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VCM Plant ’ ’ . Conoco Chemicais
’ Continental Oit Comoany
P.0O. Box GOS
Westlake. Loutsiana 706689
(318) 882-0550

April 5, 1977

Mr. Paul Fahrenthold, Chief Engineering Section
Air Compliance Branch

United States Environmental Protection Agency
First International Building

1201 Elm Street

Dallas, TX 75270

Dear Mr. Fahrenthold:

With reference to your letter related to release of information from our

file under the Freedom of Information Act, I have been in touch with Mr.

G. Bernath by phone and indicated to him our desire to review this informaticn
before release. We intend being at your office on April 7, 1977 on another
matter and will take this opportunity to review our file at that time. Mr.
Bernath has indicated he will have the file available for review on this date.

Sincerely,

éfg%T-A. DeBernardi

Manager - VCM Plant
Westlake, La.
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P, Jobn fi. UicCulley
Continontal 011 Company
P 0. Lox €05

iostlako, Louisiana 705G9

r

Dear . lcCulley:

Your lzitor of farch 1, 1977, racuesting ciorificat1on as to this
office's onforcoiont poticy ar 1ing excess enissions wue to maliunc-

t‘cn Uf L |h‘ir¢-ll\.«“t| 2.1.15 J""n T\.(.(."I\.’Gd.

This is to infornl you that thore ave nc provisions ior oxcess enissions
auring stariup, SHutucuil, unu raltunction. Cur enforccoant golicy is
not bascd on a “siric T interprecation” of the reoculati ons 3 it is not
based cn any intoypretation at cil. ,athﬂr vie are guhering to the
policy uaich is cx911r1b]/ cxpressed in the prearble to tie vinyl caloride
regulations. In the preasnie, it s stated 'h- do not halieve ptanis
should be alicwed to cuiit excess enissicns during malfunction, and
therefore are requirving tacm to shut down diancdiately.”
This is bLased on the Tact that vinyl chloride has heen imnlicated as the
causal coant of anojosarcomna and obacr savicus Jdissivoers, both carcino-
cenic and non-co rc.n””‘nlc. ino pu 5 10

Vv

Se GF :Pl's ~erulations i
g the ambiont air ongd theresh
1¢

Nrne
viniiize vinyt chilorias enissions int
h conle liv?ng in the vicinity of Uiase

minicize the 'cai'h “1 ks of the o
plants. Ag expressed in the "r*¢.b gunied in rart UJf"e), LA Gid
considor vether to incersora g p.o/ sioch for excess eaissions wwiting
stairt-up, shutdoun, and udi.ur'tion. In Heht of the sicniticant hoaith
conscquences whnich muy resuit fren re-ccourring walfunctieons, the faeney
coas not woleive plants should be glloved to euiit cxcoss ¢iissicns
auring raliunctions. Unless baci-up conirols ere availelie, the /
will roquire the subject source o shut down irmediately. .

~Until and unless the roaulation is anended, this will rumain our policy.
Should you have any cuastions bcncern1n3 this, you may contact v, Gary
Bernath of my steff Ly telephone at (214) 749-7G75.
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ROV 9o a7g
Mr. Jaclk Cearlev
¥r. John McCulley
Conoco
. P, 0. Tox CO05
I Westlako, Louisiana 70669

Gentlemen:

Fnclozsed ic a major porticn of a docurent authored by the
Vashington office of the Tnvironmental Frotection Rgency
for the Pegional cffices to use as an aid in irplerentine
the vinvl chloride reculations. This docurent does not
have the force of law and is heino sant to you meraelv for
vour aid and inferraticn., It doee respond o savera
topics discussed durinc the neeting held a2t this office
on Hovemwexr 19, 1876,

Sincerely,

Nennctt Stokes
attorney : .
Znforcerment RDivision

“.cloourc{/'

