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TeMPORARY ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE

Inpustaiar Dust Prosuam

February $th, 1935.«

REPORT AND RECOMUENDATION OF THE TEMPORARY
ORGANIZATION COMMITTER WHICH WAS ELECTED

AT THE ~STUPOSIUM ON DUST PROBLEMS® HELD T
AT PITTSBURGH, PA., JANUARY 15, 193S. .

Dear Sir:

A11 individuals eho atitended ths Sywvosium on

. Dust Probvlems held at Pit{tsburgh, Pe., Jenuary 15, 1935

and all Trade Associations whioch were addressed by Dr.
Woidlein of Uellon Instituts under date of Dacember 1,
1934, ars recaiving copies of this letter,

The purpose of this letter is to esk if your
Company or your Trede Associstion (as the cese may be)
7111 subsgeribe an amount not to exceed $500.00 for the
ostablishuent of a Coordinating Agency as the first covo
tovard & study of the many existing phases of the indus-
triel dust prodlem, tcgother with e rocomvendation based
oz that study as 1o such further concerted ection as oey
be possible and yproper for all irdustry.

At on initial over all cost of $25,000.00
wvhen pro-rated amongst the subacribers to the movexzent,

_the individual cantridutions required may be very

matearially less than $500.00 each, depending on 4ihe
nunber of subsoribers.

The enclosures will furnish full Snformetion
to enable you to judge vhether tho plen proposed has
sufficlent merit to justify its cost, and whether your
Coopeny (or your Trade Association) chould properly shars
in the initlal cost on a pro-rate basis.
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4 is of great ioportence that shatever is to be
done snould be staried quickly. Way I, therefors, t
you reply to this letter sz prouptly es is possible?

3 v

" Yours very truly,

—— v -

Roger A. Hitchins
Cralirman, Temporery Orgenizetion Coamittee
Flected in Pittsburgh, Jenuary 15, 1935.

Enclosures:

{1) A orisf outline of the evants lesding up to erd
occurring at the “Symposium on Dust Problems*® reld .
in Pittsburgh, Pa., January 15, 1935.

(2} A brisf ouilirs of <he discuesior and ectiorn “ekan
by the Tewporsry Organization Commitiee on Jarnuery
15, 1935,

{3) A brie? outline of <he discussion and ection takorn
oy the Tewporery Organizetion Committee =t a 3p2c-
ial meeting held et the Duquesne Club, fittsvurgh,
Pe., on Fridey, February 1, 1935.

(4} Copy of & lettar from Dr. E. R. ¥yidlein, Director
of Yellon Institute dated Janvery 21, 1936, together
with & copy of the “Plan for 8tudy of Dust Problens"
referred to in Dr. Weidlein's letter.

(5) A tentative "Program of Initiel Activities" (for a
correleting agencyl arranged in somewnat different
form but which tas the epproval of Uellon Tnstitute.

(6) A Form of Letter for your reply, which is suggested
for your guidence, if your Company ot Trade Assocgie-
tion (as the case may be) is villing to pariicipate
in this movement.
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cnclosure

(1) A brief cutline of the eventis leading up to and
occurring at the “Sywposium on Cust Probleas* held

Page 1 in Pi{ttsburgh, Pa., Jenuary 15, 1§35,

.

LY

‘ E. R, Weidlein, Director cf

ellan Pesty 0of Industrial Rassar®, at Pittsbturgh, vrote to
oor ghty industries, in connection with the subject of
industrial dust hazards, Thoers are verious types of so-called
tdust diseases', knoiﬁ generally as pneumonoconiosis, among which
are silicosis, esbestosis, anthracosis, siderosis, and numerous
others.

. - —
- ey tm e :

-

Dr. Veidlein's letter was written at the request of a
few of the 4industries, in which the dust hezard exists, in an
effort to detesrwine vhether sufficient interest existed to warrant
having a meeting for a geners) discussion of this question, and
with the basic idea that if such a meeting could be held $t mighs
be possible to establish a coordinating agency for the collection
of 81l available dats on silicosis and other dust diseases and ite
dissemination to the interested industries, and with the further
thought that such an agency would later develop into a coordinating
and planning bedy.

