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Dr. Herbert E. Stokinger’s Presentation

ASCE Meeting, New Orleans, 2/6/69

Attached you will find a resume of the paper by Dr. Stokinger presented at the
ASCE Meeting in New Orleans. Alan Wirsig attended this convention and was
present to hear the paper referenced above. Alan contacted me by telephons on
Friday, Pebruary 7th, and velatad what occurrad during Dr. Stokingex's presaent-
ation. I then centacted Bill Ragnes and Matt Swaetonic in our Public Relationa
Department and we attempted to record Alan Wirsig's recollection of the praesent-
ation by Dr. Stokinger. Unfortunataly, we wers uneuccessful in this recording
and I then contacted Alan Wirsi{g and asked him to write up his recollection of
what took place. The attached comments by Alan were written Friday afternoon
on the return f£light to New York frow New Orleans and repreaents his racollectiona
while the facts were relatively fresh in his mind.

I have not attempted to edit or inject my own opinions into the comments mada
by Alan Wirsig and would remind everyone that Alan's comnents were written,
without excessive detail, dua to his sense of urgency.

J. F. Baker
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April 14, 1969

F. J. Bolon, Jr.

In connection with your meeting tomorrow night, here is a brief
description of several attachments that document this topic:

A) New Release jssued in Pebruary by the American Society of
Civil Engineers reporting on 2 talkx given by Dr. stokinger

at a meeting in New oOrleans. This is the meeting that Al
Wirsig attended. Al is quite certain that Dr. Stokinger
never said anything like the sentence that 1is underlined
on the bottom of the first page, and which implicates
asbestos-cement pipe with *asbestos induced tumors in
women.”

B) A correction sNote to the Bditor® Aistributed by the ASCE
in March after my tape recorded conversation with the man
who allegedly wrote the original news release (Lester M.
Xalshman, Regional Director, Federal Water Pollution
Control Administration, Boston) brought about a denial
that he wrote the release and & rafusal to affirm that
pr. Stokinger had made the controversial statement at
all.

Subsequently, the ASCE telephoned Dr. Btokinger and,

after he first agreed with the original news release {"A")
and then, in the next breath, he also agreed with the
correction ("B") they became convinced that the retraction

was in order.

¢) Copy of the reference to Dr. gtokinger that appeared in
the March issue of CIVIL PNGINEERING, published by ASCE.
The editor of the magagine relied upon the news release
from the Society and 4id not reslize that it had not been
properly verified.

p) Advance proof of the correction note that will run in
the April issue of CIVIL ENGINCERING. As you know, this
was given to us to help counter the dsmaging effect of the
article in the March issue.




As you are also aware, the Pipe Division widely circulated to

jts malesmen both the “note to the editor” retracting part of the
Pebruary news relaease from the ASCE and the advance proof of the
correction notice for the April issue of CIVIL ENGINEERING.

sl
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Ww. P. Raines
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Stokinges, tozicologist from the Nations! Center for Urban |
dustrial Health, Cincinnati. :

He gave evidence 10 show that trace levels of DDT, chiorinsted

hydrocarbons, and organic phosphates prasest In our environment end
food are destroyed by ommﬂpcodwdbylh liver and do not con.
centratg in the body. in addition, present limitstions on srvenic in food
and wates are entremely conservative and can safely be exceeded ot
Jeast by s factor of ten.
' Stokinger named beryflium as one of the new and highly tozic sub-
stances now present in our eavironment. At Jow concantrstions it csuss
berylosis, & fatal disesse with no known cure. The we of berylliium In
rocket fuel, he soggested, presents 8 potential hezsrd. Destruction of
a rocket i the earth's atmosphere could cause widespread dispersal of
soxie beryllium.

A rapidly increasing source of tonicity ls ssbestos, which can enter
the body by respiration or ingestion. The appearancs of ssbesto-induced
tumors in women, Stokinger sald, has implicated asbestos-cement water
pipe o3 the source of ssbesics.
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FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE

POISONING OF MAN'S ENVIROIRMENT
SUDJECT OF TALK HERE

Dr. Rerbert E, Stokinger , Toxicolpgist from National Center for Urbanm
and Tolurerial tealth, Cincinatti, refused clains for concern on accutnlation
of peaticides in the human body in 8 paper presented before the Amperican
Society of Civil Engineers Mosting in New Orleans on FPebruary 6.

Dr. Stokinger presented evidence that the trace levels of DUT, chler-
{nated hydrocsrbons aud organic phosphates preseat in our environment and
food are cestroyed by ensymos produces by the liver and do mot concentrate
in tha body as previeusly feared. He also poioted out that presert limite
of Arsenic in food and water are extremely conservative and can safely be
excended at least by & factor of ten.

While pointing out that mapy of the substances that were of coucern
as to toxicity in trace 1avels have proved to be sssential to life thare
are nsv substances appearing in out environment which bave besn found to
he wsry toxic, An exsmple is beryllium. At low concentraticnos it cunses
berylosis, & tatal dissass with no koown cure. Although {ndustrial hygens
measurcs control its hazard in beryllium prosessing & Dev heasard is pre-
geat dua to its use im rocket fusl, Destructicn of a yocket in the sscth's
atmosphese could cause widespread dispersal of toxie beryllium,

A reptdly increasing source of toxicity ie abbestos. Asbestos {ntake
is by vespirstion ot ingestion, In {ndustrisl operations this can be
controllad, Swmall amounte of asbestos act ad cercenngenic muculfi. The
appesrunce of ssbestos induced tumorsd in wowen has {mplicated asbastos-
cemnt water pipe as the souras of asbastos, This problem requiree solu-

tion 4o view of the inereasing wee of sshastos-gemant pipe for dommstic
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r. William ?. Raines,
pirector of public Relations
The Johns-Manville Corp.

22 East 40th Street

Kew York, N.Y. 10016

pear 3i11:
As we discussed, here {s an advence proof of the Correction hote L

shich will yun in the April insue of CIVIL ENGINEERING- -ASCE.

sinceroly,

e

Kneoland A. Godfrey, Jr. .

e5c.

The O¥ficial Monthly Publication of the Ameriosn Society of Civil Engunaare
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Correciion

An Insccoricy sppeared in & news account i the March Jsui, page 53,
reporting on the paper given by Dr. Herbert I. Stokinger, toxicologist
from the Nationul Center for Urban and Industrial Health, Clnclanati. st
the ASCE National Meeticg on Water Resources Enginvering hetd in New
Orlenn.

The sentence was “The uppearance of asbestos-indured tumors in wornen
has Implicates§ avbestos-comant watez pipe s the sourse of asbestos.”

‘We have buen sdvised by Dr. Siokinger that this statement was not madi:.

Thare Is “no evidence st alf at this time that the presumsbly very low-
lovel exposure by fagestion which might occur by Intoke of watcr supplicd
through azbestos-cement pipe has resulted ja & recognired health hazurd,”
secording to Dr. Trving & Salikofl, who i referred to by the U. S. Public
Health Service as “recognized suthority” in the deid. Dr Selikofl is

colessor and chairman, Division of Environmental Medicin:, Mt Sinui
School of Mudicine, New York City.

Por water supply syswoms, asbestos-cement pipe mrets the speciications
of the American Water Works Association end of the U. S. Government.
Under Federal Specification §S-P-351A, asbestos-ocment water pipe i sold
1o the U. . Public Health Service for usa in Indian reservations i the West.

(Thz last two paragraphs are 1aken from the Posltion Puper “Asbestos-
Cemeot Weter Pipe and Humsn Haalth.” preparcd by Johns-Manville
Corp., 12 East 40tk 5., New York,N.Y.10016)
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