Jamaary 13, 1933

Pr. Graham Edgar

LTthyl Gasoline Corvoration
Chrysler Building

lew York City

Yow York

Dear Doctor Edgar:

It appears to me that the project of using
tetraethyl lead in lubricating oll possesses very def'nite
potentialities for dif ficulfﬁ; The twe points at which
it seems to me trouble might well oceur, have to do with
pessible vclatility of %eLraethyl lead in lubricating oil
and the possibility of skin absorption of tetraethyl lead
out of lubricating oll. So far as I ¥%now, fthere ars no
data on which to dstermine the pract’ecal importance of
gither of these matters. I know nothing of the vapor
uen51cn 0? *etrueth”1 lead in lubricating oil. It may be
negligible, bubt on the other hand as far es ny judgment
goes, one might»gueoo equally well that it 1s signiflicant,
Parthermore, I now of no information on the partition of
tetraethyl lead as between lubricating 011l and skin, and
I gsee mo necessary relationshilp bebtween this problem and
that which is presented when tut“aethyl lead is dissolved
in gaseolines. I do not belisve that the Public lealth
Service would he likely ito glive thelr approcal to the use
of lead Tor this purposse. dowaver, wheth ler they wonuld or
not, I should advise agalnst the acceptance GL any rese
ponsibility for the thing on the pert-of the ithyl Gasoline
Corporation, until these factors have been invcstigated and
until some sort of reasonable answsr has bsen obfained to
these questions,

Furthermore, if this treatment of lubricating
oll were to become general, one would have to consider the
eventual disposition of the discarded crank case oll, as
well as numerous other matters which are somewhat speculative,

Cordially vours,

PAK:IS3



