t o r y  t o e i t h e r  o f  us. For  my par t  I r eg ret  t h is 
very much indeed,  f o r  I have been able p rev iou sly  t o deal e f f e c t i v e ly ,  I b e l iev e ,  w it h  
any o f  the t ech n ica l or  ad m in ist r a t iv e  personnel o f  Ethy l Corporat ion .  Perhaps I m ight  
take refuge in  my past  (and present )  d i s a b i l i t i e s  as the basis f o r  our s i t u a t io n ,  but  
I cannot ,  sin ce I am s t i l l  a conscious i f  not  a l t og et h er  whole person. I would l i k e  
t h erefore t o st a t e  the case o f  our present  n ecessit y  o f  r e t r ie v in g  as much as p ossib le  
from the exper im ental work on lead w it h  which both o f  us are now inv olv ed.

As you may know from Bernard Sob el, Stan ley  Gross has f i n a l l y  made a r epor t  on 
h is work in  at t em pt ing t o gather  t oget her  the data o f  our  work exper im en t ally  on lead,  
as represented by the u t i l i z a t io n  o f  a se r ies o f  human Subj ect s.  What you may t h in k  
o f  h is r ep or t  i s  not  my concern, a t  p resen t ,  but  what op in ion  you have o f  the ex p er i­
mental program i t s e l f  i s  e n t i r e ly  a d i f f e r e n t  m at t er ,  in  which I am deeply  inv olv ed.

Let  me say at  the s t a r t  o f  my comments t h at  I  have never consu lt ed f u l l y  w it h  Dr. 
Gross. I  was over taken by ret irem en t  a t  a t im e when I was too busy t o prepare a proper  
p resen t at ion  o f  the work, and a f t e r  t h at  when I was st r ick en  w holly  unexpectedly  by a 
cerebral hemorrhage I was rendered com pletely  h e lp less f o r  a considerab le per iod o f  t ime 
( y ears) .  Su r p r is in g ly ,  however, I recovered la t e r  t o such an ex t en t  as t o be able to 
appreciat e and t o a con siderab le ex t en t ,  to be ab le t o get  back to work on t h is  s p e c i f i c  
t ask in  which I was so deeply  immersed f o r  so long a t im e ( near ly  35 y ear s) .

On so r ecov er in g ,  I found t o my in t ense r eg r e t ,  t h at  the e f f o r t s  o f  Stan ley  Gross 
t o understand what  I was at t em pt ing t o do were ab so lu t e ly  in  vain .  To make a long and 
confused s t o r y  b r i e f  and c le a r  ( w it hou t  going in t o  t he gruesome d e t a i ls )  I  had to get
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him out  o f  my l i f e ,  and in  order  t o be honest  w it h  him, I had to t e l l  him j u s t  t hat .  
Accord in g ly  I t o ld  Mr. Sobel the t r u t h  as gen t ly  as p o ssib le ,  and then sa id  t h at  i f  
he and you believ ed  you should go ahead and have h is r ep or t  pub lished (on the t heory 
t h at  he would make a v a i la b le  t o you two and ot hers the data in  such form as to make 
them av a i lab le )  I would not  o b j ect ,  or  take any act ion  t o the con t rary .  Th is,  I r e a l ize  
i s  a c t u a l ly  u n sa t isfact o r y ,  but  I do not  know what e lse  I can do.

Meanwhile, I  am pu t t in g  the e n t i r e  t h ing  t oget h er ,  as I b e l iev e  i t  t o be necessary ,  
and in  due course t h is  w i l l  be pub lished as the work o f  the Ket t er in g  Laborat ory ,  now 
the Department o f  Environm ental Health ( in clu d in g  in d u s t r ia l  healt h )  (as in  f a c t ,  i t  
has always been) ,  o f  the College o f  Medicine o f  the Un iv e r sit y  o f  Cin c in n a t i .  I am slow 
but  I expect  to complete the t ask w it h in  1979, and I b e l iev e  I can do i t ,  i f  I t ake my 
t im e, as w ell as I ever  cou ld have done i t .

I 'm devast at in lly  sor r y  t o have to say t h is ,  f o r  when I was so h e lp le ss , I ' co u ld  
see no ot her  way o f  g et t in g  t h is  j ob done, and I am deeply  g r a t e fu l t o him, you and Sobel 
f o r  under tak ing t h is  t ask when i t  seemed ce r t a in  t h at  I would never be ab le t o do i t .
I sh a l l  have to prove t h at  I can, but  I sh a l l  cont inue in  conf idence t hat  I can, e sp e cia l ly  
i f  in  so doing I am not  being a r b i t r a r y  and r u t h less.

With regards and the best  o f  Christm as g reet in gs.

Sin cer e ly  yours

Rober t  A. Kehoe, M.D. 
Em er itus Pro fessor  o f  
Occupat ional Medicine
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