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S In past, same found hands damaged
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By PAN KAUFFMAN

Coveterulomens! Al Wenter
" The polyvinyl manufacturing process
; *ihat was c!tcd reoently &g the probavle
caure uf Yiver eancer In ot least six B. F.
- +' Goodrich Cn. wotkers hor caused health
pmtmem of a lets sorious nature in the
pas

., which tho plastic {5 made at the come
pany’s Bolls Lane plapt  experienced

tips.

For rome, the blood circulation into
the fingers was markedly reduccd, their
fingers got shorler »nd alarted <Iubling.
Their fingernatls began o curve around

. tho emdn of the abortened fingers.

v, - Durkng the worst xtages of the discase,

oo X rayr of the fingertips show ttle evie
dence of any bona.

Some of tha workers also experienced
thickened skis, particulardy on their amms.

In all, 30 employes whe cleancd the

i.z their hands, aceording te / company
~eport that appmrr-d in the Jowmal of
u;l)ﬁy Anarican  Modicsil Aggerintion In

. . Corobany offfcials aay elgbt or nige of,

. the Bells .Lane planl The rest worked

- at othat Gondrich plants.

. The manulacturing proccys has been

- thanged 2nd  the cleanors now  wear

plastic or rubberavated gloves instoad

s of Jeathor oncx, apparenily climinaling

 the prybiom. No twod - problems have

o gurfaced recently.

2 n. Company offlciala say they ane still

7 ungure what caused the discase. They

"

animais talled.

But thoze who expedewend the trouble
still have shert fingers and oecanignatly
?rem:otbcmd by pour bioed tirculativn
n them.

in the lato S0x and 00, some of | .
those who cleated the Iarge vessels in -

severe damage to Lones in their fingare,

v :, the moea with _hand problenas worked in

veraels  experiencod  soeae  damrge to

¥ T o _........»._.......-.‘.-

Tevo more nicum hove been wm
to tha list of B. F. Goodrich em.
plc»ms known fo mave contractod
an srtromaely rere form of lver oan.
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. rare but I¥'s nothing yon're working in.
“Of coutse that fidn't convince me, t
alenys fell it wag something to du with
o work. But T oouldn't got the doctedy wcn

: lntcmicd In checking it out

cer, Page A 1. e
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who Hns i Pleasure Rmpo Park, all of
his fingors wore affectod except ons ring
fingez. When he held hix two ring
Hingers togother Inst woek ove of them
appuated to by @ quarter of an inch to
haif an inch shorler then the other.

The 1867 report in the moedical joursad
saye  Goodrlch  werkers  bogen  com-
plsaini’mr of the problom in 1064, sl the
ompany  stavted Inveatigeiing  whether
the problcm might be fubreisted.

Sxadgs sald he' stected poticing some.
thing was happening to his hands bofore
he had compicted s fivst year or hin
jeb, which included cloaning the plastic

. mamxhuuxﬁnu tanks.

Starting with e changes $n his hande
in 1935, he said. his wifo started asking
?ii? to s 2 physidan. Dut he tl:an’t

10 kept woaning on but i wax so slow
that you got used-to Mt end fust keap
m!nst he eald. .

But by 1958, he sdded, it had mucn
"ro boad that I went to doctor down tn

" the country.™ #y
' ‘The doclor to3d him it miahl be gomee @

thing be was working in and refevred Him
to the company doctor. After going

", through a pumbor of doctors he leamnod

e raRy Bttempts to tapraduce ft in mboratorv R
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that tho blapd was not circaloting in his

hands proprly and the fingertip bones'
- were seyerely dumaged,

C YL warn't fooling bed dxtept (hat my

© hunds woro swelled g0 bad that 1 couldnt

open oF close tham comploicly end the
ends of my fingers were so sote thet 1
couldn't button my cidthes or dial & 8~
phont,” Skapgs sald.
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Hosvltal in Loulsville 1a 1390, Shkaggs
. weont back to the "'poly clenning™ job

He said that by that ime cther workers

werg haviag hand probloms.

By 1562, Skagze sald, he Tad encugh
geniority to bid on o dawwark {ob, m*d "%
got out and began to fot zeme balter,”

Skagps coventually got tegether with,
other empleyes guffering the sume saalads
e and they filed for worknwea's com-
pensation. The company paid the c!am'z
" without contast,

Exagas said he is po longer bottwmd a.
ﬁ:ent ¢eal By his shert fingers. The bones

ve “knit buck tegether pmtty swell

“It's hard to pick up little objects be-
cause thoy're stubby, snd X just den't !
have the touch ” ke gald. *Just his morne
Ang 1 s thie fingess tutn white ze a'

‘ ;‘;hth. It happrng a!l the timé In the wia-
QI(

“fhare’s not any pain ta it . thay fust
kind of get numb.prd dook ‘ﬁc 2 doad
prtson’s (logers, 1 don't thlnk thcrei a
dmpo: Blowd in them” -

Skxqm addad that ho-has had Ysit or
swm bood clots x\moved from hi:
Jfands since 1992,

. Testy have show that Skages' Hver'is
normal ‘hut this past sumeser ho was
axam bospitalized with 2 papereas condi- -

”Ttm doctors sty 1hat as far as thoy
knnve tho' chemicsls nre ot cauving It,”
bo sald, “But who can mally say? - -, !

“I're got a prelty good jsz out there L
wouldn't want the place shut down be.
cause that's whese Y've made my lHving

. for, the lasl 1B yoors. iU important to
mzks a living but health i xpcrinnt.
oo, M you con't. Jive. yom: don't mond. o .

CR PSSV

BFG29775



