Ansust 28th, 1946

Mr. F. Q. Cese, Assistant to the Président

Anaconda Copper Mining Compeny

Room 1860 ~ Z& Brosdway

Kew York 4, New York .

SUBTIOT: Visit of the the-pzcnar
Raprescntatives

Dear Mr. Cose: . : !J

On Tuesdey, August 27th, the follozing T nTedentatives of the
Eagle-Picher Compary visited the plont a8t Zast "hicego.\
Mr. Peul Fanmilton, Mensger of th 18 7Zine Oxids Depariment wt~Hillsboro,
Illinois; ¥r, F. Clearman, ‘fenager of tﬁe»ﬂqlgna, Xansas DeAd Smelting
Plant and ¥r. H. F. Larbart, Yanegep/d the 1‘)& I1lifiois Plant. These
gentlemen were principally 1nteresc/ed in seey the plant, inapecting
its condition and the equibmant wﬁie{\ it cyrit&:l':s. They did not

request any cost information or anf \prs(;a figures with refersnce to
the value of the plant. ife ‘spent the e\t Ta Aay with then.

TN
Zine Oxids Dersriment 7 \} \\“ :
Y¥r, Temiiton f¢s very muct\intersfted In our Zine dxide Depart-

ment. He snamed varti u{lr—.rly int2rdsted in the packing equipment and
the fact that we had alnew St. Regisg [Pecker that had not been used.

They have beun dawlopihé\ this typy £f packer for their use st Hills-
boro ‘and they ider 1b\gerx mudy’ suverior to ths mogul-tyrs of packer
which we uses T8 Of couse‘aw/ch in eﬂcord v’ith ths ogplnion of

Hr, Eamilt

( a Yuffle Fuglacas very much surprised dr, Hamilton, if our
judgment o \Qq raactign’ 18 correct. With the furneees in a shutdown
condition, was abl /ﬁo see the structural details which resdily gave
him an unders &nﬂi&”of how they should be operated. He did not seem
too confident about his knowledge of the aserap zinc business, which is
understandable, because his raw materiel st Hillsboro has lzrgsly been
ore. We pointed out to him that the Muffle Furnaces, sas he szw them,

bed produced all grades of zinc oxide from iciculer Oxide vo Us? Oxide
from various forms of serap.

He wes nlso intercsted in how we removed the residue from
the furnace and the final disposition of the residus metal after the -
zine content had been reduced to a minimum.
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They admitted thet Eagle-Picher had not been able to maks
much headway in selling their zinc oxide to the rubber trade. e
pointed out to them that ocur Muffle Furnace development had produced
g satisfactory oxide for the rubber trade since its original oparetion,

‘end’ that the gtaff at East chicago was familier with the recuirnments

of the Tubber tmde. They were alsow impressed with. the Paint
Labcmtory equiprent and’ the cdmpletenass of. our facilities for teaf.
purpoaes, a8 wall es the cersmic labgratory test equipme .

Toe Fraach Furnace and the Americsn Bloek o
explained to them wers, in our minds, obsclete eguipm
tempomry use if deaired.

‘course we
t exc¢ept’ for

They did not ssem too famillar with.ihe. opela‘ ion and.
advantages of & monorgil system for the. purposes- for which we uge it.
They d1d however s¢e & chance for improvement in. our ba\éhbuae for
hendling the zine oxide from the ‘hoprer§ 0 the monorail ¥ the
insertion of ‘a largs. screw or re-arrauﬁerﬁant“ the baga. 80 that screw
conveyors would deliver tho material’ $r’om a gr;np of hoppera to one

central poink. /\< / g

T"agle-Picher i3 not 1nter;éted/1n “any of our cerborundum
retorts or earborundum that ve have on haﬁd. They stoerently have
developed quite an efficient rotary\furna @ .for producing zinc oxlde.
They also use a rotary fiipfiace for iheati 2>some of their oxides.
They were interested in/why we reheathd some of our French Furnace
Oxideg in past years.

American Block / i : )
Mr. .elenTman was\ﬁxt rggted in the possibility of.tsaring out
ock Furnaces and substitutimz & rotary furnace. He

file one or heir rotary furnaces.