The response to Dr. Weidlein's lettar was immediete and
ropresented e large percentage of the industries to whom tke orig-
insl lettar had bean sent. In view of the vwide-spread interest,
¥ellon Institute procesded with arrangecents for a “Symposium op
Dust Probtlems®. This meeting was held at the University Club, at
Pittsburgh, Tuesday, January 15, and eddresses were made dy the

V//:;. A. C, Hirsh )

¥illiems, Eversman & Uorgen
Toledo, Ohio

. f£ollowingt

e Dr. R, R. Sagers
Uedical Officer in Charge
U. 8, Public Health Servics .
‘t&’!’ington, Dc o.

r. A. J. Lanza
Assistant Medical Dirsctor
- Uetropolitan Life Insurance Co,
New York, N, Y.

0//'Dr¢ Eugone P, Pendergrass
X-Ray Laboratory .
University Hospital
‘/rhiiadelphia. Pa.

Prof, Philip Drinker

Sohool of Publie Hsalth

Harvard University

Boston, Mass. C -
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Ur. F. Robertaon Jones !

Genersl MUanager, Assoclatian of Casualty
and Surety Executives
New York, N, Y.

Donald B, Cummings
Assigtant Director, Saranac Lsboratory for
s Study of Tuberculosis
" Bdwérd L. Trudesu Foundation
~ Ifouwood, Michi{gan i e

Dr. Semuél R. Haythorn

Director, Singer Memorial Laboratory
P{ttaburgh, Pa.

Dr. Weldlein, of Mellon Institute, in opening the meeting
expleined that the interest of the Institute was simply the desire
10 assist industry toward a realization of the probtlem and the

development of & possible program of agtivity. Ko reporters vere
W no stenographic notes were kept. Atten-

2_:2’ { ap . dion only ud_}mw%
’f‘\ Chundred rem'uenutive of my of the important in rles are

At ths conclusion of an excellent and extremely Snformative
progran, on motion frow the floor a nominating cowamittee was appointed
to submit names of individuals in 4industries who would form & Tempor-
ary Organization Committse to develop plans and make a definite
sritten recommsndation t0 all of the registered sttandance at the
meoting, a8 vell &3 to those industries originally invited, as to the
forpation of & permanent organitstion and its purposes.

The industries represented grouved themselves into geven
general classes and the Nominating Committee report consisted of the
nominstious for e Tomporary Organization Committes, with one represen-
etative for each of the following Groupe of Industry:

GROUPS OF INDUSTRY

. I. Asbvestos, Cork and Non-metallic,
Eﬁ.‘,(}heucu Abrasives, Alloy and Non-ferrous Metals,
. Foundries.
IV. Gldss Sand, Ground Sand and Gless Manufaoturers.
V. Iron, Stesl and Iron Ore.
Vi. liwme, Limestons, Cement and Gypsum.
YII. Refractories, Ceramics and Claya.

The report of the nom&nating' committes was accepted by the

meeting,

ROGER A. HITCHINS,
"Chedrman, Tewporary
Organization Coxzmittes -
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(2) A brief outline of the discussion and action taken

by the Tamporary Qrgenization Committee on January
15. 1935-

Folloving the adjournment of the gemeral meeting in
the late afternoon of Jeguary 15, 1938, & meeting was held of
the Temporsry Organization Coormittee at which time the under-
signed vas elected Chairtwan of the Committee.

The Committes was of ths opinion that Wellon Institute
of Industrial Reasarch, Pittsburgh, ves better qualified to con-
’,/’ duot this work tham any other agendy., The Chairman was there-
aL upon instructed to requeat Mellon Institute for s proposal whioh
would outline the work which they would expeat to do on Silicosis

snd other Dust Problems end the cost of daing it, in case indastry
in general desired the estadlishment of suoch a coordinating sgenoy.

ROGER A HITCHINS,
Chairman, Temporary
Organisation Committes.

S .
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Enclosure

(3) A brief outline of the discussion and ection taken by
the Tomporary Organization Coumittes ot a’'spocial wmeeting

held at uquesne Club, Pittsburgh, Pa., on Friday,
Page 1 ebruary 1; 193573

!

N——————— e —"

On cell of the Chairman, the Temporary Orgenization
Cormittes met et Plttsburgh on Fridey, February 1ist, 1935.

Judging frem the Xeen interest displayed at tho "Symposiuo
on Dust Problexs™ LETd in Pittsburgn, January 165th, 1935;4¢ vasithhe— ' -mmim
desire of those in attendance tkat a coordinating and correlating agency
should be established for the purpose of making a complete study of &ll
of the existing facts concerning the many pnases of the industriael dust
problem as affecting all industry, and a recomnendation based thereon
es to future actlon.

