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T E L E X :  2 1 - 4 1 8 49 March 1972

R. W. Grigg
Commodity Purchasing Manager 
Kaiser Gypsum Co. Inc.
Kaiser. Center 
300 Lakeside Drive
Oakland, California 94604 •

Dear Ralph:
The enclosed memo from R. J. Merrill, President, 
Carey-Canadian Mines, Ltd., is in answer to your 
inquiry of December 27 and further to my letter 
of January 7*
We trust his reply will answer your questions.
We are pleased to be of service.
Sincerely,

Harold F. X. Plate/jm 
Sales Manager

Enclosure

RECEIVED
MAR 1 3 1972

KAISER CEMENT S  GYPSUM 
Pu r c h a s i n g  d e p a r t m e n t
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I know of no b e t t e r  w ay  to  ev a lu a te  the  h e a l th  h a z a r d  of using  our  a s b e s to s  
th a n  to t e l l  the s t o r y  of our  m in ing  o p e ra t io n s .

I shou ld  f i r s t  point out th a t  ou r  m ine  i s  lo c a te d  a p p ro x im a te ly  15 m i le s  
aw ay  f r o m  any of th e .m in e s  'c o m p r is in g  the T h e t fo rd  M ines group and 
th a t  the  m a jo r i t y  of o u r  em p lo y e e s  l ive  in  the tow n of E a s t  B rough ton , w h ich  
can ;be  c a l l e d  a " c o m p a n y  town" as  o u r  m in ing  o p e ra t io n  is i ts  only in d u s t r y .  
We .em ploy  300 h o u r ly  r a te d  and  50 s a l a r i e d  e m p lo y e e s .  E a s t  B rough ton  
d e v e lo p e d  in  the shadow  of and dow n-w ind  f r o m  o u r  f o r m e r  m ine , The 
Q uebec  A s b e s to s  C o rp o ra t io n ,  w h ich  o p e r a te d  f r o m  1918 to 1958. D uring  
th a t - p e r io d  w e-em p lo y ed  up to 150 m en .  O ur o re  bodies  of c h ry so t i le  
a s b e s t o s  f ib re  con ta in  the h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  of a s b e s to s  of any m ine  in 
Q uebec an d  r e q u i r e  m u ch  m o re  c r u s h in g  and g r ind ing  to r e l e a s e  the a s b e s t o s  
th a n  the o r e s  of the' T h e t fo rd  g roup  o r  th a t  of Jo h n s -M a n v i l le .  We r e c o v e r  
the  a s b e s to s  by d r y  m il l in g ,  c r e a t in g  a lo t  of d u s t  in  the p r o c e s s .  M o d e rn  
m i l l s  c o l l e c t  th is  d u s t  w ith  a bag  f i l t e r .  The p ro d u c t  of the bag  f i l t e r s  is  
p a r t l y  p r o c e s s e d  and  g ra d e d  to  be so ld  a s  7RF and  7 T F . As th e re  i s  i n s u f ­
f ic ie n t  m a r k e t  fo r  a l l  of the d u s t  c o l le c te d ,  the  b a la n c e  is  d i s c a r d e d  w ith  
the  t a i l in g s  p ro d u c t  f r o m  the m i l l  and  i s  s ta c k e d  in  m ounta inous  h e a p s  
a d ja c e n t  to  the m i l l .

