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of the costs of the Proposcd Rule. For these reasons, as well as other legal and technical reasons
discusscd below, Talen Montana asks that EPA not finalize the proposcd 0.010 [b/MMBtu {fPM
limit. However, should EPA ultimately finalize the proposed 0.010 [b/MMBtu fPM limit, Talen
strongly urges EPA to establish a subcategory for coal-fired units that use wet scrubbers to address
both SO:and PM cmissions and that do not presently have an ESP or FF, where the {PM limit for
thosc units is no lower than 0.025 Ib/MMBtu {PM. Given that EPA’s rationale for the Proposcd
Rulc is that existing control technology is more cffective and cost effective than was known at the
time of the original MATS rule, a targeted limit that s specific to the existing wet scrubber
tcchnelogy is consistent and appropriate with that approach.

As an additional alternative, Talen Montana requests that EPA cstablish a subcategory for
near-term cxisting coal units clecting to retire where the fPM limit remains at 0.030 Ib/MMBtu
until ceasing operations. This would be consistent with the approach EPA has taken in other
rulecmakings. Under such an approach, units could opt-in to the subcatcgory by making an
cnforcecable retirement commitment within a specified timeline after the Proposed Rule is finalized
and with retirement planned by a specified date. For this subcategory, Talen Montana proposcs
that units opt-in within 18 months after the effective date of the final rule with a retirement date
no later than Dccember 31, 2035 (with a “safcty valve” that would allow longer operation
depending on circumstances in the future, as described below).

I1. BACKGROUND

Colstrip is onc of the largest coal-fired clectric generating facilitics west of the Mississippi
River, supplying clectricity throughout Montana and the Pacific Northwest. Talen Montana has a
15% owncrship stake in Celstrip, which currently consists of two active ceal-fired generating units
capable of producing up to 1,480 MW of clectricity that have been operating for approximately 37
years. Each of the units has approximately 740 MW of generating capacity, and the adjacent
Roscbud coal minc supplics Colstrip’s low-sulfur subbituminous coal.

A. Colstrip’s Unigue Design

Colstrip’s design sets it apart from other coal-fired units in the country that arc currently
opcrating. Colstrip began construction in the 1970s and Units 3 and 4 began operations in the
1980s. Colstrip was designed to utilize low-sulfur coal and with then state-of-the-art venturt wet
scrubbers to reduce its SO> cmissions below the applicable limits.  Colstrip also relics on the
venturt wet scrubbers to mitigate fPM.

Colstrip has cight wet venturni scrubbers on cach of unit. Scven scrubbers are used during
normal full load opcration and onc scrubber is a “backup,” uscd enly when one of the other seven
scrubbers in opceration nceds to be removed from service or is undergeing reutine cleaning and
maintcnance. Below is a diagram of the wet venturi scrubber used at Colstrip Units 3&4:
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