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3H finds more brain
ancers among chemical
orkers in Texas plants

Concern over brain cancer deaths
nong chemical workers continued to
ount last weck with the discovery that
e deaths among former employees at
onsanto's Texas City, Tex., chemical
termediates plant were attributable to
-ain tumors, and that two of the deaths
uld have been caused by the type of
:ncer known as glioblastoma multiform.

The Occupational Safety and Health
dministration and the National Institute
" Occupational Safety and Hcalth have
sen investigating brain-cancer dcaths
nce the discovery that nine employees of
nion Carbide’s Texas City plant died of
ioblastoma between 1962 and 1978. One
nployce with glioblastoma. is still living
W, Feb. 28, p. 22).

OSHA began investigating deaths at the
fonsanto plant as the result of a “com-
liance complaint™ received shortly after
e discovery of the cancers at Union
arbide. The cases at Monsanto were
= =d after an initial review of 1,200-

acalth records of employees and
» employees at the plant. Spokesmen
o Monsanto say that only two of the
caths could be attributed to glioblastoma,
nd that there is “no evidence™ that the
ther three were of that rare form of
ancer.

Initial indications were that the deaths
t both plants could be linked to vinyl
hloride monomer but Ben Bare, senior
adustrial hygienist with 0SHA’s area
ffice, says several chemicals are now
cing studied and “the list is growing
very day.” Included: acrylonitrile, ethyl-
ne oxide, polyethylene and their interme-
liates. Monsanto, which has not made
‘cM at Texas City since 1968, says it is
‘onducting a study of its employees
‘stretching back 30 years™ and will start
wnother check in phases in cooperation
vith OSHA and NIOSH.

Viny! chloride is a suspect as the cause
»f the cancers because several studies have
inked vCM 10 glioblastoma and other
ypes of brain tumors and because many
>»f the workers with glioblastoma had been
:xposed to vCM. One study that made a
-onnection between vCM and glioblastoma
was sponsored by the Manufacturing
Zhemists Assn. and published early last
ve “he study, conducted by Equitable
En .mental Health Inc. (Rockville,
Md.;, examined tihc dcath certificates of
3,677 workers exposed to vcm  at 34
plants. As well as reporting the incidence
of angiosarcoma, the main type of canccr

Tinked to veM, the study showed an excess
of brain tumor deaths — 12 where statisti-
cally there should hav e been six.

And now there is  evidence that the
incidence may be even higher than
expected. Although 4 3 1 death certificates
from Union Carbide®s Texas City plant
were included in the M CA study, none were
for victims of glioblas toma. According to
Joseph Wagoner, director of OSHA's office
of carcinogen identifi cation, “There were
no brain cancers among that group of
workers™ although he points out that the
criteria for selecting workers may have
inadvertently excluded those with glioblas-
toma.

Carbide says it submitted data in

" answer to specific requests by the Mca

study group. And the extent of the
Carbide workers” ex posure to VCM is
uncertain. According to Sanford Leffing-
well, who heads the N1 OSH study team, five
workers were clearly exposed, and for two
others, evidence is “te nuous.” a
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Judge K ets EPA ban
on24,5-T stand

Dow Cherxical and 10 co-plaintiffs fost
thefistrouny d in their attempt to roll back
the Eaviron zmental Protection Agency's
Mar, | emer gzency suspension on use of the
herbicides 2, <4 .5-T (trichlorophenoxyacetic
acid)and Sik vex.

The 11 coompanies and trade associa-
tions, includ & ng uscrs and makers of the
herbicides a 31d  agricultural and forest-
products growaps, had sought a temporary
injunclion a gwainst EPA's action in U.S.
District Cour—t in Flint, Mich. They asked
that the mow,e be found “arbitrary and
capricious an, «J done without observance of
procedures re= quired by law.”

Although  U.S. District Court Judge
James Harve =y declined 10 rule on the case,
he did grant  a request for an expedited
schedule to p-eview the facts of the ban,
which require=s EPA officials to appear in
Flint, Inresp»nse to EPA's bid for addition-
al time to pre=pare its case, Judge Harvey
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znd plant reports prain

By DILL INMAN
Fon Repavier

A fedecel health Invertigation Inta the
brain cancer deaths of 16 chombeal wock-
ert at Unlun Carblde's Teaas City plant
bac (wened up five additional Lraln can-
opr deaths at Monsaale’s measty clbemb
cal Lacilaty . -

Outh plantz ence protuced thexaacer-
causing apent vinyl chioride. The sub-
stuacy has been lnked by oicotists to
the braln tumor glioblatioma
auultitonme.

