July 15, 1936

2r, Grgham Edgar

Zthyl Gasoline Corporaticn
Cuyxysler Bullding

ilew Jork City

Tew York

Desr Dre adgar:

) I have your letter of
guane 5S5th enclosing correspondonce concerning the case
of alleged lead polsoning in Lawrence, Xansas, No doubt
7ou have Dr. Sandors! reply of June 9th.

Ygaterday I cellad Dr. Jones
and after some conversation with him, found that he was
very skeptical of any influsnce which load may have played,
and qulto open %o convieciion that lead was in no scense
Tosponsibla for this mants illiress. I sent him some of
tho literature on theo subject and offered to carry out
2nalyses which would determine the gquestlon of lsad
gmposure, 1if he felt it deszireble, I think this will cone
clude the cass from the point of view of the physiclan,

I am attaching herewith a
leobtor written to Hr., Spess of the City Service (il Company
in regard to the matter, as well as a copy »of my lettsr to
:"zr. Berg. .

Very truly yours,

PAK: 18 Robert A. Lehocs heDs

WE 0021884



T enalose hoveowith cony

Hre Spies in reolation Lo the case of
T Lo m“ﬁcu, Zangnse 1 bolisve fhe ietﬁar

Luzelf 1s gsellesmnlanabory and tnat no piher zebion
will be vequired., I2 any Surther %evelsemenue comne Lo
sonr attantion, plenge forward the Inforoatisn to mo,

Vary Lraly roure,
aTeis Hobhert A J0h00, li.le

¢c Dr, Edgar
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Te ile renficld Jones
Tamrense
Tonaas

K

’e

Toar Dr. Jonest

I am fulfilliing the promise made in
cur Sslephone conversatlon of yemterday by aendlng gou
e geries of arbticles which have tp do with the problem
2f lead ahsorption in relablon Lo isaded gasolino, as
woll as an article of ny nusoclates on gasocline dormatitis
phich £ think will be of considerable intorest Lo youe

¥ enll vour abtentlion spooifieslly So the
dilccussion and the cibatiin of all the literatuye on the
cubjaet of Sthyl Gagosline in an article entitled " An
Anpaxeingl of the Lead Hagards Assoclatsd uwith the Distrie
Tubtion and Use of Gasoline Gontaining Totraelhyl load -
Tart I T ghich was jublished in the Journsl of Industrial
Iygicne in Harch 2193L. 4n articls on the some subjoct =
art LI - gives rather crucial svidence, I bollove, of the
lack of load ezpeosure associgbed with the bandilng of
Sasoline et fiiling sbationg.

I thinlt I need say no more than ia
discugssed in thewo articles ctheyr than to repeat to you
what I said in ocur telephone conversation. Ioad In gesoline
hag been in contimioug dlstribution in this ¢iby and 4n n
fouw neighboring cities asince 192L. Ve have had oceasion to
study a mumber of men under sonditliong of exposure during
thig entire porlod, and as you can well zee {rom the ecrticles,
ne hava investigated this subject over a ulde arca. Hot only
:ave thero beoen no cases of lesd polsonirg in any of the men
whom we have sesn, bub there have beon no evidences of lead
absorption Az ghown by an olevated lsad exoretion. It is
ny honeat opinion that the handling of leadsd gasoline is
not more dangerous from the doint of view of lead absorption
than 15 the handling of any other type of gasoline. You will
perhaps roaslize that 4in thls cocuntry and in foreign countries
there must be at least half a million people engazed in octuw
patlons in which they have more or less contimiocus exposure
to leaded gasoline, The absence of lsad polsoning over a
perliod of now mors than ten years can not be rogarded as
fortultous therafore, ’ =

KE 0021886

o e o e o~ e



Dre 2onifilold Jonoa

In looking over the record of your
physicel onaminationy I can not see any ovidence
Indicativo of lead avoorpblons T amy therefors; oohe
strained to feel that your case uwas one of rmore or leas
characteristis gasoline dermadtlitlis wlith recurrente on

“racuprsnt oxsosure, Ag %o the Xeray {indings 1n the
onesy I thinkt you are qulte safe in dlaregarding these
as evidence of lead absorptlion ainee oven in the hands

of experinental workers on subjects with known load o
posure, 1t has not been found posaible to demonatrats
radlographie avidence of lead adbsorption in the skeletons
of adultse Zwray Ifindings among shildren are very useful
and very slgniflcant, but thils is not the case in adults,

Despibe what I have saild above, 1f you
cre o811l convinced Ghat there wers gome evidences of
lsad sbsorntion in the case of thls man, 1 shonld be
slad if you wonld say so, In which oese vwe ecan investipgnte
tho facts further by a study of your patlientts lcad eXe
crotione If you should wish %o have certain analyses mede,
lot me know ab onee and I will send you the necessary Conw
Sainors for cbieining samples

Vary btraly joura,

HARsIB : ﬁﬁb@!’ﬁ F Eiehoe, \3.5.0
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July 15, 1 936

Mr, Warren T. Sples
City Service 0il Company
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr., Sples:

Your letter of Juns 30th addressed
to the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, 310 South Michigan
Avenue, conceming the illness of one [
of Lawrence, Kansas, has been referred to me for reply,

You are doubtless aware of the fact
that contact with gasoline on the part of persons with
susceptible skin may result in the production cf a
dermatitis, After examining the report of Dr, Jones
on this patient, it seemed rather apparent to me that
Mr, was suffering from such a gasoline dermatitis,
Thers was nothing in the picture to indicate lead absorption,
and noreover, skin irritations are in no sense of the word
characteristic of Iinjury due to lead. In view of the
essentiglly negative elinical findings, I called Dr. Jcnes
on the telephone and discussed the case with him, pointing
out the lack of evidence of lead absorption and expressing
ny own opinion that the xwray flndings in adults are entirely
without meaning from the point of view of lead absorption,
I found Dr. Jones rather skeptical of the signiflcance of
lead in this case, and I belisve my conversation left him
convinced that lead was in no sense to be blamed, I have
taken the trouble to send him some of the literature on the
subject which discusses the polnts of interest in connectlon
with cases of this type, and I expect to hear from him as
to his final conclusions in the matter, I fesl quite certain
that Dr, Jones will conclude that lead poisoning is not a
factor in this mants 1llness and I trust that this action
will bring this case to a conclusion. If there are any
further questions which I can answer in the matter, I
Bhall be glad to do so,

Very truly yours,

RAK :is Robert A, Kehoe, M.D.
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