Hudson’s PCB woes far from resalved
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The General Electric Comppany
slopped dunpln; PCBs
ted Diphenyls) into the
HudmanaonJuly!a

substance on Oct. 3¢,
The Enviro!\menlal Protection -
(EPA) will prohibit the
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Fev. 2nd.

The PCB probiem must be aver.
Right?

Wrong.
_Qfiicials at both the EPA and the
sl Department of Environmental
Cuishily ation acknowledge the problem
# 8 from over. It may be getting
werse.

At St 12 fandfills throughout New
Yok siate are known to be leaching
the environment, according

Tests by the EPA last December

found surprisingly high comtarnination
levels of PCB’s as far south as West-
chester County. Among the rore highly
contamiaated sreas were shallow bays
near the Tappan Zee Bridge, Fomdry
Cove near Cold Saugerties, and

to Russell Mt. Pleasant, director of the near Albany

state’s Bureau of Manitoring and
The state’s Divison of Pure Waters
pillions
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tribute $4 million towards restoration of
the Hudson — a quarter of that for
research, and the rest a lump sum
damages payment.

Most of the research will be on bow to
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"lnhauunm 1 feei the money
should be spent to do it,” said Dr. Leo
Hetling, director of the Bureau of Water
Research. “After all, we have spent
billjons constructing sewage treatment
plants. Can't we spend $20 milion, if
needbe, to restore the Hudson?”

Hetling thinks the state “*shouid have
3 pretty good handie on what we shouid
do” by 1973,

Dredging, seen as the leading con-

tender for removing the heavily-

contaminsted sediments {rom the
upper Hudson, gsined favor as a

through. )
Fish concestrate PCBs in their

enough
"Bdweﬁandhrevﬂymma(
PCBs you would remove, you'd have to
barvest one million pounds of fish,'
Hetling said. “Then you'd have to
figure out what to do with the fish.”
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The sif wasn't elped when a
spring Oood 1976 washed more
sediment the Federal Dam at
Troy.

Other, morp exotic possibitilies
One is the use of actitated carton,

which has the sbility to absorb PCBs.
Battelie-Nort

another highly toxic organic dle!lutal
hes River in Virginia.

using a belt-{ype
| Debind a barge, to ab-
sort the PCBa{from the sediment. This
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PCBs from municipal
One of lhe most intriguing
poulbl ties involves the wse of
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Since ‘discArded tires are readily