“Were tiying to cooperate gnd ¢oordi-
Late ow' eliorts fully with the govern-

meut,” paid Moasanto spokesman Joba

Good morning! -
I's Tuesday, Morch 6, 1979

Hpine lrom the cempany's §t. Louls
badgoartery.

*We're coucerand, ar gitees are,
aboud the Inckicnce of thly form of s
or, We waut 1o xtress, howiws, that the
glivdastuma losms. bix uc: bevn dofer-
miucd 12 (wae Jaek live casex,

The federal investigation wicmmed
tromn & Unlon Carbide warker's com-
plaiat recrloed Nov, 37 by the Orcupa-
Uonad Satety and Meallh Adminksiration,

A pekentdic team including OSHA 3nd
Hational Inzthiute tor Occupational Safe-
ty vidd Healtd spocialistz o0 loursd nt
lesyt 10 Unioo Curbicke workers Rad dicd
o beula cancer betupen 152 snd 1979,

Skx of the 10 victins bas? glishlasioma

Another chemical plant ¢

Sl

midiforme Bvted 35 enare of death on

i desth oorsdlicntrs. And anather 1wo

of bk gronp sete thoupht 1o hawe fiad
same forns of cancer, Ag Itk Unies Car-
W worker, slidl Jiving, sl bas bocs
diapnivsd w3 haeing the gllebinstona
uniar. c~

Koasanty bepae sifting bealih reconly

und death vertifieatey of yome 5,360 .
‘rescarching demographic distare pat-

workers alier it learwed of the Union
Carbide gtly, Spone zaid. QSHA offi-
ciglly appaonched e plant Veb, 14 and
comducivd chvamieal cxpeaure cocks,
“it's far 1ov early to make any xind of
fudgment,” gaid Dr. Joaeph Wagner.
mgnitoring the OSHA inveypligatica from
Wechingloa, '

finds brain tumor deaths®

e 7\ aion Cattide plani. Monxinio no fongst
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(" From page1 )

YN

" roncerniag vipyl chlaride,

TUINOr acaues

At thix slage of the game, we're con-
ouitrating on Upion Carbkde, where we
fevl we have a gond xumegaliog.’”

ACegege Pettigraw, regional NIOSH
Wlrevter, sald Dee vevordz of current and
formeer Unba Carbide workers ~ some
10.00¢ — ace Beingt revonstzucted tor 2n
eplsrmiofoii-al atwly,

Ahe Umeconsuming study will include

lerng and reconds of plants that produce
vinyl chiosidé. Study resudts sre expect-
ed 10 be months away.

Complicating the record-gathering
proccgr, sald Petigrew, Is the lateacy

Flease sce Azatlier/page 193
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£ s 1 nvelvind, 1) appeais that maybe

cark or & After cinyl chlorkde eape
At shawx Rsedl. That's

fo, T cancee
:g::nmm tike a fime bomb, _?nd it
maked ow Job A Wil mege dilficult.

Two of the 1ive esin CRpert m-a!lw. 3t
Morgamn Bave alpmnly heew vam:mr'm:-l ,
by commpany reacapohers lor detaited
xliohluptoma texix, galsd [paad. .h

*“lothing &trx bren gnniirmcd thus

tac,” be daldh

Monnante purcbased the plant in the

wid-40u trom Ahe Tedroad govsrnment.
Viayl chlorkle ruonnuuy were wad 1
ka lrom %3 Vo LRY. Unllke the

. -1

ey planl.

- gakd ao ritalioek

_ gupe above legal lm'lzﬁ::

Ciark. exd of personnel ab

o "t
bax notifiqd

. . rompany
fie zalidl the romp vngs of '“?_'
. 'u’

wircketa tlxrmm‘h walf mee

seatial hazaed, 2
mmf.-: QstlA dlrestor KL Davie {.aywb
agalnst Unlon Carhide or Mumiarin in

(he pazat glz sonine (O chotrdeal exqﬁ

e wmany comptfg :

are :
He sald there "% okt 45

ting Tactors ot thix point’ Vi

! 2:ﬂnltlvc connertion between Lhe chmu:.
cal and tha Texas City JentRe. . e
. ot

-
- - . - e o7

have been lrsurd

RSV 0020041



