October 29,. 1957

Dr. W1lliam Fi Ashe '

Chairman, Department of Preventive Msdicine
The. Ohilo State University

Columbus 10

Dear Bill:

I am indeed aware of the status of the report of the work.

done by yourself and others in the survey of the Alcoa Plant
at Niagara Falls in 1948, A report of this, you will remember,
has been put together in a satisfactory foan for such a. report.
Some considerable work would have to be dons o make this in-
formation suitable for nublication. I consider that it will be
vossible to publish this at sometine in the not too dlstant
future, since the Alcoa attorneys have already recognized that
this would have served a vseful purpose if it had been in the
litersture, I have worked along in thls direction and I think
the end 1s in sight. I agree with you that this is useful in-
formation and it should be published. .

I must point- out: to you however, that you are entirely mlstaken

in your bellef that there was some informal agreement between
ourselves and Alcoa as to the publication of this material after
the lapse of ten or more years, It is true that I have zealously
guarded the right of the Laboratory to publish theé results of its
investipativs work. On the other hand, I have recognized that

our access to industrial plants, and our gather;ng of information
“gbout. such plants and .their employees, is in a totally different
category than is our intramural experimental work. One enters

an ﬂn&usbrlal plant solely with the consent of the management,

and immediately assumes a doctor-patient relationsqip, unless ;
some definitive wunderstanding has been arrived at to the contrary,
or unless one has police powers, which under law entitle him to
enter, observe, and report. The promises bslong to the industry,
the employees are the respon51biliuy of the management in matters
of occunational health, and one 1s dealing bh&PSIOPG, ‘with responsi-
bi;itles and relationsbips, with which, as an outsider, one is not
entitled to meddle. There is no statute of limitations on such
medical relationships; they are confidential and they remain con-
fidential. One gains access to industrial premises and industrial
problems ‘only with the consent of the mansgement, and on a confid-
ential basis, This is the policy we have always followed in
conniection with plant surveys, and we camot publish information

of this sort, unless there has been a specific agreement, or unless
specific consent is given,
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I agree that this has its disadvantages. However, this is the

wey 1t is, and all we can do is to wait until consent has been
glven for the release of the inforﬁation.

It is .not even cosﬁibl wo refer to this information in any
situation Ln which it may find its wey directly, or fnd;rectly
into wubli t“on. The existenice of such information in the

hands of an investigator mazes him subject to subpoena, and in-
dicatgs the probahility of = renort which also may be subpoensaed.
It is a very touch ‘bus&nesw 1 rexore, to use data Df this sori

ke

: Sh?u onlnlan, since one né Yy be “bq ired to
Substantiaﬁe thao on:r fon GAPTeSmOdc

s of the provlems wnich we have to face in conuccetion
industrial surveys. I regrat it, Lut it ig & coadition
Y., and the only neople who gain access to the premises
Jons of rtain irdustries, are those wi

0 2v¢ wropared
the ae csnuL+iﬂn°. The moment one in considsrcd te be

thw in this rvegard, that moment he is excluded fronm
vetisng, This is important fto rememovr, in counection

with vour own work, ana. t:eresore T make suphsatic point of 1t.

since we must work in industry if we are bto knew our way arcund,

and ws nmust, therelore, work under the conditions tnat are pre-

scribed, I cannot imagine any dndustry opening upn 1its doors to

medical and hrzienic invest 1gato“s under any other set of conditions,

since the risks In these days ars much too greabt to ignore.

Sincerely yours,
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Robert A, Kehos,
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