6AEA :BStokgs:ismc:X7675:11/24/76 300-15
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CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURMN RICLIPT REQUESTLD (‘489984)
Continontal ©1il Corrvany
™, C. Tox 05
Vestlakas, Touisiana 70669
Doar Sir:
AS you rav already e aware, the zticnal Trission Standars
for the fazardons pir Tolluitant wvinvl chlericfe ves promuicoted
ocn Ccetehor 21, 1270, {(Ceopry snclosed) na an affected facilitw
yeu will | rc OrHRY A - in ecmpliarce vith the
emissicn e 3 sublect Lo ar arnproved
walver of coruvliiance, wit lln 90 davs of the effective date,
or by January 21, 1877.
This L5 t0 advise you that if you feal that vour Ffacilitv can
operate in CCunll-“PP wvith tha erinsion standfard, vow are ro-
culrad to cornduct performance testes in accordance with the
tost promedures vrﬂ”“lrdteﬁ mnder Soction FLUAT7, ro later
than January 21, 77. “hn C?ction alro rocvires that vou
provice this o:’lcc at least 0 days notice pricr to the
tests so wa may have an bﬂerver mresant.
If your facility cannot orerste in corsliance with the eprie-
sion stanlords by Jenuary 21, 1877, veoa rav apnly for a wvaiver
of cornlisrce in accordance with Section 61.11. It is irper.
tant that much a waivar ha avplied for in a2 tirely rarner =o
vou may bo as:ured tkat hv Jaﬁuary 21, 1277, wvouw vwill he
Oﬁcratlu‘ oo ar waiver., This office is 2]love? OO
|'1\..]._) _Or
Slthouch te sont Lo sfosict ven in cornlving
ith tho 1lzwv, voun are r:" coursa charar? with tre hnovieden of
the requirercnte of tha law and of the anclicahlie reculationrns
- upon their rublicztion.
_(ATA GABernath:smec:X7675:11/5/76 100-42
Qo (1N
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ENVI ONMENTAL PROTECTION AG  ICY

Should vov have any cuestions concerninog this, veou may contact
v, Cary "ornath of nv staff by letter to this office or by
telephone at (214) 745~7675. ‘

Sincercly,

0. V. Lively
Acting Director
ynfercenent Division

cnclosures
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0Ghav 1976

Continental 01l Company

P. O. Jlox €05 '
TTestlale, Touilsiana 70669

Dear Sir:

You arc probhably aware that regulations werc promulgated on
Octobeyr 21, 1976, which recuire control of emissions cf \

Jd
vinyl chloride. (41 Pedernl Dogister 4AC5A0). It iz our : s
understancing that vour plant ray be suhject to these reco~ Y ‘
nlations, and we havae already cent copics of the recula- . vy
tions to your plant. , - , Y
In part because of the complexity of plants vhich ermit . -

vinvyl crloride, the ragulaticons are corplex. In additicn,
new reaulaticns usually create manyv cgucecstions of interproe-
tation. ' kelieve that a meeting hetueen ITA and the
industry o discuss thaese new reoulations would ke helpful
to both of us. -

We propose that a meetine be held between I'PA workino-level
technical and lcgal personnel and industry techrnical and
envircnmental rersonnel who will be worling with the recu--
lations. Although there is a sicniflicant number of nlants
in the five state roogion in which we work, we helicove that
the mecting could ha kept =moll enoniadh to bave zome cnneral
diccussions of probloms as well as answoerine specific ones-
tions of intercst. In order to heve thsz rasirum nurber of
TPA personnel available to resnond to cuestions, we beliove
that such a meetinag could bost be held in Dallas.

We are therefore scheduline a meeting on the vinvl chlorice
requlations for Friday, Yoverber 19, 1876, to heain at 9:80
AJM. in our offices on the 22th floor of the TFirst Interna-
tional rfuilding, 1201 Ilm Street, Dallas, Tevas. If one or

OALN:RStokes:snc:X7675:11/8/76 300-11
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re J. AL Dei
Contin~rr 1

Hestiake, Louisiana 70869 - - .
Deoar Kr. ug,_rharﬂi

Your waiver roguast packaoe dated Decamber 21, 1975, has been recezived
and evaluatad.

This 13 tc inform you that we cannct cemdlete our evaluction urti? Vot
submit acditicnal inforrmation relative to your waiver recucst. tn'eraIIy,
you have not fdentificd wiich poriions or perticular paracraphs of the
vinyl cinleridzs reoulzziorns for wiich ycocu are in nzad of a waiver., Ve
cannot issu2 a general waiver for the entira vinyl chloride rpvu17¢1ons
b

B A

Additionally, you have not adoquately jcentificd each picce of eguipment,
veat, or strecam, for which you are in nezd of a waivar.

Yeur response to the items listed in the attachmant will ewab!e us to
fin;l.ge the reoview of 5cax recuest. Should ycu hava any auesticns
coicorining this you wiay contact either Gary Lornatin.or Periin Zritiain
by t‘IE._h..d.. at (4[-1 ?-1_,'7673.

Sincerely,

Paul D. Fahvreonthold
Chief, Enc:incering Szction
Afr Com aiia: ce -ranhh

Attacinen

cc: Louisfana Air Control Comission
P. O. uOX b\JC‘Jl)
view Orlcans, Louisicna 701C0

bcc: Rich Biondi, DSSE
Susan Hyatt, ESED
6ASA '
(_:l__ 7'.1‘1'77 ,77/2[,;/2; v?

6AEA:GASernath/MEBrittain:jeb:¥7675:2/25/77
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Haiver reguest relating to enission testing

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
' ‘

Itens Pelatina to Yaiver Recuest

- .