‘ : use of th/ asbestos bag in our Ameriecam Block rathsr

» ;) &Eg)t/‘tjhey knew that the American Zinc had used them
for some time. €-Picher has apparently had difficulty in getting

cotton bage and their {temperature for their baghouses at Hillsboro
often reach 350°F. Mr. Hamilton indicated thet he liked the ool bag
oxcept for its very high 'cost. The wool bag of course does give him
a little more protection at higher temperatures but it is e very.
questionable. economy. We {ndicated that the asbestos bag might help
bim in his situation.
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Thite Lead Plant

All of the represnntatives were very much interested 4in the
technical phases of the Sperry Process, particularly in ths c¢ell room and
the cell operations. Hr, Clearman, who has charge of the. eperation of
the lead sulphate plant of FTacle-Pichar, smiled when, we told him how we
had produced lead sulphate from basic carborate pulp.  Mr, Clearman ‘dig
1nd1cate that af it wors left to him'hs would 1eave the Sperry ¢ell Room
intact bocnuse it Ls too valusble as a cell room to tear gut and to
plece other equip ent thet might be: neceasary to use the: Eag, Picher
Prccesg for na 1 q vhite 1ead. ‘He felt that if Fagle— mrssthed to

ru;n of 811 months or a yes:

“b &t tke nnd of the yrET

reference as to why we
use it. T2 sxplained o
the Moore Filter what ¢ dﬁﬁ
make the filter baexﬂts\t

all of the filt»rfnﬂ.don=\q\
of the three fi

y were alsd huch interested im: cur XNoisture Tester for
roisturas in the white lead as. terrellsd,

i

Th¥g also liﬁtﬁ Yery much the White Lead Flant Warehouse with
the crans end hethod.-of pressing the bsgs and. storing them,

They indieated that in their opinion the sxid losding and
delivery of the pigments is going to become & very x1yortant method of
handling piements. Fe indicated that we felt. much the same as they did
and realized that many pecile were developing new i1deas that might make
skid handling very much more attractive.
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The principel interest vwas in the Lead Refinery Building end

‘related facilities for the treatment of battery plates and geccndary

lead, They ingpected the removel of the brick work from the residue
furnace and the condition of the residug furnace water-jacketed pan.
It:ids obvicus that ‘the pan-is of 1ittle value. TWe explainad.to them
that the buckstays and other equipmant would be put eside end could.be
used far raceonstruction of & furnace if it were desnirable.

Ve also discussed the rotary furcece development the removal
of the brigk lining from.this furnade to recover the bilver ¥aluss, and
a comparison of the rotary fu:rnace ¥8.blagt furhace fo treatment of
battery plates. - %hile inspeeting the blast furnace 42.| Clesrmen was
particularly interssted about our: fcreneu who -had ‘had iblagt furnace
expariend T ¢ explainbo. o him the ‘situasion  4a.. 3 a&reauy Slven
5 on the telephons. \ \

~ Vs
Personnel Pt ‘\ e

The above covers the Vlnit t/hrough }Je plant. In addition
to this 1nf‘urmstiou. I should ccmfu;m ny ‘brief /eonversation with you
todsy: relative to the telephons callvof Mr -Hallows while these gentle~
meén visited the plant. ¥r. Hallows ele;hfmed to find oul how nmany of
our: staff members were still ou the Da‘:rrog.'l at East Chicsro. I .
briefly gave him the answers to- his ques‘&ions about ths followinp
employees: N

7. T, cle(rk N E. A. Mayhew

T. K_‘!.irnnt } T, YarTlburg

T, Halto \ J. Rinn

W. Portet \ Stanley Dudek
/*S./_,,j%ockdile /'/ L. H. Cutler
B, S, Toney ol © T™gnl Calhoun

#. J. Xnox 3, B. Posay

We Wi Sh :%nshire Taul Martens

F. E. stolte Walter Mack

E. ¥F. {',ee:‘er Charles Mainland

Nyl
! also inquired as to the possibility of hourly

employees returning if 'TFegle-Picher should buy the plant. I told him
that as fer eg I kmew the Psrsonnel Department felt that e numbsr of
our ksy hourly employees would de willing to return if the plant were
taken over by soms conc‘erh that would use essentially tho same .
equipment as at present,  However, I indicated that s number of our
employees had left and:some of them nrobablv have better jobs and would
be reluctant to return.
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¥We made it & point to show these men around to our genersl
plant fecilities, storeroom. machine shop, change houses, offices,
etc. They indicated thet the plant was gertainly well maintained and
the office gnd bulldings kept surprisingly clean.

I trust this information may be helpful and of Interest to
you. -

Very truly youra,

G=I/bm
co: Mr.F. Leist




