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s« A group of Georgla and
Jlubnm residerits. filed a

‘]500 million wlt in federal the Coosa River.

-euurl n(
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0y Inl Uw firms with
pol ing the Coos River.

The class action sult, filed
in US. District Court in
. Allanta on behalf of river
business

. and fishepmen,
ehlr(n General Electric with
soning fish In the Coosa
iver by dum) u hlotls
&u bipheny! ) ato

« Two weelu [ o
 state officials ordered fishing g
. halted in the Coosa River be-
cavse fish' caught there were
< discovered to have high levels

PCB.

The sult charges that Mon-
‘santo sold the chemical to
Gmn which

dumped some of the maierial

into & tributary of the Coosa
Riyer,

Gntfﬁm e, accordin
to the suit, “willfully, wn:

, tonly, negligently of reck-
8

| GEOR3IA
Looe M
¥

Electric
charging

M(ly Allowed and caused
PCB 1o be released Into a
stream that lud; directly Into

When' Informed by & re-
porter ‘of the $500 million
sult, & Sunned General Eiec-
tric official said, “How much
did you say It was?” .
llism C. Lanham, an
Aftlanta Wttorney representing
the river residents, sald his
clients “represent all aspects
olf people. who depend on the
tiver.

“We have people who own
mowt on the river and

d, PWP'
values ubsunthlly ’
creased. We have people who
own businesses—bait shops,

marinas and s0 forth—who

have had a decrease in cus-
lomers.

. ]
. “We have e who re at
the poverty level and litérally
depend on catching fish by |
tiver just to eat.”.: .2 -

3. 8loce the stale banned fish
ln(. Lanbam said, “the piace
hn;holtwwnmwmd.
down the river.” The e
who live on or depend on
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“sinr—A group of

and Aiabama residents files
millhn mn. lnlm Gemru

Coosa River. Pnge n-C

u.e'm with WY‘ ing the

Coosa River Croup
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iles 500-Million Sult

river “are ln some cases Just
fxantic,” be said.

The sult claims that as
many as 1,000 people may
have been affected by river

llution. That is why, Lan-
am said, the suit , $500
million in damages. .

Lanham said that be will
attempt to prove that Mon-
santo did not fully . AP(
General Ieclrlc CB's
dangerous

General ectrlc (W
lant near Rome that manu-
actures electric transform-
ers. PCB-is used in the. proc:

ess.
Although General Electric
officials concede they are
probably the
River 1y arent resg 10
ver, aren'
take responsibility lor—n]
fish contamination.
W,R. Buchanan, manager of
employe .and commmunity
tiovs, said PCB

ing PCB to anyone except
20!0 using it In a closed sy»-
m. .
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