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$18 Slight Rise in 1944 Job Injuries. Still Above 2 Million.
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More than 2 million U.S. workers were disabled and 14,200 died because of on-the. ob
injuries 1n 1964, according to preliminary estunates of the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureay
of Labor Statistics. Work injuries added up to 2,050,000 last year—about 30,000 more than
for 1963. The number of deaths, 14,200 remained tne same. For the {irst uime in |i vears,
the Bureau pointed out, the volume of disabling work jnjuries remained above the 2.miliion
mark for two cansecutive years. Approximately 83,800 workers suffered same degree of
sermanent d:sability. Some 95% of the tnjuries were cases with no permanent aftereffects
Jobinjuries produced an estimated total of 42 million days of ummediate disability. This total
13 expected to rise to 172 mallion as delayed effects of serious injuries occur. Some facts
concerning the 1964 work injury and death rate in var:ous industries are: The sungle area of
injury decrease in 1964 was in agriculture. There were fewer fatalities but more injuries
among employees in manufacturing in 1964. In transporation and public utilities, work in.
Juries increased at about the same rate as employment. Both the number of workers and the
volume of injuries increased for contract constructon workers. lnjuries among workers in
maning, trade, [inance, service, and government remained approximately the same as for 1963
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Wwork-Injury Frequency Rate.

The U.S. Department of Labor reported a 5% increase in the manufacturing work.injury
frequency rate {or 1964 as compared with 1963, The rates {or all four quarters of 1964 have been
higher than for the comparabdle periods of 1963. The 1964 rate was 12.7 compared with 12 |
for the previous year. The U.S. Bureau of Mines reported that the frequency rate {or rock.
and coal-fall {atalities in bituminous coal mines arapped to 0. 47 1n 1964 as compared with 0.5}
in 1963, However, the bureau reported a rate of 1.14 jor mines employing |4 or fewer persons
underground, compared with 0,60 for the larger mines. The smaller mines which produced
only about 25% of the tonnage, sustained 30% of the total number of the bituminous coal industry s
underground {atalities. The bureau's conclusion was : “the abnormally high percentage of the
total deaths brought about by f{alls 1n mines emplioying fewer than |5 men points to the need (or

more rigid enforcement of safety regulations in this ciass of mines.
.+ Nati. Safety News 8, 17 (May, 196%)

Industr:al Solvents Air Pollution Target.

The i.os Angeles County Air Pollution Coanzral Distric: (APCD) 1s assembling informat:ar
on which to base a major step toward clearing tne atmospnere 5f eve.irritating pollutants—re.
ducing the volume of solvents which evaporate :nts tre a:r .n ‘ne Los Angeles area each aay
industrial cleaning solvents would be involved. A sdoresmar ior the local APCD estimates
that some 500 tons of solvents of various kindsa=:ram 27 J.ean.rg plants, painting operatiars.
industrial cleaning, etc. —evaporate each day Tre. .arv .n tneir ability to produce eve
ireatation. The APCD 1s attempting to grade tnem. .s.rg satomobile exhaust gas as an :ndex
of 100. It is estumated that some |, 140 piants o: =ar.2.y «:ncs wouid be affected by any reg..atiar
which may eventually be 1ssued to cover the sitzat.an  One .rresoived factar 1s establishmen:
of a point at which a plant would be considerec t5 ze croz.c.ng enough of a volume of evaporatez
soivent to be required to control 1t. The spoxesmarn sa:Z it ~mignt be 100 pounds of evaporatior
oer day. Method of controlling evaporation, shou.2 a 7..e o¢ :ssued, «ould be left up to in.
dividuai establishments. Sources in the Los Ange.es ares ae=dspace :ndustryv sJggestes as ar-
exampie that vapors from such solvents as “ricn.orde:=..ene +23uid nave to be passed througn
cnarcaa. The APCD expects to pregent its data 5>n $3:.¢en% e.aporation ta the ios Angeies Counts
Board o: Supervisors at a future date and request :ssuance o9f a regulation to cover the praodie~

-« Contam:natior Contral 4, 6.7 (May, 196%)

Pest Residues in Food.

Pest residues 1n the U.S. food supplv are :rns.gn:incant {rom a health standpoint,
according to the iatest total diet” studies by tne Fooc and Drug Aamuinistration {(FDAY  Leve.:s
tound in test samples were generally less than | 7 af tne saie iegal tolerance, FDA savs, ade.rng
that manv of the most commonly used pesticides were n9: found at ail The studies are mace 3-
markel.-vasket samples ot groceries collected trom storgs ;n tnree major cities  Groceries

(I 1 l 3 ;_' ‘) L‘ .

L]
-