The letter from Dr. Weidlein of Mellon Institute dated
Januery 21lst, 1935, together with the "Plan for Study of Dust Problems”
was read and discussed,

Tho maximum cost Lor the first year or for the f&rst'poriod

s} of this work, which is estimated to requirs frow six months to a year's

of

time, will be $25,000.00.

The plan provides for the posgible establishment of a per-

manent orgenization to be known ss the(Ifdustr Dust Inctituta or

by whatever other name wmay be selected) To~be XBTTITIETSA VItH Uellon
bershiv cnd their contributions
may be kept at Uellon Institute end will be entirely conTitemtiel.

——

Such permanent orgenization when forwed to be directed by
an Advisory Committee which will be elected by the contributing members,
and whose function will be similar to that of a Boerd of Directors in
co-operation with Mellon Institute in carrying out the purposes ct the
nav Assocliation.

A somevhat rearranged "Suggested Prograz of Initisal Activi-
ties® for the correlating agency covering medicsl, preventive, legsl,

‘legislative and publicity features of the industrisl dust prodlem wasg )

propared dnd discussed with representat ives of Kellon Inatituto end vas
approvod by theam.

¥rom tho fact that & number of interested industriea have
alresdy expressed their willingness to underwrite this program to the
oextént of $500.00 each for the firat year it appearsd to the Temporary

en or ndlv T will be

relatively small when considering the vhich may. The
aotuel oxpenses vill be pro-rated among tho:o subscribing, thus it 14y
wembers vill underwrite proportionately the emount will be exactly
$500.00-each, If eighty participate the amcunt will be only slightly
more than $300.00 each, . cnd less in. the QVOnt or ¢ larger number of
subscribers. the ent M uired- for ¢
phase of the work cny'bclepqo"ill~bo carried over for future activities

B S
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or cen bes refunded vroportionstely to the contributors,

The Temporary Organization Coumitiee {eels that the import-

MWM&JMWWW; - and
that this appears to be & most opportune time for 4 ndustry at reason-
able cost to etteXpt~to gather together in e central egency-all of  AWE— — e
existing informetion of all kinds on this subject as a basis fer de-
teroining what further activities along this line are necessary or

practical. The Dust Problets in eve ustr 2 4+ain problems

cmmon to d with Zngineering (respirators,
d and tho ¢al, legal an gislative

aspects. —

The Chairman of the Tegporary Organization Coumittes was
thereupon directed to writs to each individual who was present at the
Syaposium on Jenuary 15, 1938, a3 well as to the more then eighty Indus-
trial Trade Associations who were addressed by Mellon Instituts under
date of Decamber 1, 1934; - and transmit to them (a) the development
leading up to and occurring at the Sympogdum onm January 15, 1935, and
{5} the developments occurring at the orgenirzation meeting of the ’
Texporary Organization Committee on Januery 16, 1935, and (c) the plens
proposed by and aprroved by Mellon Ingstitute as to initial activities
and objectives, and (d) a report of the discussions and recomendations
of the Temporary Organization Committee meeting in Pittsburgh on Friday,
Fobruary 1, 1995, and he was direoted to request that.those eddressed
should respond prowptly with an indiocation as to whather or not they
vi1ll support a permanent organization on the basis outlined,

ROGER A, HITCHINS,
Chairman, Temporsry
Orguj.zstion Committes.

N e e e T T et s mme © e smasm gpm i wmae a—— e
BRI W W7 L G FT- BRDRRTPI DEVAR. TSR L LTt aegestitTees
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MELION INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH,

Pittaburgh, Pa.

Enclosure
(4) .
Page 1 . ’ January 21, 1935,
o - ey el
Mr. Roger A. Eitohlns, President, -

Arerican Refractories Instituta,
No. 1608 Walnut Street,
Philedelphia, Pa.

My deer Ur. Hitohins:

, In accordance with your requeat as Chairman of the Organiza-
tion Coomittee which vas formed at the conference on dust problems held
in Pittsburgh on January 15, we are giving you our ideas regarding the
iz-ortant problems involved and the type of organization that should be
eatablished. I am enclosing & plan for the study of dust prodlems and
the organization chart, ’ :

If this work wers t0 be centraliced in Mgllon Institute, it
[ could be carried out-'as s part—UI JUr &ir hyglene researghy The director
appointed to handle the inv gation wo 30 be the head of the
=~ institution or organization which the industries would set up. In this
Tehw~¥as supporting the research and nc one would know w %8 or
o ividorly weTE TontritutingrTE0_tha fund. This would enabls The—erguac

¢ [RiToTIOR T got souadly sstablished, so that If later on Tt Ves—deglred o
Jeomeout ItV IO YAIS could ba arramgeds | —— —

