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Handling Materials and Supplies

By l-‘. W CURT[S
Supervisor of Safety and F . Rio Grande &
Western R. lL Salida, Colo.

The speaber ail in jort: How imporiam is this phasce of safety work? Here
are same interedting figures, s taken irom the 1. C. C. Dulletin Na. 100 for the
yaar 1931: Handling rails nes. !mdge timbers, ctc. accounted for 4 deaths and
189 injuries: handli i hut- or corrosive substances ac-
coamted fir 8 decths and .Ww injuri=s: handling {reight and supplics accounted for
6 deaths and 1.5.3 injurics. ﬂmmlnnﬂmmanl;mulmpluml%l there
were 18 deaths and 1733 injuries on American railrcads.

Let us praceed. then, with a consideration of the men who handle these materials.
In sclecting men who In- rmuoidmr;usummm do much of the handling of
wraterials and supplies the same licable to all raitroad ewm-
plovment sheuld be followed, with these da islics ding : intclligence,
physical fitness and a co-aperative dispesitha, for he must he ahle to team.

1. Men are camicned not to show their sirength foolishiy, like the unnccessary
handling of 3 larred of ail akne.  Setting 3 barred of 6il on a can is two men'’s work.

2 Never put preem men at handling wheels, mounted or loose. It is a big
hazard and a waste oi time. Keep the wheel phatform free of loafers.

3. Only capable men nuy aperate aflipator shears—those who know metal.

4 In landling serap or salvage material men must know that war is clear and
piles «r hins must be kept orderly the same as with new oaterial.

X No nan may cnter nor remain in an oil tank without another wman at the
manhale.

G Ouly cxperienced men nay mmate hitches or hooks {or train Joads.

7. M are inrhidden to ride any katd heing raised or lowered by power.

K Men must beep irom under Inads. nagnets. ctc, and he lose only when loads
are bwered to pewmition. [ necessary to puide loads. ropes or long poles must be

of its uvight or shape,

10. Fmally. the most impartant comsideration in handling heavy materials is
team work. An adoquatc number of men to haudle the job who can be counted on to
work in mixen or harmroy, cach doing his share. Kfting and reaching at the proper
time and being watchfnl of his own saicty and that of fcllow workers is a prime
crrential. Aod don't forpet 1hat some men simiply cannot do this.  Their make-up
is vt rhythmic.

We may now consider mcthods. It is mme msrenally recngmx.ed dm the first
essential of safety in methods is good | w UER! an han-~
diling materials and supplics may he as follows:

1. Keep workroom supplies as low as practicahle. Storage should oot be al-
Jowed here. Likewise keep finished products moving: congestion makes hazards.

2 Piing steck saicly is an obvious reqiirement of the safe method Heary
materials Yow. light materials higher: height of piles governed by mature «f shape.
Lotk and weight of materials: fillers to prevemt piles from rocking. rolling or slip-
ping; bins. boxes and trays for ter articles: adeq aisles, ¢ rs and track
clearances are all necesarny general poverning rules to follow.
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3. Trucks, trailer wapons, cte. shondd fe kept in Bir class repair. and poeut
judpment used nt to uverlad them. In placing and piling of matcrials «a them
work must w0t be stovenly and awkward: materialy wust e secured or held during
the movemcnt.

A, In store stocks. many pood standard practices have oou recammended. These
should be foliowed and eccasionally checked up.  Thon there is the standard methund
of stacking jourmal hrasses. safe and which wilt pretect hearing surfaccs. AR suxch
standards shuuld be followed relipinusly unless better methuds are known and here
we might menticn the many standards prescribed fir hading freight e ears, all i
which may be abtained fram the mochainical division, A.R.A.

5. Only standard sigmals shuld he used 10 direct traimn menvenmts and e man
at a time giving them, ualess necessary to relay the signats.  In directingg the nune-
ment of timbers a long stick is helpful. AN hitches shenld be iclt vt befire Gift s
made. Lilts should nnt he made wmtil «geratar knows men are in the char.

6. Heavy loads shoudd nm he lifted wntil cattrippors «an peetalde cranes arc

7. Whedl platiorms sheutd be kept froe of dhstructins, snxatth, free of ice, sty
and [rost when in use.

8 Perhaps it is the failure tn forczee the unmmal i the erdinary reattine that
auses more injurics in handling materials aml supplics than auy ame of the whede
range of classified cawses. for pinched and hruised fingers and Les cemstitite thw
preater art of them all. The zeneral canse is usnlly given as carclesawss, bt
another mame for lapse of attentian

Report of Committee on Non-train Accidents
By C. F. LARSON
Superiatendent of Safety, Missouri Pacific Lines, St. Louis, Mo.

The speaker said in part: An empliyer in any dopertoem or aconatisn may
;uﬂ':r a onn-train accident, lut the gomral classes in which this type of accident
arc of way and structure empleyecs: shaps, rexowdhace.

pou-w bause and strre departaemt employecs : and satisa and office emplivyees.

We are using the Interstate Commeree Coumissims figores fer the year 1931,
hecause these are the fatest compdete authentic figures that have been analyeed and
made available to your Commitice, and beanse 1931 was 2 more represotative vear
than 1932 by reason of heavy remairs and betterment work laving heen almost
enmpletely mn of the mcture during 1932

Attertien is directed to the fact that the mmuher ni na-train accidents is greater
than the train accidents and the train service accidents cembined s

154 killed in mom-train accidents in 1931 represents 24 por cont nf the teal killed,

12,598 imjured in non-train accidents in 1931 reprosents 38 ber cont of the tetal
njured.

Thus a total of 12752 casvalties are roawded in me-train accidems in 1931, which
cepresents 37 per cent of the tatal casualties.

The principal effort inst non-train idonts should e carricd an in the main-
tenance of way and equipment departments. since they fweduce 75 per cent of the
total industrial accidents. and 95 per cont of the accidents in (twese deganimems are
to swei-train men: 38 ver cent ocrurred in maintenance of way, with 4963 casmaltios,




