- ETHYL GASOLINE GORPORATION

" CHRYSLER BUILDING
’405 LEXINGTON AVENUE

INTER - OFFICE NEw YoRK April 18, 1913'1

CORRESPONDENDE

Dr. R. A. Xehoe
Dear Dr. Kechoe:

We are attaching letters dated April 3rd and
April 14th from Louis F. Hall of the Great Lakes 0il Company
and from John H. Walsh of the Tide Water Associated 0il Com-
nany, which were referred to us by our New York Division
office. .

The Great Lakes 0il Company is a Tide Water jobvber
located at Niagara Falls,

We are advised by Mr. Goltz of the New York Divi-

sion office that the law suit in question is now pending and
Tide Water would appreciate your taking any action in the
immediate future which you may deem helpful.

Very truly yours,

0. B. LEVWIS
ic '
enclosure

KVE nnazam
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“thV1 casoline Corporation
125 Zast 42nd Street
dew York, 1.

attention: Lr. Roy L. Golta

T aw snclosing uerewlil cOpy of a
letter fpom Mr. Louis F. Hall, of the Greatb

Iakes Oil Compsny, hlagara Falls, Ne. Y., vhich
iS self-explanatory. -

We would apprpciaue any help which
you way be able to give Kr. Hall govering this
ng &,'Le.‘:'c

Very truly yours,

/M_, N Ua/u

{gpn Walsh, xanafe

J'“'JH
Enclosure

KPE 0004598




LOUIS F. HAL

Sec'y - Treacure

/Cjé} TRIBUTOR
ollege Ave. at
L/

Tidewater 01l Co
17 Battery Place
New YO!‘k c‘.ty. N.Y.

Gentlemen:

A gasoline operator in one of our stations reported to
us that he was running short on gasoline in one of his tanks and
thought that he had a leaker., e removed the tank about a week
later and brought it back to our yard. About a week after this
we received a report from the owner of a store located next to th
gasoline station, that in digging a hole in his cellar he dis-
covered a large quantity of gasoline there. This gasoline was
found to be floating on top of a small underground stream of
water, the direction pointing towards the gasoline station. Test
holes were dug around this arsa and gasoline and water waere found
in 4 holes dug on these two premises. 1In three holes dug off the
premises traces of gasoline could be detected in the damp soilc
while further away only water was discovered, A considerable
amount of gasoline was taken from the original hole in the cellar
and the three holes on the station. For about 5 weeks this con-
dition existed during which time the station and store were ropec
off by the fire department as a fire hazard. . During this time
the owner of the store got a stick, attached a pail to it, went
into his cellar and skimmed off the gasoline on top of the water
and used same in his truck and car and stored the rest in drums.
He is now suing us for loss of husiness and a very substantial
amount for his health, claiming that he i3 permanently sick and
unable to attend to his business due to the tetra etlhly lead in
the gasoline that he breathed and handled in oblaining rrom the
cellar of his store.

Would you kindly write to the Ethyl Casoline Corporatic
requesting them for information as follows:

1., Whether the breathing of ths fimes of gasoline that
contains lead would give him lead poison.

2. Whether the occasional spillage of gasoline on his
hands from attempting to recover same from his cellar would give
him lead poison or have a serious effect on his health.

3. Whether they would be willing to give us technical
rssistance when the case comes up for trial,

4, Any other information that might help us.

Yours very truly,

UE AQNAEDS e N P g
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‘ "Evidenos which we have obtaslvad
1r atﬁer inatauces or loakagc, hes domonatrated thet
muehk ol the lead is leached out of the gasoline whioh
trickles thxovugh the soil as a ooncequenge of the leak.
it is particularly for this resson that I .:uy thet no
unusual exposure to lead would be ocecaaloned by inhalation
of or contact with gesoline in this mauts cellar,

Undoubtedly a number of hypoe
thaﬁiasl and preotlioal questions aould be ralasd with
rofsrense to thisz slfuetione I would dlfficuls, &
not impossible, to anticlipate all of thasa questions
tn advaneo. However there is g ver erga mass of .
evidenee vovering the whole quast-on ul potoentisl exe
pezure to lead in commerolal leaded gasollne, end ouy
and all of such evidence cau be put st your disposal
iu sonuestion witih this csse, I shuould be zlud to

iasuss 1% uith eny repraseutatives oF yours who mey
bo involved in the handling of the natter, end I will
be glad to glve any assliatance whion is possible.

The only point mhiech 1t cocurs
to me to add to my dlscussion ap this time, is that
generally speasklng expusure to gesovline vapors 1s not
a seriwmsg matter, Obviously if one is exposed te high
coneentrations, gascline polsonling or intoxleabtlon takes
place, Usually this dosas not result in permsnent injury,
gnd therefore 1t 1s to be sxpsoted that the slaimant in
thiz case would recover his health compl etely, 1f ths
source of his exposure t¢ gasoline ia oliminsted, 1If
he does not recover promptly, 1t would probably be
becuuse he has some othep illngas unrelated to his
sleimed exposure to gasoline. .

| Very truly yours,

RAKiis : Hobert Ae LehoGs Mels
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