Hoping thet this givea you the information which you wish, I

PRENSSEESESSa

am
Sincersly yours, )
Y~ (signed) N. R. Weidlein
TR¥-¥7 - . Dirgeotor

« enclosures

corrT tyote
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Plan for Study of Dust Probleps

1. Organizetion of the Industiries.

+rat there be tndustries for_the
fasson that no progrem of rvesesarch investigation could be carried on witkout
il ¥ . agsurence of continuity ard.financisl suppori. Such assurance could bo given
) only by some body thet had authority to speak for & sufficient nurter of in-
dustries or comraniss, snd-wight Ye ¢ s UL Ty e i
1t seems inadvisabla to effect such & separate orgenization, for reasons thet
may be sound, it is scggested that a group of individuals Ye chosen from
{nduatries or ccopanies, such a group to be called, for example, Indusziries -
Advisory Board for the Study of Tust Problems. Affectoed Sndusiries and/or
individual companies could contridbute to this 3oard, which 4n turn could maXe
contracts and disburse the moales.

. The other primary functions of the Institute or Beard <ould be to select the ¢en-

tral agency to adminiater the activities later referred to in goms detail (called,

for conveénience, the research agency), to keep in touch with thet centrel sgency,

advise with it as to the progrem of work, and aid it in other obvious lepiticate

ways. Obviously, such central agancy pust de indopendent of efy speeitiaﬂzgaciiFi*‘%r\\.

or group, it must have & broad o ook. e sycpathetic un &R g
4 | wxmrwide contacts vith cooparating AATYTLUET_ard it wust have the comfidance
! | oI tHe ludustriecs, and of the phy . Imeere-agd all insiTTUTIUImS—groups

“ N individue ho might cooper&te to advAntaae.

S— e

-L. The work of the research agency.

[ Of primary importance in the initfal stage ia the collection of evailablo deta
‘published and, as far as posaible, unpublished.

These data must then be eveluated and correlated, and in this phase of the work
it is assumed thet it will be poasible to secure the advice and cooporation of
the recognized specialista in the fields of medicine, law, chemistry, physics
and engineering, Evaluation should include the weeding out of date that cannot
be considered as authoritative.

- It will then be _possible to prepare a oomprehensive program desigred to provide
the induatr {timate protection. T ———— s

In preparing to work out such a program, it would bo necessary toc compila a
-11at of specialists in all fields who are engaged in a study of dust problems;
" toshave determined any emong them who may not be properly qualified and whose
.Tesults might, therefore, not be entirely acoeptable; to attewpt as far as
feasible to have investigational work correlated and synchronized; to be 4n
position to make reasonable grants to qualified individuals or sgencies to

' study spelial problems or phases of problems.

Sowe of the aspeots that cocur to mind are:

.t?c) The pathological and psychological offects of dusts of various kinds,
' alone and in cowbination; for this [ 3 classification of dusts is necessary.
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. Igportent from both W&Q1;g}_52§_lg§gl_ilﬂnﬂlﬂiﬂ$1,12‘th‘ prevaration of
L l On the medIcal side is also plant hygiene, insofer as it ia
affected by industrial dusts and fumes.
(b)Y A study of sam?lggg_ggiicos and sempling msthods, with the, idea of .furiher. . ..

developing standards, and also to attempt to vrovide plant officlals with
sirple portabls epparatus which, vhile neither ea dellcete nor es accurato
as the standard equipment, will enable them to keep a rcguler check on
plant conditions and to knov vhen the danger line is approached.

(¢} Study of existing methods and coopsration in the development of improve-
ments designed to minimize dust and fumes in the plant, as well as protec-
tive measures for workmen.

(d) Dissedinaiion, through proper channels, of authoritative informetion.

coopereting agencies engaged in studies of phases of the problez, and a

} {e)] Meintaining contact as closely es possible with independent agencles and
program of such research experimentation as may be indlcated.

) (f) Study end synopsis of existing vertinent legislation (including compensa.
tion), and assistence in the preparation of sefety ¢odes and fair lavs,

The ylace to start is in the collection and evaluation of available data,
which must preceds the formulatlon of the longer-timas program.

IIT. Estimate of cost.
(e} The cost, if eny, of operating the parent organization or Board.

(b) Cost ¢f resoerch agency. It is estimated that for the initiel work of
collecting and evaluating availabls data and preparing suthoritative
abstracts for disssminetion, surveying the field and formulating a
long-time program of constructive work, not less than $26,000 should
be appropriated. )

The time necessary for this initial phase cannot be predicted with cer-
tainty, but 1t is estimated thet &t least six months and not wore than
a year vill be required.