- -
-

Waiver request relzittng to the six emfssion points \
o,

A, For ecach coissicn pofnt that is in nzed of a walvers” p?casg}:
fdentify the particular paragrich of the vinyi ch]or1ﬂo *M,u]ctiﬂﬂa

e - k
for which you are roquesting a wafver. fp\x %i .',,e ¢;3
. o EA\ v, '“1 . :\.:”
B. Please enumarate and iventify cach A< siA &nmsaion soints.
For cxasple, enumarate and jdentify each EDQv ™ " venty each
fnorocess wastevater stream, end each ED : “ootank.

ﬁ“\:}‘\“‘ Py

: . . \
Haiver racuest relating to tha fugitive enissions

A. As above for czch fucitive emission area, fdentify the particular
paragraph of tae r:'alatio 8 Tor which you are ragquesting a waiver,

B. Pleasz enusrate and icentify each vumn, compressor, ralief
valve, and all ecuipment in VC szrvice for which a waivar is being reguestad.

You nave reau2sted a waiver of eni=s1on tﬂs»1rr (even thouth you

used the term waiver of cn"“11“n:a) for all the VO oizissicn peints
regulateu by the ikaticnal Eimissicn Stardard for Vinyl Chleride.”

This is to infors you that this cffice will only arant such a testine
.vatvar ¥or thcse warticuls :r:::sses vaich hnve baen cr ranizd a2 waijver of
cospliance. for ticseo _durc»s znd nrv-gs 5088 €A you fesl ar2 nrasently

fn cowpliance, acorosriate tasting rust be Der*: —~24d at a date which

'3

4
this office will rocuire. If thera are any such sources in c-.,]iance
which recuire teosting, we will taik with you in the nesar future to seot
up a testing date. ’

bl
-

As tc your proposal to cornduct the four amissien tests in Cctober,
1978, rather than scracule four separate tosts batween February, 1375,
and October, 1975, wi are agrzsasle to such a schodule.

CONCURRENCES
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vCia Plsnt ! . Conoco Chemicalis

. ‘ Contincnta! Od Company
’ _ $.0. Box L05 _
Y : Woesllake, Lowciana 7CG69
':é£¥ l?/' - : (318} 8820550~
. _—— e qal-SZ‘ \
) - ) 5b&1.
March 1, 1877 . - - -
. o
. = o
. P = o
| A S =il
Howard G. Bergman r.__:“. ) ;;'_3_
Director, Entorcemant Division - D o 22—
- Region VI, Environmantal Protecticn Agency . = 5 2=
First Internztional Building : 2 = 4
1201 Elm Street E% —_- -
Da]]as, TX 75270 s =
e @

. Dear Mr. Bergman

Methods to ccmply with EPA's vinyl chloride standard at CONOCO Chemicals’®

- YCM Plant depand on how EFA plans to eassure ccmpliance with it. Ve can
imagine severzl difterant cc"alla ice strategies depsanding upon which divection
EPA moves. Each of these we balisve obtains the necessery control but with

significantly different cusus. To try to obtain efficiznt emission control

for tha dollars spent, we would l1ike to compare for you two of these stratecies

and point out the widely different cost por volume of vinyl chloside controlled.

Fe hope to encourage EPA te adopt a control strategy that lets us install the
more cost effective contro] system. : '

- Our more cost effective strategy °nV1510nS 1nsLaITau1cn of one high auality
thermal incinerator, i

"¢ fihen oparating as designed, we believe this unit
will keep v1ny] chloride emissions well below permissible amounts.

Industry experience teachss us that chemical process equipment, ro matter how

well constructed or oparatad, sometimas break down. UWe expect this to te true

with our vinyl chlorice incinsraticmngiein,.™ ™ 77 Y y x J
o e - -— e - . . - A ’.'A""‘ - B ' .- - y- i
b4 : 2 ~ ‘- - ot W AL Thougn
— A-— R . | e . ‘..m_- -— b . - »-
we are tryl 'g T0 Ouiain absolute reiieciliiy OF our ceatrel wrain raitunciion

we would like to develop en undaerstandging with EPA fo continue to produce vinyl

¢hloride and minimize procuction losses dur1ng the control dzvice ma]runct1cn.
" He believe the small

additicnal emission of vinyl chioride above the standard
would not cause an uriacceptable risk to public hsalth and the environmant.

If EPA iinsisted that we immadiately shut down the plant when our vinyl chloride
train malfunctionad CONOC3 would he forced to avoid the /hlenket: dO]I«iw/hov-—- -
off1o<t riroducticn by installing a standby contvol systen €iTm 3*”—%ﬂ»-~ AR
Only_in.this. rashwn could we minintize our 10SSes ahd Cluty WiLi
the st Ilc;_in:cnp"etat1on. Installing the dual system we believe represcnts
dgrossly disproportiondte cost to centrol the small additional vinyl chlorice
emission dur1ng br1ef periods of plant operation during the main control device

\
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