The Q uebec  A s b e s to s  C o rp o ra t io n  m i l l  w as  no t equ ipped  with a bag f i l t e r .
The e x t r e m e l y  d u s ty  a i r  in the m i l l  i n t e r i o r  w a s  p a s s e d  th rough  cyc lone  
c o l l e c t o r s  and e x h a u s te d  f r o m  th e m  to  the  a tm o s p h e r e .  T h is  p a l l  of d u s t  
s e t t l e d  c o n t in u a l ly  o v e r  the town. The  ta i l in g s  h e a p s  w e re  a lso  u p -w in d  
f r o m  the  tow n so d u s t  f r o m  th a t  s o u r c e  a l s o  c o v e r e d  the  town. It w as  on ly  
in  1958 a f t e r  we b u i l t  o u r  new o p e r a t io n ,  C a r e y - C a n a d ia n  M ines ,  t h r e e  m i l e s  
n o r t h e a s t ,  and  dow n-w ind  f r o m  the  tow n, th a t  the  tow nspeop le  could  b r e a th e  
a  d u s t - f r e e  a tm o s p h e r e .  O ur new o p e ra t io n  m a in ta in s  w o rk e r  e n v i ro n m e n t  
below  10 f ib r e s  p e r  c. c. and the  d u s t  f r o m  o u r  ta i l in g s  h eap s  i s  d i s s ip a t e d  
o v e r  a n  unp o p u la ted  a r e a .
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This  som ew hat deta iled  d esc r ip t ion  of our  f o rm e r  opera tions and the 
unfor tuna te  f o rm e r  plight of our em ployees  was n e c e s sa ry  to show that 
our old em p lo y ees ,  perhaps m ore  than  any f ro m  the o ther m ines, should 
be exp er ien c in g  se rious  prob lem s of pneum oconiosis  and bronchogenic 
c a n c e r .  T h is ,  however, is  not the c a se .  T here  are  no compensable 
c a s e s  of a s b e s to s i s  among our em ployees  no r  do we have any knowledge 
tha t  any of ou r  employees m ay be expec ted  to develop compensable 
a s b e s to s i s .  All have been annually exam ined  a t the Thetford Mines In d u s t r ia l  
Clinic fo r  the p as t  25 or 30 y ea rs .  We have p ens ioners  with over 50 y e a rs  
of s e r v ic e .  When we closed Quebec A sbes to s  Corporation , we t r a n s f e r r e d  
a l l  of our  150 em ployees to the new opera t ion ,  thus many of our w o rk e rs  
have o v e r  25 y e a r s  of se rv ice .  No unusua l incidence of bronchogenic 
c a n c e r  h a s  been noted among our em ployees  as  com pared with other m ines .  
D r.  M acD onald 's  study included our p r e s e n t  and fo rm er  employees in 
the group  of 11, 000 on which he re p o r te d .

Q uestion  No. 2 can be answ ered  as follows: •

a . C harg ing  and blending o p e ra t ions  should be adequately 
ven t i la ted  to m aintain  the w o rk e r  env ironm ent below
12 f ib re s  p e r  c. c. fo r  sho rt  p e r io d s  and averaging below 
5 f ib re s  p e r  c. c.

b. E m p tied  bags should be baled , w rapped  and sold as waste 
p a p e r .  Spills should be c leaned  up with a vacuum  cleaner ,  
not by push  broom .

c. The recom m ended  r e s p i r a to r  i s  3M3710_____________ .

d. The recom m ended  dust m onito r ing  technique is the M em brane 
F i l t e r  Method, a copy of w hich is  enclosed .

e . S ince acc iden ta l,  sho r t  t e r m  and o v e r -e x p o su re  will not 
r e s u l t  in pneum oconiosis  o r  lung c a n c e r ,  no em ergency

’ ■ ■ p ro c e d u re s  are  n e c e s sa ry .

3. Use and app lica tion  p rocedures :

Jo in t  Compounds - Avoid c rea t io n  of vis ib le  dust when mixing 
d ry  m a te r i a l s  with w a te r .  An app roved  m a s k  should be worn 
by  a l l  people  working in the a r e a  of hand sandpapering  but it 
would be b e t te r  if  an o rb ita l  s a n d e r  equipped with vacuum dust 
c o l le c to r  could be used in place of handsanding.

W all T ex tu re  - Avoid c rea t ion  of v isib le  dust when mixing.
Avoid o v e rs p ra y .



ar C eiling  Texture - Avoid c re a t io n  of dust when mixing.

L am ina ting  Compound - Avoid c rea t io n  of dust when mixing.

4. (a) Copies of p roposed  EPA and OSHA regulations a re  available 
to you.

(b) Th is  question is co v ered  in the above regulations.
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