After the conclusion of this period, it ig certain that an effective pro-
gram can be developed end would require a substantially lerger budget.

., Orgeniiztion chart. . : i

The vlen ocutlined abdve:{s shown bdroadly in the accompanyirg chert.
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CORRELATING AGENCY N

SUGGESTED PROGRAM OF INITIAL ACTIVITIES

UEDICAL. (1) Secure from mediccl profassion and kealth euthoritios
es complete as poceible information covering pest ancé
present research on Induatriel Dust diseeses.

- B S
(2) Study the assembled deta and report end reocommend (o)
as to vhet pheses have duplication of effort and (b) es
10 wnet phases should have further research; sith the
objective of ,emmne—m-msmmo_fm%
Wedicel Associati 1ting up euthoritative an
opfroved staudards

of diegnosis and corroction.

PREVENTIVE. (1) Secure from all possible sources the existing evallable
data on Industrial Dust harards,

(2) Study the assembled date and report and recowzend {(a)
at to present reans of eliminating or minimizing those
:;QL;Z: 4 haszards and (b) ez to what further should be done¢ in
that direction; wiib tha abjective of .setting up author-
g itative and approved standards for the ¢o i1of

fndugtrial dusts whi complied vwith by indistries,

or b nnics. will act as & defense ageinst~
orsonal n

LEGAL, (1) Securs from cll affected industries their present exper-
lence as to persopal injury suits and claims growing out
of industrial dust hazards and clsimed diseases; in
complete deteil as to neme of cleimant, amount {nvolved,
court of jurisdiction, prosecution and dafense counsel,
charactar of suit (or clainm) together with a history of
clogsed ceses end the status of pending 3uits or olaims.

{2) Study the assembled dats end report and recommend (s) as
t0 the aggregate amount of money losas which industry has
¥ experienced and with which industry is threatened as a
whole and by divisions and (b) as to the -instances vwhers
the situation eppears to be & “racket® egainat industry
and (o) what concerted action way be possible to be taken
in pending osses end claimg; with the obfeastive of en-
; lieting the co-operstion of the American Bar Assoclation
and locel Bar Assoclations in stopping the “racket.™

LEGISLATIVE. (1) Secure from &1l §tates end Territories coples of existing

or pending legislative epactments and existing court
decisions affécting the dus uatry, wheilber '
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LEQISLATIVE. workumen's cQ nsat L3
(Contd} ozmop law.
SIS

.o alt b g e o et e

(2} Stu&} the- assemblod date and report end recommend
(a) a8 to existing laws ~vhich vroverly protect both
euployer end eoployes =nd (b) e3 to such cxiciling
laws as do not proverly vrotect botn coployer and
employee; with the objective of securing the enact-
ment of State laws, of & uniforu character, which;
vhen compiled with, will fairly and properly protect
the interest of industry and of those engaged in
industry and of enlisting the co-operation of the
Federal Government in that direction.

-

POBLICITY. Consider and recommend (a) the manner in which
affectod industries may be informed and be kopt
informed as to all phases of the industriel dust
problem and (b) the wanner in vhich governmsntal
agencies and the publia m;Z_ggﬂggzgxmﬁd_nnd_hQLXppt
informed, end the propriety and adv

> and
gshould be taken in the direction of protecting
toth Ruman 1Ife and property. :
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Mr. Roger A. Hitchins, Chalrman
Tomporary Orgenization Committaea
Room 909, 1608 Welnut Street
Philadelphia, Penne.
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Deer Si-: .
Ye have your letter of February 6, 1335 and accompeny-
ing copy of letter from Mellon Institute of Industriel Resserch,

outlining a program for the study of iadustrial dust hazards.

%o are in full egresment with this progrem and vith the
zothod suggostod for putting it into effoct. We understend that
the estimated expense for ths first year is 825,000. In consider-
ation of other similar contributions, we agree to contribute toward
the initial expense of such & program the sum of fivo hundrad
dollars. (8600) with the undarstanding thet i tha zotal contritu-
tions exceod 325,000, tho amount of our contribution is 0 bte

proportionately reduced,

It i3 our understanding that when suffiocient contri-
butions have been received, e¢ meeting of the contributors will
be called for the purpose of effeocting 2 permanent orgaonization,
and that contributions will be payable at such times es the

directors of the provosed organization shell call for payument.

Yours truly,




