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*The insidious nature
of world pollution

Continued from Pago 1 , al tines, have practically shut off some
blt l‘; 1mposslb‘l’c dlo estimalc lhlcir num.  Kinds of fishing.
era. Far more birds may be {nvolved than odes Yearnn loss:
have been found so fur. Some reports Swedes Jeart lesson
speak of 10,000 birds perishing. Certainly, Not all the pollution comes frem Sweden.
many thousands were involved in the trags  Other DBallic countries contribute to it, But
Y. . : Sweden has loarncd a leeson in how slenlthe
At this writing, no expert can more than iy an environmental poison can buill up
guess what happened. Muny birds svo so  to be a serious problem.
cmaciated they appear to have starved. Commenting on this, Dir. Bengt Lunchinhin,
But did they stavve for lack of foodd or  gecretary of Sweden's Feologivul Rescurch
were they ili or poisoned and hence-un-  Commitlue, has cxplained: “ . . we have
. able to eat? found thal the ereuwry leveis sturied tu
Did strong winds and olher bad weuther  rise in the Nordic environment at the cid
conditions of recent weeks also play m role? * of the last century [when the wood pulp
Some of the specles are molting and hence  business, which uses mercury, begon),
couldn’t fly away from bad weuther or a “1¢ took reughly 70 yenrs before the efiects
food-short region. . appearcd and society wus taken -by sur.
Dr. Norman W. Moore, head of the Toxic  prise. This could have been avolded if we
Chemicals and Wildlife Division of Britain's had conlinuously followed the levels of
Nature Conservancy, seys a confluence of  heavy mctals {which are polsonous) In the
varjous factors may be involved. Indeed,  enviromment.”
- experts may never know exactly what hap- You could say the sume thing for lesd

pened. . today. Coming {rom aulomebile engines and
’ . some industeial processes, the level of thiy
More yncstions unanswered metal in air Js rising. From lme to tme,

L T, . reports ol this breuk into the nows, But, as
But the incidental finding ‘of the PCDs has " o e
raised the question ol whether moie atich- - {;:in?:uz? it":;;;;‘;;h:ﬁ, c,‘:x:‘::,;:‘:l:

tion should be pulc:‘l: wlrh poltution, quile o une 4y
spart froin the bird death mystery. To hcll). find oul, a leam from Scripps
fouma T Bd. speciment used o routine  Instlation of Oceanography  ha been
B sampling “pure’’ aiv {ar at sca fo measure

¥ ver ight of nine N "
manilving tess wore found In AghLOF 0 Ghe palial background of et i he 3t
servancy experts, This suggests that rather porlgd. ’ll;cy find cnough le};d 1o !m!l,iule-
?\?e‘;'ye I;%%Eogllfil(ilog ’:“o":'s:’: occurring some-  popytion, The “‘pure’ air isn't so “'pure”
g ke 5 s,

. after all.
The chemicals were found parlly because The contamination is 100 to 1,000 times
tests for them are similar to tests for DDT  )ogc"thun jn Sen Diego. Still they judge it

and its relatives, But, in testing for poisons, to be above what they would believe 1o be

experts only find what they look for. Oflen o' historieal natural level.
they haven't loked for PCHs, And il other This merely suggests that Jead s spread-
kinds of poisons are getting into the en-  jng (hrough the lower atmosphere. A lot
vironment, they, too, may go undetecled  more rescarch will be needed to pin down
because no onc thinks to luck for them. the lead-pollution hazard. Buy, like mercury,
This is how massive mercury poisoning  even a slow buildup of environmental leud
caught Sweden off gurrd., The deadly metal musq be fuken very seriously.
seems to have come from seed dressings All of this illustrates the complex nature
used to protect seeds ogeinst fungi ard  of man's chemical assault on his environ.
from vatious industiial processes. Mercury ment. .
pollution aitracted attention when pheasants * Recent moves to ban or restrict DDT and
and other birds began dying in unusual hum-  related poisons in some countries may give
bers about 1963, Subscquent studies found g faise Impression that this azsauvlt is being
the poison sprcad widely, especlally into  contained. Important as such steps are,
fish in both fresh ond salt water. they scarcely begin to avert the chenteal
Sweden has taken energetic sneasures to poison hazard. Indeed, seienlists have
combat this pollution. It has, for example,  scarcely begun (o understand the natur J
banned mercury seed dressings, It has set  and scope of the hazard, ot alone Ngure
standards of contamination for fish that, out what to do &bout it.
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Brithin’s massive, and puzzling, die-oif of scabirds
has dramatized the insidious nature of chemical poilu-
tion. .

into our cnvironment unpublicized and virtualiy unde-
tected, .

s, or mercury from secd dressing and in-
dustry, poilution exper{s have becen aware that the

.
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While people poini accusing fingers at DOT. and
related bug sprays, other poisenous chemiicals spread”

"‘h' s researchers got somcthing of a surprise to
iy at somae of the dead birds had heavy body burdens
H 2l chemicals Xnovn as PCBs
Fri i s). Thex've widdely used in
;,t w v2ints and ics and in many other manu-
A facturing processes.
H
Icad from bile exhavust, tos from -
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PCPBs were a potential problem. But little track ha;
heen kept of them, so litte was kuown about their
environmental spread.

Finding hundreds of parts per m
seabirds suggests that Britain, and by implication other
countries, may be pouring far more of this class of
hemical into the envir t than suspected. - :

Even the fact the PCBs may be menncing birds
would nct have come to lignt if wildlife experts here
were not pushing a crash investigation into the spee-
tacular scabird disaster.

Somewhere at sca, a tragedy has been taking place.
It was unknown untii mid-December when deod and
deing birds began washing ashore. landing on ships,
and dropping out of the sky. Thc, clnde a number of
species - cormorants.  ganncis, guilleimots, pullins,
razorbills, and shags.
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